
Dec 10,196'7 

Dear Tom: 

~erfectly okay t o usa t he letter of Feb . 1962 thougl I CaD 't 
remember what kinlll of poi nt it had. If Y')U \,yt:\llt it, t hat's all right 
.;i t h me . I am glad t e book is getting on toward com l etion. 

Your few words on t he Lay Congress 'l"e absolutel y t . e first t hing 
I have hear d about it whatever. I am not so sure that t he omission of 
t he Pl'oposi tion about 1/ selecti veI' objection was a coro:olet e disaster 
(I li:now you don 't t~ i nk that either) • . y feeling on th~t, at t he moment, 
is t h t it is much ' :J.ore rea.J..istic t o "Nor > f or abolition of t he draft as 
a per ect l y logical and pr o ct5.cal political option, and t hen t he j.s sue of 
selective ob j ect rs )T any other will no longer arise. It seems t o me 
th3.t even in t he logic of t 21C hawks, a draft is no longer a _ r ct ical 
nece S8· ty-- unless of course 'Vle jiish t o r un aJ.l t he small nations in the 
wor 1 1 • fmd maybe t a.t is ,.,hat t e hawk R ~..rant. ut f r Ildefense lt , as long 
as we have t he kind of arsenal i18 have, we certainly do not need any more 
than a pr ofessd.onal army. I believe that the va war has brought this 
issue t o a head nOll and i t oU P"ht t o be 11 ade one of t he issues i n the 

l ecti-on . Probaqly iolon t t be of course, and there may be other better 
ways of etting at it. 

Also I am convinced, as you a re think, t hat a t,atho.Lic peace move­
ment has t o be i dentified with non- v iolent r .s i stance and not get messed 
up in a confusion of min~less _nd ail less fighting. The discipline bit 
vlaS never s o i llportant: a matter of re 1 ident ity. 

I'm geing t o have t o wri te t ) Jim and say I can ' t sign Dan 'e telegram' 
The idea of asking t he Pope t o issue a c ondemnation is s omething I balk 
at: even t heological ones, but political ones more so. I think the 
American allergy t o t his ki nd of " interference" of t he Pope in t he affairs 
of nations is basi cally r ight, even t hough i t may be a question ~of 
war crimes . It i s t he job of our bishops, if anyone. The question of the 
J ews would have been different, because no one has a right t o use genocide 
Of course t he VN war is t ending t o genocide ••• Well , anyway . 

All my best, blessi ngs, love and 
j oy in t he Lord 

You a re generally r i ght about English beer! 




