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PUKSUlNG 11:IE SPIRmJAL ROOI'S OF 

PflO'n'SI': Merton, &euipD. Yoder, 
IIDd MuRe _ the GethIJf'lDMli Abbey 
p~ R&Mt. by Gon:Ioo ()yft-. 
c..c.de Boob, Euetoe. Ofteon 2014. 
Rr.iewed ",Ted Nee WaIRr. 

A few years ago, I was 0Vff at my 1Ii~ 
Amanda', pbce spendina: the ~ torether 
with • number of peop&e, one of whom _ Fr. 
Dan;el Berrigan ~. After. little bit of time, 
Dan quteted the room of our ImaII talk and 
IndMdual conYenalkwls and saki, "Now let's 
talk of real things.· By this. he meant. ld'l 
speak of ourw","- And !II) we did. Repoeitioft. 
ina: tlI.lneiYft; into I drde. -1JIftI1 the rest of 
the: ~ing taking lurnslalklna about w~ 
we each found OUJ1leIYes at that moment in 
our life. How quickly this day translormed 
into I kind of man:Cf in my tile, one to which 
I hold m)'IC1! accountable 

I wu remindt.-d again of the spirit of thaI 
impromptu ~ina di!lC\lnion while rem. 
ina: Gordon ()yer'. Punuinc the Spiritual 
RootlI of Protest. In November' of 1964, 
fourlet."n men, lhen ~ady entrenched in 
various parts of the peaa, mow:ment. pth
~ together for I retTeat ~ and hosted 
by Thomas Merion. In ~00n fOt" the 
mteat, Fr. Berrigan wrote to 'Thomas MCf
lon, • ... our bell contributiOfl to one another 
i. simply 10 come and be OUnM'!WH and let 
the chips raIl when thqt may. 1 am 110 damn 
sick of trying 100 hard to oot do the wrong 
things: 'lllhal Uohnl Uridbrink and the rest of 
us. in measure need, ~ prmaely. change lof 
paccllhal will p/u~ usinto lOme silence and 
direct sharing .... P\e.sc doo't aUow anythinll: 
formal. and plene k~ it small" 

With hi' meticulous and ~II-rne.-ched 
acrount of thl, rdrut. Mr. Oyer guides 1.11 

from the conceptKm Uld plannins of the 
retreat to weU beyond the Kathcrinll: . With 
this. we realize that only half of Father Ber· 
ripn'l ~ WII ~. And that. most 
definitely, is to oorbene.fit tooly.1be retrelt 
asa book displaYI the depthland breadth of 
their expW)ration of the roota of re&llItance. 
"What we are stoelting, ~ we l't'iId in the retre'lt 
handout that is I part ohM book'uppendix. 
"is not the formulation of I program. but a 
~ing of roota. ~ And it invited the par
tici~ts. who WeTe from varioul Christian 
denomInations, in thil way: " It would help if 
in oor meetings we could IIhow oor varioul 
ways of 1n5wennK these quntioos. thus help
ins-: one another to attain new penpeclivea. 
We can help one anoIher to :\ new 0~""4r. ~ 

It ilthi,Wiving foroptnneta that Gordoo 
()yff prnervn and deqlenl in hi' fleahing 
out of the handwritten note. and leaflets, cor· 
re-spoOOCn0!5 and penonal inlerv\ews that 
I't'-COrd the&e discussions. He even r«alI, 
the chillenges to thi ' openneu amongllt 
the VarioUI ("hrillian denominationl of the 
aroup-particularly in the cclebr.tion of the 
Eucharill.. He quOIts from Thomas Merton', 
journal the night of their first MlI5I tOKether: 
"III way-out MaSt ... yet it was beautiful too ... 
Dan', ct'lebration of the IICrificialliluflO' was 
limple and impressi~. All in Englilh and 
'uncanonical' even to the extreme point not 
only of Communion in both kindl bul C0m
munion to the l"rotestant,!1" (!'leale note, 
the double exclamation n.ark is all Merton.) 
Althouah it il tr-mpting to confule a desire 
lor opcnl"lt'"$!l with wantilllll!V'efyone to do the 
lame, the a enuine intenclions and internal 
,trUfl:IIIL'1!I of thelle men ~ wdl brouaht back 
10 I1fe by Mr. Oyer is instructional for 1.11 all. 

attend the I'dJ"eal as ~!). the Secood 
VaticaD Council in its third of four tIe8IIiona. 
theee men bad the pu.he and moYelTIeIIt of 
aU this weigh1n,g heavily on them. EYeR in 
1960, Tbomu Mertora cte.cribed the litu. 
tioa thiI way in.)ette-r to Louis Maaaienon: 
~It It dawning more and more on me that I 
have been c.uahlm civili.zation .. en • !dod 
of sp&der', web, .od I un bqi:Dni.nc to ..,. 
'No' louder and Iouder,though aunvunded 
by the IOIidtude of thoee who ask r.te why I 
do 10. ThHe It DO way of expIainina: it. and 
pcrnap. ncM: f'ftII timt.' to do 10. ~ 

