NAIRTZ N

ANANDA K. COOMARASWAMY




THE DANCE OF
SHIVA

Revised Edition
FOURTEEN

INDIAN ESSAYS

®

o)

Ananda K.
Coomaraswamy

>
|><DI

THE NOONDAY PRESS

NEW YORK




Copyright © 1957 by The Noonday Press, Inc.
Library of Congress Catalog Card Number: 56-12296
Manufactured in the United States of America
by H. Wolff, New York
Designed by Marshall Lee

This book, originally published by the

Sunwise Turn Press, was revised by the

author shortly before his death in 1947.

It is the only authorized edition now
in print.

THE PRAWING OF SHIVA ON THE TITLE PAGE
BY NATHAN GLUCK

First Noonday Paperback Edition 1957
Second Noonday Paperback Edition 1959




CONTENTS

WHAT HAS INDIA CONTRIBUTED TO HUMAN WELFARE? ! 3
HINDU VIEW OF ART: HISTORICAL : 22
HINDU VIEW OF ART: THEORY OF BEAUTY ! 35
THAT BEAUTY IS A STATE ! 44
BUDDHIST PRIMITIVES @ 54
THE DANCE OF SHIVA :& 66
INDIAN IMAGES WITH MANY ARMS ! 79

INDIAN MUSIC : 85

STATUS OF INDIAN WOMEN : 98

SAHAJA @ I24
INTELLECTUAL FRATERNITY ! I35
COSMOFPOLITAN VIEW OF NIETZSCHE ! I40
YOUNG INDIA ! I49
INDIVIDUALITY, AUTONOMY AND FUNCTION : 168

NOTES : I72




THE DANCE
O F S H I \/T A Revised Edition

FOURTEEN INDIAN ESSAYS

The life of Ananda Coomaraswamy was given to interpreting the
East to the West, and often the West to itself. Throughout these
beautifully written, integrated essays he puts forward the Indian
way of life as expressed in art and religion, to serve as a lesson to
Western peoples who have been caught up in a search for happiness
solely through material accumulation. Reminding us of the resources
in our own tradition, he suggests that the vigor of European action
must be united with the serenity of Asiatic thought if civilization is
not to destroy itself. Coomaraswamy’s message is particularly appro-
priate now when many in the West feel that our culture has reached
a dead end, and are casting about for a new ideal that can replace
that of Faustian man.

ANANDA K. COOMARASWAMY was born in 1877 in Colombo,
Ceylon, the son of an English mother and a Ceylonese father.
Originally trained as a geologist, he soon extended his researches
into archeology, and from there to philology, iconography, meta-
physics, and religion. From 1917 until his death in 1947, he was re-
search fellow in Oriental art at the Boston Museum of Fine Arts.
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