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| YEECTED
SILENCE

The Autobiography of
THOMAS MERTON

With a Foreword by
EVELYN WAUGH

FElected silence sing to me
g And beat upon my whorléd ear,
! Pipe me to pastures still and be
The music that I care to hear
GERARD MANLEY HOPKINS

LONDON
BURNS & OATES
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In the decade that has passed since it first appeared this book has become
established as the leading spiritual classic of our times. It is written by
a man who is of our day and age as St Augustine and Cardinal Newman
were of theirs. It traces quite simply in readable, contemporary English,
the story of one man’s restlessness in the twentieth-century urban
civilization of the West, of his search for peace and where and how he
finally found it. This, his first book, is filled with the freshness and
excitement of the long voyage of discovery which preceded Thomas
Merton’s emergence, witi his subsequent writing, as one of the foremost
spiritual writers of todxy. This is what the reviewers said about Elected
Silence on publication:

“It is a rare pleasure to read an autobiography with a pattern and
meaning valid for all of us. It is a book one reads with a pencil so as
to make it one’s own.”—GRAHAM GREENE

“A remarkable book, perhaps a classic of its kind, written in a
vivid, rich and alert style which ranges from crisp vernacular to
passionate eloquence, full of picturesque incident and passing at times
into religious ecstasy . . . there is no escaping its spell.”—Times Literary
Supplement

“Moving and sincere record . . . our time needs such stark devotion
as his.”—G. S. FRASER in the Observer

“Uncommonly good . . . commands sympathy and respect.”
—RAYMOND MORTIMER in the Sunday Times

“There can be no mistaking the sincerity and the eloquence with
which Merton conveys the spiritual tension ... impressive.”’—GEORGE
MavLcoLM THOMSON in the Evening Standard

“One of the only books about the life of the spirit which is at once
in modern slang and flattering to contemporary intelligence . . . a
direct and moving personal story . .. modern and very good.”—JOHN
BETJEMAN in the Daily Herald

‘“Elected Silence is without question one of the most interesting books
of personal revelation published in the past few years.”—PETER
QUENNELL in the Daily Mail

“Mr. Merton’s spiritual progress from disbelief to faith is im-
pressively and sincerely conveyed . . . He has notably and usefully suc-
ceeded in presenting in contemporary idiom his reaction against a
prevailing spirit of materialism and futility.”—MALCcOLM MUGGERIDGE
in the Daily Telegraph
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