




THE PANCHATANTRA 

· I 



THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO PRESS 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

THE BAKER Be TAYLOR COMPANY 
NBW YORK 

THE MACMILLAN COMPA.NY OF CANADA, LIMITED 
TORONTO 

THE CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS 
LONDON 

THE MARUZEN-KABUSHIKI- KAISHA 
TOKYO, OSAKA, KYOTO, FUKUOKA. SBNDAI 

THE COMMERCIAL PRESS, LIMITED 
SHANGHAI 



THE 
PANCHATANTRA 

Translated Ji-om the Sans1trit by 

ARTHUR W RYDER 

THE UN1VERSITY OF CHICAGO PRESS 
CHICAGO· ILLIN OIS 

J:-:/ 
1: ::1 
I: ::/ 

((t\ '0 "" rrrr ~~ ",", 
,." 

~ 



COPYRIGHT 1925 By 
THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 

AU Rights Reserved 

Puhlished September '925 

Second Impression October '925 

Third Impression December 1925 

Fourth Impression April '926 

Composed and Printed By 
The University of Chica2'Q Press 

Chicalr0. Illinois. U.S,A. 



rr 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
PAGE 

TRANSLATOR'S INTRODUCTION. 3 
INTRODUCTION 13 

BOOK I-THE LOSS OF FRIENDS 

L" THE Loss OF FRIENDS . 19 
I' THE WEDGE-PULLING MONKEY 25 

THE JACKAL AND THE WAR-DRUM 41 
~ 'I MERCHANT STRONG-TOOTH 49 h GODLY AND JUNE 58 

THE JACKAL AT THE RAM-FIGHT 61 
THE WEAVER'S WIFE 62 
How THE CRow-HEN KILLED THE BLACK SNAKE 74 
THE HERON THAT LIKED CRAB-MEAT 76 
NUMSKULL AND THE RABBIT 81 
THE WEAVER WHO LOVED A PRINCESS 89 
THE UNGRATEFUL MAN II2 
LEAP AND CREEP II9 
THE BLUE JACKAL • 122 
PASSION AND THE OWL 129 
UGLY'S TRUST ABUSED 134 
THE LION AND THE CARPENTER 141 
THE PLOVER WHO FOUGHT THE OCEAN 145 
SHELL-NECK, SLIM, AND GRIM 147 
FORETHOUGHT, READYWIT, AND FATALIST 149 
THE DUEL BETWEEN ELEPHANT AND SPARROW 153 
THE SHREWD OLD GANDER 157 
THE LION AND THE RAM 159 
SMART, THE JACKAL 164 
THE MONK WHO LEFT HIS BODY BEHIND 174 
THE GIRL WHO MARRIED A SNAKE 177 

V 



VI TABLE OF CONTENTS 

POOR BLOSSOM . 

THE UNTEACHABLE MONKEY 

RIGHT-MIND AND WRONG-MIND 

A REMEDY WORSE THAN THE DISEASE 

THE MICE THAT ATE IRON 

THE RESULTS OF EDUCATION 

THE SENSIBLE ENEMY • 

THE FOOLISH FRIEND • 

BOOK II-THE WINNING OF FRIENDS 

THE WINNING OF FRIENDS 

THE BHARUNDA BIRDS. 

GOLD'S GLOOM • 

MOTHER SHANDILEE'S BARGAIN 

SELF-DEFEATING FORETHOUGHT 

MISTER DULY 

SOFT, THE WEAVER 

HANG- BALL AND GREEDY 

THE MICE THAT SET ELEPHANTS FREE 

SPOT'S CAPTIVITY • 

BOOK III-CROWS AND OWLS 

CROWS AND OWLS . 

How THE BIRDS PICKED A KrNG • 

How THE RABBIT FOOLED THE ELEPHANT 

THE CAT'S JUDGMENT • 

THE BRAHMAN'S GOAT. 

THE SNAKE AND THE ANTS 

THE SNAKE WHO PAID CASH 

THE UNSOCIAL SWANS . 

THE SELF-SACRIFICING DOVE 

THE OLD MAN WITH THE YOUNG WIFE 

THE BRAHMAN, THE THIEF, AND THE GHOST 

THE SNAKE IN THE PRINCE'S BELLY. 

