


Man's Place in Nature 

vi' 

By Max Scheler 

Translated, and with an Introduction, by 

Hans Meyerhoff 

THE NOONDAY PRESS 

A Division of 

FARRAR, STRAUS AND CUDAHY 

New York 



/~D . .z 
I '} 

BD 
431 
.52753 

Copyright © z!J6z by Beacon Press 

Library of Congress catalog card number 6z-641 7 

First Noonday printing, 1!J62 

Originally published in German under the title 
Die Stellung des Menschen im Kosmos. copyright © z928 

by A. Francke A.G., Bern 

Published simultaneously in Canada by 
Ambassador Books, Ltd., Toronto 

Manufactured in the U.S.A . 

MON~- - L~BR AR . 
bbe~ . ' J SeIH On1 

Taa eatuc~ 



Contents 

Translator's Preface vii 

Translator's Introduction ix 

Author's Preface 3 
Introduction: The Concept of Man 5 

I The Stages of Psychophysical Life in Plant, 

Animal and Man 8 
II The Essence of Spirit 35 

III Spirit and Life 56 
IV Philosophical Anthropology _ and Religion 88 

Notes 97 
Index 101 



Man's Place ln Nature 
BY MAX SCHELER 

Translated, and with an introduction, by Hans Meyerhoff 

Man's Place in Nature is Max Scheler's last work, and 
represents the final phase of his philosophical world-view. 
Here he summarizes his ideas on philosophical. anthro
pology-the culmination of his lifelong preoccupation 
with the questions: "What is man?" and "What is man's 
place in the nature of things?" 

"Scheler {1874-1928)- who, with Husserl, launched the 
phenomenological movement during the first quarter of 
this century- is known to English readers largely by 
reputation and through the few works which have been 
t'fanslated. In this volume, Scheler's superb intellect, his 
deep commitment to empirical research and his genius for 
metaphysical ideas combine to analyze the essential 
structure of man. Scheler here explores the problems of 
what we mean by "life" in nature; the stages of organ
ization found in the development of living beings; the 
traits of life at these stages; the unique characteristics 
of man in the evolutionary structure. Perhaps most 
important, he asks what kind of problems emerge, for 
philosophy and science, from this over-all survey. 

Cover design by Carrie Makover 

Woodcut, ADAM & EVE (1519) by Hans Baldung 

NOONDAY PRESS, 19 UNION SQUARE WEST, NEW YORK 3 


