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MERTON " FRIENDS: A lola. 
... ...., alnc- Mft'toIl. Robft1 
La. aDd Ed w.rd Rice. By J . .. e. 
Harlord . Co.d ..... , NY, 2008. 
~ .". J1Ia FOIftl. 

'TeD me what axDPIItl1)'ou kerp, IDd nI 
tell you what )'OU are. • So Aid CerwaD.tH. 

Amoae'1'borMl M«toa'. cae.. frieDdI 
were Bob La md Ed Rb..J .... u.iord'a 
mpainc remembnDce of thiI trianaSe 01 
frieMI briDp to IIcbt bow muc:b iaJIuenoe 
they had oa NCb other IDd how 10 mIaJ 
otbcn 1ftft IIfkted br their frieodIh1p. 

1bI!r met eM:b other 111 1936. r..Iermbla 
Uaiftnily Ia New yon. AD three were OIl 
tbe..,cllbe~ .• iliettitD"4 .. it+ 
that. bid 0JIICb in common with TIM New 
VOI'Iler (00 who.e UH Robert La would 
liter work II poetry edHor). 

In tber ~ ct.ra. Ed Rice _ !be only 
one 01 the Ibn!e who _. c.aboit. tbou&h 

By Martyrs 
17 oIttMt p"p' .latioo OIl our contineat: unem
p&oyment. rio4eoc:e, m.u eaduioa, and 
lon:aI mIcr.&o. We couat Of! the ooIIa))o. 
ntioo oIaD the meD .ad women 01 tood wiD 
Ia the whole woricl The relation 01 evanae
Iladoo to 1I"bendoo ~ 4en.cIi 
SO); of faith IIld tile, .-e pwt 01 the v,;,m 
Americ:Ib axl Canllbem ecdeIW jMz iI .... O' 
lind charxttrile our ItrU.aIe ror justn in 
lhe aJOItructioft of pNee. 

The Lalift American ."d Caribbean 
Oudt, .. PtopIe 01 God. .. CIOOCei ned'" 
the future. Our faith looks to the 0JriItim 
('Oft1IDmf6eo to lad room for rrecdom. .... 
ridpetion aod I'npoCllibility. 1My mIr. lor 
inoomtil'elin their IIeWCh .... _ piths 011& 
entbJ_~OurOvbtian~ 
nnlAitiH 1mowinc ~ they are ~ 
for the • of future rmendoo .. ied com
ritled 10 deImd DIIbre aid pratIW humin.. 
animal. plau mil. aquatk IlIe. Wltbout • new _ ............ """ .... ...- .. 
~ Iibendoa. tha-e will be no future 
IIOd ~ NIl the mit of deItroyina the euct 
place where God made HI_ .Wance with 
tun.JitJ' IIXI fth II cI cn:a&o. (Gal 9:9-J7) 

The Lalill American and Caribbean 
0wrdI m arin ... ,.. to foIow Jeiut 011 His pII.b. 
~ by the witDeU 01 mMI)' mar
tyB: incfIamou .. blIcb. bishoJ». priaU. reII
&Ious 'fI'OIDeD and rom. aDCIlqpeop&e. who, 
lib: Jea-. hwt tPk 1beIr own blood 10 ddmd 
We. Confident In the God of Ute, Falher
Mother of aD people, we prod&im our (aith In 
the Spirit Who conducu H1story on Its Will)' to 
the fIWiiiood.tioo 01 the Kingdom or God. wit, 
nHIed by Jesul of Nazar-eth and failhfuUy 
lollowed by our Molher, Mary, whom we 
InvoU with the: name: Aparmda. + 

mE CAmoUC WORKER 

Thom.aa Merton ... in the tbkIt of • rdi
aiouI queM thai aakniP.altd In his ~ .. 
oearby CorpuJ ChriJti ParWI in Novemb« 
1938 with Ed Rke .. hi. sodflther and 
Rob«t La. a J_, prestot .. I ";laesa. 
1bree yean later, Thomu Merton bcpn 
monaIdc Iiit .. the ~ Abbey 01 Our 
lady at GdbIemanI in Kmwcky, ret biI ,. 
tiooIbip .nth both Ed Rke aod Robert La. 
wallO condnue boch tbroqb oc:c:aIioMl ~ 
itslndlrequeat~, . 

