


LAO TZU 

TAO TE CHING 

TRANSLATED 

WITH AN 

INTRODUCTION 

BY 

D. C. LAU 

PENGUIN BOOKS 
BALTIMORE · MARYLAND 



Penguin Books Ltd, Harmondsworth, 
Middlesex, England 
Penguin Books Inc., 3300 Clipper Mill Road, 
Baltimore 1 I, Md, U.S.A. 
Penguin Books Australia Ltd, Ringwood, 
Victoria, Australia 

This translation first published 1963 
Reprinted 1967 

Copyright © D. C. Lau, 1963 

Made and printed in Great Britain 
by Cox & Wyman Ltd, London, Reading, and Fakenham 
Set in Monotype Fournier 
Chinese characters supplied by 
Stephen Austin & Sons Ltd, Caxton Mill, Ware Road, Hertford, Herts. 

This book is sold subject to the condition that 
it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent, 
re·sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without 
the publisher's prior consent in any form of 
binding or cover other than that in which it is 
published and without a similar condition 
including this condition being imposed on the 
subsequent purchaser 



----.... -------------- ----~-----

CONTENTS 

I NTRODUCTION 7 

LAO TZU 

BOOK ONE 55 

rtford, Herts. BOOK TWO 97 

LIST OF PASSAGES FOR COMPARISON 145 

APPENDICES 

1 THE PROBLEM OF AUTHORSHIP 147 

2 THE NATURE OF THE WORK 163 

CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE 175 

GLOSSARY 176 

NOTES 187 