In the midlll of the tcrrifyin& spider web 
whkh was that time, we ~ of how theIe 
K1Mata pined both consolation and ~ 
ation in WOfb rc-ccntly putKished, ax::h .. 
Gordon Zahn', biography 0( FranlJ~tter" 
and P\n.a: FnT)",tnnsIation olJacques EIIuI'. 
The Tech~ Sode(y. Thia, the finl 
of Jacques EDul', work for the US ruder, 
Thomu Merton ~ in it. ~ 
for his own ~ diltniat of lechnolocY, 
notina that thit work it -prophetic and I think 
lal w:ry aound dlagnollil- of today' I aocicty, 
aJthouRh perhap. too ~.~ Ahl But 
to only ~ this lingle book of Jacques m.r, 
_twr, it would CCf"tainly be peMlmiaticl Al 
1M point. OanielBerripn had yet to befriend 
Wm.iun ~IIow, who bell in\J"Oduc:«d the 
fullnnIofMr. ElluJ'lwonr.lothiscountry. But 
just .. weD for the I't'adr-r of thill book. Gordon 
()yff IIUCcinctIy introduces U510 the work of 

But bt-fore we the readt.-n are invited to 
ente r onto Ihe Grthsemani Abbey around, 
with the rt' ln'aWlIll, Gordon ()yff prepares UI 
carefully and pallt.'ntly with the backgrounds 
of tht.' individuals involvt-d, a, well IS with 
that l);olrticular mOlllt'nl in history-both in 
11'1"011 of world ('vents and human thought 
Wilh the conskit"nlbk military build·up in 
Vietnam. l'rt'sid t' nt Kentlt'dY'1 assassina· 
lion in WI).1. C hina 's litl('Cet'l.Sful detonation 
of ils IIWII ;l.lomic bomb in mid--Onober of 
1964. Ur. Martin l..utht'r King Jr. winning 
thl' Nobc'l!'ellCC' Prize (and thus lUll able to 

J~ EDuI .. wdl .. that ol the Catholic 
~ and achoIar" ol ABbie and IdunIc 
cmli ...... louiI MaIIigoon.. unique P*
ina that. informed ThomM Mt.'f"ton" opening 
-.ioct for the retr"eat.. 

Gordon Oyt.'f" ~ the four main 
.eaaIons and dilcuwioDa durinr the retreat. 
-"dina commentary when needed. I found 
such additioM Ye'J' bdpNl. .. the tPEClJ"Um 
and acope of the references uodoubtably 
Ure.dy common to the« men w-ere often 
_ to me. 1bomaa Menon and Qanje) Her· 
ripn began the ~ with • croundI-nI 
of relilioos myatidsm rooted in .1OIidarity 
with the poor.John Howard Yoder reftected 
upon the Christian faith's moM pnctkal 
bnpllcation, and AJ. Muate concluded 
the retre:at', discussion with the demyati
fkatlon of the Stale. ConsideT AJ. Mulk', 
focal question: -why have we peace talk on 
the ftrbal r.tionaIlzed level ... yd continue 
with anDI and war preparation on the level 
of ReaIpoGtikr To which be elucidated, in 
part. "The point ~ DOt who is wone, but that 
they are all trapped.-

For ...-.pdf.mo re IliD ~ • novke in the 
rich tndiIit>n of peace studies. it ... ..., s 
gmt bendit to have Gordon Oy-er'1 ~ 
tiYe IWlVl1Iries a the ridIt of the dia-uI8kIns. 
For ~ betwftn Fr. Dan Bcnipn '"' 
the Menncme I*:i6Il John Howwd Yoder. 
Mr. Oyer writes: ~ ... both could MID..en lhaI 
spiritual roots of protest muat re.:h toward 
ChriIt. Their ~ mntnI!t, tbouah. ..,. en 
where they Ioc.tcd Christ .ma~ He could be 
tangibly bind III ~ from wtUch to draw 
nouriahmtnt.. FOf" Berrcm. these 1'1JOtS...-ead 

outwwd ~a-eMiontmd~, when! 
the riaen 0wiIl dwdt lad ........ ca:d HiroaeI" 
ttwoueb. J*UC1 cc:i~ ciYiDe IIXI 'DIrbumin 
con8douIneIL FCW" Yoder, they ~ driIed 
IOWIr"d the a:.m.ant.)eMa. the uIIimaIte 
ttun. who dem ........ J)Ef"tm ciwIeI_". 10 
God'.~mdaiedUitothe-. Yoder' • 
ant dwelt ~ a. phend body 01 
c:ommitted beie,en who I'I'ed in CIOIltnIsl 
to t.am. ~ thal ~adleI than 
ernbcx&ed--OaiI. CODIdeIIIClE:. ~ 

