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The author was first introduced to Persian 
studies when, as a 'Student Interpreter' 
in the Levant Consular Service, he 
studied Arabic, Persian and Turkish at 
Cambridge under Professor E. G. Browne 
and Professor Reynold Nicholson (19 I 2-

1914). At the same time he realized the 
value of Persian thought in any attempt 
to draw East and West together. He 
entered the Dominican Order in 1919, 
and, in 1929 was invited to come to 
Persia by Mgr. Adrian Smets, then 
Apostolic Delegate in Teheran, where he 
entered into close and constant contact 
with many Persian writers and Professors 
and especially the venerable Ni'matullahi 
Dervish, Sheikh Shamsul 'Urafa, to whom 
he is greatly indebted. In its modest way, 
says the author, this book would be a 
token of his gratitude to these men and of 
his admiration for the Persian genius. 

Catholic readers may be glad to know 
that this book has the Nihil Obstat and 
Imprimatur of the Dominican and 
Diocesan authorities in Rome. 
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