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WITH I N A YEAR of its publication in 1948, The Seven 

Storey Mountain had sold hundreds of thousands of 

copies and became a classic for Catholics and non

Catholics alike. This unique spiritual autobiogra

phy is the account of the growing restlessness of a 

brilliant and passionate young man whose search 

for peace and faith eventually led him, at the age 

of twenty-six, to take vows in one of the most 

demanding religious orders, the Trappists. 

At the monastery, within the "four walls of my 

new freedom," Merton wrote his extraordinary 

·testament-the document of a man who with

drew from the world only after he had fully 

immersed himself in it. 
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to raise up children to Abraham" 



r these stones 

'Jham" 

THOMAS MERTON 

THE SEVEN STOREY 

MOUNTAIN 

"For I tell you that God is able of these 

stones to raise up children to Abraham." 

HARCOURT, INC. 

Orlando Austin New York San Dieso Toronto London 



-these stones 

lham" 

THOMAS MERTON 

THE SEVEN STOREY 

MOUNTAIN 

"For I tell you that God IS able of these 

stones to raise up children to Abraham." 

HARCOURT, INC. 

Orlando Austin New York San Diego Toronto London 



WITHI ' 

Storey 11 

copies 

Catha 

phy is 

brillia 

for P' 

of tv 

clem 

j 

new 

·test 

clre 

im 

CHRISTO VERa REGI 

Copyright 1948 by Harcourt, Inc. 

Copyright renewed 1976 by The Trustees of the Merton Legacy Trust 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced 

or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, 

including photocopy, recording, or any information storage and 

retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher. 

Requests for permission to make copies of any part of 

the work should be mailed to the fOllowing address: 

Permissions Department, Harcourt, Inc., 

6277 Sea Harbor Drive, Orlando, Florida 32887-6777. 

This edition produced specially for Borders, Inc., 

by arrangement with Harcourt, Inc. 

ISBN 0-15-101069-2 

The Library of Congress has catalogued 

the hardcover edition as follows: 

Merton, Thomas, 1915-1968. 

The seven storey mountain/Thomas Merton. 

p. em. 

ISBN 0-IS-1813S4_X 

1. Merton, Thomas, 1915-1968. 2. Trappists-United States_ 

Biography. 3. Merton, Thomas, 1915-1968. I. Title. II. Title: 7 

storey mountain. III. Title : Seven story mountain. IV. Series. 

[BX470S.MS42A3 1990] 

271 '.12502--dc20 90-37477 

Designed by Michael Farmer 

Printed in the United States of America 

ACEGIJHFDB 

Ex Parte Ordinis: 

Nihil Obstat: Fr. M. Gabriel O'Connell, O.CS.O. 

Fr. M. Anthony Chassagne, O.CS.O. 

lmprimi potest: Fr. M. Frederic Dunne, O.CS.O .. Abbot of Our Lady ofGethsemani 

Nihil obstat: John M. A. Fearns, S.T.D., Censor librorum 

Imprimatur: Francis Cardinal Spellman, Archbishop of New York 



rton Legacy Trust 

y be reproduced 

nic or mechanical, 

ion storage and 

m the publisher. 

ny part of 

, address: 

1e., 

187-6777. 

·s, Inc., 

'ton. 

ted States

e. II. Title: 7 

1. IV. Series. 

J . 

. ad), of Gethsemani 

orum 

New York 

CHRISTO 

VERO 

REGI 



CONTENTS 

INTRODUCTION Xl 

by Robert Giroux 

A NOTE TO THE READER XIX 

by William H. Shannon 

PART ONE 

ONE Prisoner's Base 

TWO Our Lady of the Museums 33 

T H R E E The Harrowing of Hell 75 

F 0 U R The Children in the Market Place 145 

PART TWO 

ONE With a Great Price 185 

TWO The Waters of Contradiction 247 

PART THREE 

ONE Magnetic North 283 

TWO True North 327 

T H R E E The Sleeping Volcano 369 

F 0 U R The Sweet Savor of Liberty 409 

E P I LOG U E Meditatio Pauperis in Solitudine 445 

IN D E x 463 



Jacket painting © Scala/Art Resource, NY 

Jacket design by Liz Demeter 

HARCOURT , INC . 

15 EAST 26TH STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10010 

525 B STREET, SAN DIEGO , CA 92101 

WWW. H ARCOURTBOOKS.COM 

ISB N 0-15-101069-2 