ApiD. Nrthes- on, we bwe this aummary 
~ betweeltJobn HOWIfd Yoder_ 
A.]. M\tIle. Mr. o,-er writn, -Yoder', unity 
.. mllaion and Mulle'S mutual tTUIt .. pre
~ and aOIII both demaDded IDOf"E than 
wont. 0I1a .... ation to motinIe otheR. They 
rec;ulnd wl.neRblHty and risk to M:tua1Iy 
becIa hInc outs beUEf" way, to lift it tocetber 
wfth 0Chen. and to 1i¥e it. for all to see. The 
only danrer, a." MulCe reminded, was in DOt 
Ioina far enoIlih or deep enouah to IUCh 
this common life, • ~ that inviIeI'le'IIetaI 
Idod, of de.tha. - The bmIdth and ItOPE of 
the dlscuMion contained in thre book wiJl 
benefit each penon diffa"ently, indivkIuaIty. 

Some will tend towud the diKUMion, 
of monastk: protest. where othen tike Tom 
CorneD were mowd by John Howard Yoder', 
Theoklt:Y of the C~ R«aItini: that ut' 
1EtIIlion, Tom said. ~He brotJaht , ~ to 
it. a relevance, the theoIo&:Y of the crou that 
I/vreslOday.~ BuII .. bmitaD will be impIewcd 
by how aD the anetea 01 diacusaion, aD the 
pel specd\lH, aD the faith traditions cYtn in 
lhdrdlffe.-encea,like the rootaof' \Tee that 
necessarity lPr"ead oot in aD directions in 
search of auat.enaooe and pnMdina stabil
iI)', become the roots of.1Hlifyinar for!He. 

Al the end of PunlUlnc tbe Koou of 
Pro&t:tII. we follow these mea .. they CO their" 
own .-.ya and we learn of the retTtat', dltct. 
IlUCh as the renewed viiror of daily work and 
presence such .. wbh Tooy Walsh who had 
come from Montreal ~ he had co-bmdtd 
and operated the Benedict ~ HOUle of 
Hoapitallty. We also learn of acdonI taken 
yean later that ~ rdeYant to the di:IcuIeion 
dtYdoped in th~ book, MaCh .. the pubtic 
drd card buminp finl byTom CorneD who 
icnited mown in Union $quare in No-..ember 
of 1965, and theft F"- Phil and Dan Beniaan 
who destroyed draft fik;s beainnini In 1967. 
And, at the cloee of the book. we are invited 
to brin&" the quemons and penpectivn of 
this hialoric: retrnl into our own time and 
Uvea with • vir tual dialogue between liz 
McAlia\ct" of the Jonah HOUR resistance 
c:onununity, ac:tMIc.~ Cbed M~ 
Catholic: Woriter farmer.activiSi Jake Olzen, 
and Georae Packard, • retired EpiBCipal 
bbhop who PIU1kipeted In the Occupy wan __ L 

Having rc-ccntly read. provocatiYe study 
00 the history of "human nehta~ u a dt. 
CO\.InIe, The ...... \JtopiII by s.mue& Moyn, 
1 wouid like to eDd this review with Thomas 
Merton'l guiding question, ~By what rlahl 
do we aauoe that we ~ caBed 10 ~ 
to~, and to wttne.r'Tothis-zen koM~ 
Jim Fornt recalls, ~Merton" contributioa 
was to Impreaa on us. often more with que. 
tionl than anawen.. that proteIIt wun' limply 
an aInx.ost caauaI human neht. but rather • 
terrlbly dangeroul calling that, if it lacked 
sufficienl spiritual maturil)', could conbibule 
to miIkIna: W. _: And Tom CorneD 
rememben that Thomas Merton linked thia 
med)eyallepl term ,.,0 WIOmf.to to a pu
lIIge in Scriptuft.', Jeremiah 20:1·18, ~a fire 
that was burning in my heart.-

What we hive throuihout thll book i, a 
cloud of witneues in \houeht and in action, 
of ht'arts burnina; fOf" the km: of God in the 
world, of model' for how to devote one', 
self to deepening that apiritual maturity. We 
can learn and practice: thdT ways. Indt-ed be 
inspired by the commitmenl of the&e men, 
but let 1.11 a1110 I't'member 10 a1wlyll gather 
logt.'ther, even for a brief time. And, yea, 
!IOfnttimea an Informal ptherin& in tht.' right 
spirit is just .. Ilfe-changing .. I formal rt'lrnt. 
What Ilslway, important II being present to 
one another and then let thillllrf:ngthen our 
responsiveoeu in the world. May ~ always 
maltt.' room, on III occasions. 10 llpeak of real __ ,IIl ... _ thifIR1l. -{< 
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