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Selections from A Zen Phrase Anthology

Even a good thing isn’t so good as nothing.

Scoop up water, and the moon is in your hands;
Toy with flowers, and their fragrance scents your garments.

Honest speech is better than a red face.

The deer-hunter doesn’t see the mountains, the miser
doesn’t see men.

The instant you speak about a thing you miss the mark.

Fearsome and solitary in mien,

He does not boast of himself;

But, dwelling gravely in his domain,
Decides who is snake, who is dragon.

Though gold-dust is precious, in the eyes it obscures the vision.

Not to take what Heaven gives is to incur Heaven’s
calamity; not to act when the moment comes is to
incur Heaven’s misfortune.