The mDIl obriouI ~ to the ties that 
bouod them. aod what their IIbwed lrlterata 
~ _.hIb8ee maauIne, a month
ly jouraal edited by Ed Rke with c.'OU.Ibora
doo from both Robert Lu and Thom .. 
Merton ~ I MnaIl. ~ .. , oItaJ. 
eated. uoudeI ptIid c:oae.,u.e:.. The &nt iIeue 
~ In 1953. lI _unpwaDcled II1'IOClI _.-U ............. J ...... 
IinaIIJ cIrvwned ill m:I ink about 196'1. s.dIy, 
DO publcllion bas Jd eme:tRf'd to take ill 
place:. If 1_ unearth I me.t of IOId coin. 
buried In our badF;yvd,l'd love 10.., it up ...... 

There ..-..a't • Iina~ iuue of Jttbilee 
dIM flied 10 be. I Nine cherr: wtnl ~ 
impelllil'e pboco ~ plu • .omeoftbe 
moll IItriJdnc typognphy ot' the time. The: 
axatmt _ wide ~ Ifjmpee:s 
of church liIe:. portn,ill 01 hou_ oC hospi
taIIb', profilet and iota'views with remu\
abIe~. aDd wdHDuI&JaI.ed .. tic:Ie:a CIa 

Sturv, Ir1 and ..mitectun!. I doubt II1)'ODC! 

~ with the CatboIiC' Wone.- in tbotIe 
day. let an l-..e 01 J .. biIee 10 WlTUd. It 
_ I COMlatIt woke of e:oc.ouraaemeat to 
IQ)'ODI! who _Ihwn 10 CtriItiaPit;(I deep

" ........ 
I retoiced KWnI )'ftn 110, when viJitina 

SL 8oaMoeoture'. um-wty in Obn. NY, to 
ditcoftt' a ~ ad of bKk t.ueJ of 
~ 1n.1ibnry room tkvottd to1homu 
Merton and Robert Lax. What I h.t fortot
len in the cIecadeJ Iioa: the .... .hebiIec: _ 
nl.IUed aut was the conJIilleDt inte:n:Jt the 
JMp.Iine took In the Orthodoa Church. 1ft 
the hundmi or 10 lIeuH I IcIokrd through. 
dMft _, allin&le: '-we tbal dldn' have 
.omethina in It about I!UU!nl Chrittianky. It 
mlaht be I photo portrait of life In St. 
Catherine'. monastery on the Sinal, I col
ItdioG of IlOriN rrom the DeMrt FIIthcn. or 
aomtthina .. pall as an ad promotine the 
Ale, by JIlIJ4Ieto" of Icon ~oduction. or 
rerordInaJ 01 Byzantine or Ruulan chanL 

The opIontion of the I ..... es I looked 
thr(MIp produced • queat.kla I could not 
IMM:I" at the time: What inIpimI J~'. 
puciIoIlate mpaemeol in what mU81 '
It'tmIed 1D many readrn 10 lhoIc Uya &D 

e.ottrlc 60rm 01 OuiJtlanit}'llwu.....-e it 
had been. lpeel.1 lotere.t of Thom .. 
Merton' .. WuJ.w&N heI&Ma fuel ThomaI 
Mertoa '. Interttll in the Ortbodaa Chun:hl 
Or_it mimIrirlc hlIlntere1l1 

I mnemb« how deepty moved Thomas 
Merton _ by • lid al pbotOl alii&! In III 

Ortbodcat mOQasu!r), lhat appeamI in one 
iIaae oI~. _I hIppmed 10 be,.jth him 
wbm he was Iooldna lhrouah IL One 01 the 
pbot.ot ahowed • hca¥U;y-bearded Athonlte 
moo.k wbo ktoked okitr than Abraham. He 
... ttaDdina bdl1Dd .Iaon.a: bIIttm!d table in 
the rdectory, whBe In the bM:kIrouod, .. I 
rec . lI . ..... hu,e fresco 01 the La.1 
Judcmet:lt. The monk'. head .... bowed 
lilahlb'. HIs ~ IteI'tIld 10 con" the ... 
mot. There _ • mnarbtIIe wInenbiIity ia 
Ilia lace. ~ III him. -Thomal Menon MId. 
"ThIs JU1 hal been kiaeed by Godr 

FromJ_ H.wford'. book, 111 .... 1 know 
the answe- 10 my qUotJdon, It was DOt juJt 
an Inlerett 0I'ThomaI Mertoo'.lhat JubUee 
was taldnr up. but • topic of long-1-u.on1n, 
impoc-laDce to an three of t1Mo:m. 11 IeemJ 
that Ed Rice was &r.1n tine. He wrote in IU. 
journal in 1949, ~YCf IIlnte I lint d111CCM!1"ed 
the 8y»nline rit~. my head h .. ~ fiJIf!d 
",lth the memory of the mUlic .nd the 
churches IUld the peopIe.' ! wanlto Iell eYCf)" 

ooe .boutthem, bring t..-veryone to the lIf!f' 

vketI .... Bul no one: 1leem8 to care: 

--
In fact.. dMft weft tho!Ie who did care. 

