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John Crowe Ransom has made his own selection for 

Poems and Essa ys from among his published works. 

The term inal essay, "The Concrete Universal: 

Observations on the Understanding of Poetry,"was 

written in 1955 especially for this book, and 

it might be c alled a distillation of the central 

interests and patterns of John Crowe Ransom's work . 

Randall Jarrell, writing in Poetry and the Age, 

said" . . Ransom is one of the best, most 

original, and most sympathetic poets alive; and it 

is easy to see that his poetry will always be 

cared for, since he has written poems that are 

perfectly realized and occasionally almost perfect­

poems that the hypothetical generations 

of the futUre will be reading page by page 

with Wyatt, Campion, Marvell, and Mother Goose. " 
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