THE GULLIBLE CARPENTER 

PAGE 

179 
183 
184 
188 

192 
197 
198 
203 

213 
216 

23 1 

234 
235 
247 
260 

264 

274 
279 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

MOUSE-MAID MADE MOUSE • 

THE BIRD WITH GOLDEN DUNG 

THE CAVE THAT TALKED. 

THE FROGS THAT RODE SNAKEBACK • 

THE BUTTER-BLINDED BRAHMAN • 

BOOK IV-LOSS OF GAINS 

Loss OF GAINS 

THE MONKEY AND THE CROCODILE 

HANDSOME AND THEODORE 

FLOP-EAR AND DUSTY • 

THE POTTER MILITANT 

THE JACKAL WHO KILLED No ELEPHANTS 

THE UNGRATEFUL WIFE 

KING JOY AND SECRETARY SPLENDOR 

THE Ass IN THE TIGER-SKIN 

THE FARMER'S WIFE 

THE PERT HEN-SPARROW • 

How SUPERSMART ATE THE ELEPHANT 

THE DOG WHO WENT ABROAD 

BOOK V-ILL-CONSIDERED ACTION 

VII 

PAGE 

353 
359 
361 
368 
370 

ILL-CONSIDERED ACTION 427 

THE LOYAL MUNGOOSE 432 

THE FOUR TREASURE-SEEKERS 434 
THE LION-MAKERS • 442 

HUNDRED-WIT, THOUSAND-WIT, AND SINGLE-WIT . 444 

THE MUSICAL DONKEY 446 
SLOW, THE WEAVER 449 

THE BRAHMAN'S DREAM 453 
THE UNFORGIVING MONKEY 454 
THE CREDULOUS FIEND 462 
THE THREE-BREASTED PRINCESS 465 
THE FIEND WHO WASHED HIS FEET 465 



28 THE PANCHATANTRA 

The jobless man is hired 
For careful serving; 

The holder may be fired, 
If undeserving. 

No character moves up or down 
At others' smile or others' frown; 
But honor or contempt on earth 
Will follow conduct's inner worth. 

And once more: 

It costs an effort still 
To carry stones uphill; 
They tumble in a trice: 
So virtue, and so vice." 

"Well," said Cheek, "what do you wish to imply?" 
And Victor answered: "You see, our master is 
frightened, his servants are frightened, and he does 
not know what to do." "How can you be sure of 
that?" asked Cheek, and Victor said: "Isn't it plain? 

An ox can understand, of course, 
The spoken word; a driven horse 
Or elephant, exerts his force; 

But men of wisdom can infer 
Unuttered thought from features' stir­
For wit rewards its worshiper. 

And again: 

From feature, gesture, gait, 
From twitch, or word, 

From change in eye or face 
Is thought inferred. 
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THE LOSS OF FRIENDS 

So by virtue of native intelligence I intend to get him 
into my power this very day." 

"Why," said Cheek, "you do not know how to 
make yourself useful to a super.;or. a tell me. How 
can you establish power over hi 
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A sudden source of king's ennui, 
When he is thoughtful, trying scents, 
Retiring, or in conference. 
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THE LOSS OF FRIENDS 

So by virtue of native intelligence I intend to get him 
into my power this very day." 

"Why," said Cheek, "you do not know how to 
make yourself useful to a superior. So tell me. How 
can you establish power over him?" 

"And why, my good fellow, do I not know how to 
make myself useful?" said Victor. "The saintly poet 
Vyasa has sung the entry of the Pandu princes into 
Virata's court. From his poem I learned the whole 
duty of a functionary. You have heard the proverb: 

No burden enervates the strong; 
To enterprise no road is long; 
The well-informed all countries range; 
To flatterers no man is strange." 

But Cheek objected: "He might perhaps despise 
you for forcing yourself into a position that does not 
belong to you." "Yes," said Victor, "there is point 
in that. However, I am also a judge of occasions. 
And there are rules, as follows: 

The Lord of Learning, speaking to 
A false occasion, 

Will meet with hatred, and of course 
Lack all persuasion. 

And again: 

The favorite's business comes to be 
A sudden source of king's ennui, 
When he is thoughtful, trying scents, 
Retiring, or in conference. 