IIRIOD& them Rober1 lD.. who by tbra had 
become • C.thollc, but with an Hatwaro 
tune.. 14 time. Robert I..aa wu 10 make lid 
home in the -.ortd oIByuntine ChriIItiaDiIy, 
lMna .lOlitary cootempIatM life: ia~. 
5naIIy aeuJing on the island af Patmos. 1oca
tion oC one of the lU'!'"t Orthodox 1OOIwter"· 
a.. Thoma MenonwaslOOttw:r. Doubtn 
he 'WOUld '- abd!J rone: with Ed Ria: to 
IIervkeJ at the chun:heJ he was attendin,. 
but by 1949 he was in his el,abth)'i!U' at the .....-..,. 

A good deal of James H.,.ford·. book it 
devoted to Jubik!e and the propbt:dc ro&e il 
played dUlini; ita fouru!.ep yl!ln.. Amooa: the 
iaauct. it 1IddrHaed, one lhat C08I h dearty 
-mill)' s-W:- ancdIt!d their' buJk orden. 
_ birth control. In 1962. one of the n~ 
line', 'IIfriten (Ptter White. flllberal eIe¥m) 
reported on " JW'\I'tY pubHsbed in • t-'re:nch 
CathoUc)ournal on the failure of the Set-ond 
V.tic.n Couadl to .ddre • • thltlalue: 
-certain kinds of PIYChic Imbalanot, or ner
_~ ..... fn!qumtIy theflSllt III 
prq:DIInCies foIIooJrinc one aoother" too npid
Iy, or of continence heroically ldl1iced ..... AI 
the time. for • catholic publication to addn:M: 
the iIIaIe was 10 take • *p onto 'fICf")' thin ice, 
yet JubiJee murned 1D it from time to time, 
!1eYH directly c:ritk:izin.g Church leaching, 
but JlreJIing the damage cauaed in mIlly 
IlIIII'i.airN by Iboe wOO .. ~ to p-.ctiot 
-..bat the Church wu preachina;. 

JubiJee WIll not • YOke 01 opposition !I(t 

much U 1)ournaI tearchinJI: ~ whll WIllI 
moat vital m Catholk ChriJtianity. It ..... 
~ 01. mooth-to-roonth minde lhat 
It man.ged to carryon •• long I. 11 did 
delpite chronic &nInciII difliculUet.llJ work 
beina done in CI"IInC)ed QI.IIIfU!r'Iin rooms It 
rented on Park Aw:oue South. 

In the earty Sb:ties. 1 woukl 000llIl00aUy 
drop by at lheJubilo..-e alBee,. Robert w·. 
lnYitIIlioIl. 1_ pIrt allhe Nt:... Yon: Cathoic 
Wor\er COIIlIJ1I.Inib', thrn on Chr)'Mie 5tTect. 
.hbiIN: ..... withln waDOOa dIJunce. Though 
Robert .... oftet:l traveUna (lmona other 
lhinp, from time to lime he .... J*'t of • 
drt:uJ troupe), he had • .maD oflia: to him
tid{ with. de:JIt and two chlira. Though ooe 
of the worid·. k! .... chatty penona. Robert 
I..aa ..... alway. read)' to talk about things 
be ~. Poetry ..... at the top of the IiIL 
ODe ekmenlln hi • .ark in thOle da}'lI was 
the pubUcalion ala poetry broadshed ca1le4 
P-. GO two luues of whlch were on the 
~ pipet' _ or UIIin& the same formal By 
thiI time, with the hdp of Ilia &ie:nd. the artist 
and deJi.Iner EmU Antonucci, Robt.ft I..IJI.·. 
book. eva.. aI lise Sw1, had bem pub
lI.hed .Dd l.here w •• eYeD .n off,aff· 
BtoadWl.)' IQee production of the poem In 
o ne of M.nb.n.n' •• m.lle.1 theatera. 
O:laRit1, '"C'rcua ollhe Sun-" oow back in 
print .. p.-t 01. co8edion al aD Robert la's 
circus poetry, Clrad 0.,.. aDd NlChts. 
Th1J wouAd be ooe of the boakJ 1 would keep 
were my Iibrry limited to only 1m voIumes.} 

BeJlde. belna • booJr; .bout Jubilee. 
James Hlrlont provide. biographies of . U 
three principals. The por trait or TIlOm .. 
Mertnn .uuck me H thot leI$! ClHTII~e of 
the thrt!f', oflrrina. view olThomu Mertoo 
lb.t Is most vivid In II!! In!ltment of hi ~ pn!

