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OF New Zealand-American parentage, 
born in the Pyrenees, educated in English 
and French schools, then at Clare, 
Cambridge, and Colwnbia University, 
Thomas Merton, with his cosmopolitan 
background and promise as a writer, 
soon attracted attention in the American 
world of letters and might seem to 
have had worldly success in his grasp. 
But he had grown increasingly critical 
of the conventional materialist outlook, 
and of the modern world in general. 
Betaking himself eventually to the famous 
Trappist monastery in Kentucky, he 
there received the habit in 1942, and has 
since been ordained priest. 

If he had been outwardly the typical 
young American intellectual, he has since 
become almost a symbolic figure, associ­
ated with the great Cistercian revival in 
the States, and an articulate representative 
of so many of his contemporaries who, 
especially since the war, have also seen 
the Cistercian ideal as the answer to the 
futility and materialism of modern life. 

This account of his own reaction to it, 
and of his spiritual progress from scepti­
cism to faith, is certainly a remarkable 
book: in the opinion of The Times 
Literary Supplement, " perhaps a classic 
of its kind"; John Betjeman, in The 
Daily Herald, called it " one of the only 
books about the life of the spirit which 
is at once in modern slang and flattering 
to contemporary intelligence "; and 
Evelyn Waugh, " a book which may well 
prove to be of permanent interest in the 
history of religious experience". 
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Elected silence sing to me 

And beat upon my whorled ear, 

Pipe 111e to pastures still a11d be 

The m11sic that I care to hear 

GERARD MANLEY HOPKINS 

-------* -------
LONDON: HOLLIS & CARTER 



First pub/islred July, 1949 
Second impression Aug., 1949 
Third impression Aug., 1949 

Fourth itnpressioll Nov., 1949 
Fifth impression Jan., 1950 

Sixth impressiot1 Marci,, 1952 
This edition, 1954 

M..\DE AND PRINTED lN GR.EAT :BRITAIN AT THE CHAP~L AIVER PRESS, ANDOVER, HANTS, FOR 
HOLLIS & CARTER LTD ., 25 ASHLEY PLACE., LO?-."OON, s.w.r 



CHRISTO 

VERO 

REGI 

--- -~ 



CONTENTS 

PART ONE 

Chapter Page 
I Prisoner's Base 3 
2 Our Lady of the Museums 25 

3 The Harrowing of Hell 54 

4 The Children in the Market Place 97 

PART TWO 

I With a Great Price 121 
2 The Waters of Contradiction 161 

PART THREE 

I Magnetic North 187 
2 True North 223 

3 The Sleeping Volcano 255 
4 The Sweet Savour of Liberty 289 

EPILOGUE 

Meditatio Pauperis in Solitudine 321 
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" A very beautiful piece of work, full of wit and wisdom, an ideal book 
to read to bring a blessing before one sleeps." MANCHESTER GUARDIAN. 

"Radiates calm and happiness." SPHERE. 18s. net 

E 
" It is a pleasure to read history written by a contemplative. The poise, 

wit and sanity that characterise Waters of Silence are the result of seeing 
history in the light of eternity. This book will cheer many who are oppressed 
by the clouds which darken our day." TIME AND TIDE. 
Book Society Recommendation Illustrated 18s. net 

TO 
" Of even greater importance than its predecessor. ... An original and 

vigorous contribution to the literature of the spirit .... The writer has 
achieved something near to a work of art. ... Concentrated and beautiful 
prose." CHUl<CH TIMES. 9s. 6d. net 

" Phrases and metaphors are striking, he can convey the look of things 
boldly and excellently." THE FRIEND 12s. 6d. net 

UTH 
"This is inspirational writing on a very high plane." NEW YORKER. 
"Eminently a book to have, to keep and to return to." Michael de Ia 

Bedoyere in THE CATHOLIC HERALD. 18s. net 

DERNESS 
"Nowhere in English ... is the mystical meaning of the Psalms more 

beautifully described." THE TABLET Illustrated 1 Ss. net 

Thomas Merton's books have sold over 900,000 copies 
in the English language alone. 
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