mol1lli1k day • . It'. a por tnlit similar 10 Iht! 
o ne th.t enlellled In Ed Rk.'C'. book, The 

M_ in tbe~TrR-·Mertootbe 

Original Ik.t- wha 5lIITIcl\0w laJldlod In I 
CatholkTflIl'Ili5t ~Cf'J but who. in tiM" 
end. mighl have ~ II happy, If not happi
e r. In • Buddhill ma n as ter y- nol the 
Thomas Merion who Aid the MaliS dally, 
wu devmci\lo thl! Rosary. and who m1~ 
the Latin lituflO' e¥en ",hIle I)'fIlJ)lthiDna 
with ilstnnJbdm Into modem ~ As 
james H .. ford knew Thoma MC':f11Ml QIlIy 
through hi. boob and hit friendship with 
Robert Lu and Ed. Rice, it'. not aupriNng 
\hal. the portnWlS 01 Robert La.1IId Ed Rk:e 
Ilk more rompeDing. 

Ed Rice ~I in mlny .,. • tragic 6g
urc. He had wanted to be In .,.ti .. but this 
.... atroolly oppoRd by hi. parents. Be 
"'eat to Columbll rather t.h.n H.rv.rd 
beallde his parents wanted him Uvina not 
too far aWQ, the bettlY to Iu!ep an eye on 
him. ~ Columbia. the ...won thai led to 
J..a.Iee gradUlllJ took root but it look yeIn 
to find the backing such. venture required, 
and in lac! the maauine ne¥1Y atood on ......... """"""'. When JIIbiIee went under in 1901, It ..... 
• biner- defe.t for Ed Riel!!. Attn-ward he 
IocuIed hit tMenlil 00 phoI.ogntphy and writ, 
inc, produdna I.me. albooka.. .. ieut one 
01 which was • bell ..eller, • much-pqbed 
biagnphy of Richard Francis Burton. But 
he !Ier.fm ram,. to h<\'Ye found Inner pe«e In 
what he was doing. HII &r. tnarTiIge ended 
in ~. hi ...... "'OI"MI WIll (1.It IIOOrt by the: 
tkloilh of lti. wife in In IUla .-ddenL He _ 
prlInII! to drwmdc IllOOd I'WiaD IJld had long
runnin& 1ICrimoniou. di!IpUtes with ~ 
people, including hill.,.,. I wu happy ta (\1. 
cover. thlllkli lo j lfTlel Harford'. book, that 
though Ed RIce had bem eJtnnged from 
the Cathatic Church for I nwnba- of )'Nn. 
toward the end of hi. life he roond hi. way 
back. dr.winK enormou. Slfenltlh from Ihtl """""". Robtrt Lu. emcran as the: happirJ!. of 
the thfl!e. Hi. pof!tr)' bean witneM to the: 
aJtoniflltbur depth a( hil coolenlllbtive life. 
tie...., among lhc world', III!Ul arnbltioul 
P'!'OPIe, not III aD unI""", to be in the bade of 
the line and last 10 be waited on. llke many 
hermit .. he was I magnet to mIIlY peopk! 
-mg ~ IJld l'nCOUr3fr'l5ncnl., which he 
pnMded with thr utmolll modeIcy. HilI"dI'eIII 
to thco G.-k Islandl during" the III!'COnd IWf 
of his life .. ~ him from far mOl'fl visitOl"J 
than would have (ound their way to h1m had 
he ~ in the us. 

A true FrucilCln in tennl of OIIteriai 
needs. hI!! nutnag(!d to get by on very Uttle: 
money. aurvlvin, mainly on the me .ger 
Incotne that came to him thinks 10 his poet. 
ry and the 0ttalIi0nal n:adingJ he gave in 
the US and more affluent parlJl of Eu~. 
Many editon of podry journals had little or 
no internl in pubUlliUni has poetry-too lew 
wont. pel" PI!le _. routinerompbint-bul 
Robt..ort t.u. teemed ent1rdy untroubled. I( 
you liked hi. poetry, fine, Ind If yuu didn't , 
thai was aIJa Me, Yet l.ewas 'fI'I!D published. 
even if in IImID edioo..-ln the US by EmIl 
Antonu..'ri'l journt..,),mlll I'ret!!, in Europe 
by I\.'fldo. lie was I l1\IIl .t home in si~. 
He caWd I!pl!Od many • <Pet hour;u. walCh
inI the ll.aht 00 the waler IIId the comina 
and aoinM of fishing boats. 

JIIrIetI Harfont'l book il not only .bout 
frie:ndI but iI. teMimany to the sacnmtnt 01 
friendship. + 
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