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[Tij khl The chien /I bung no nom 7939J, aang Iy ra tal ao 

au y thtic ae thOy ding nguyen nhOn gay chien tranh ch{nh 

la toi 101. Neu tal chOp nh(jn hOng an nen thdnh ma Chua 

ao trao ban khl chlu phep Rua VaG thdng 77-7938, thi aleu 

gi 191 co the xay ra tren the glol nay aUr;fc I AI19i khOng the 

muong tUr;fng aleu ma mot vi thdnh co the lam cho nhOn 

1001. BCfI vi si/ thdnh thlen thi m9nh me hdn co toan b¢ hOa 

nguc g¢p 19i Cung voi Chua Kito aang cU ng(.l trong long 

minh, cac thdnh co aayau suc m9nh tu quyen ae vUdng va 

quyen cal quan cua Duc Kit6. Va vi cac thdnh y thuc nhU 

the, nen cac ngal dang hlen tron ven bOn than minh cho 

ChUa KltO, ae NgiJol co the su d(.lng suc m9nh cua NgiJol 

qua nhCing hanh vi be nhO nhOt va het suc tam thUong cua 

cac ngal ngi5 hOu cuu rol the glan. » 

(Trfeh Ngon nui bay tang, 

Phan II, Chuang 2 - Dong nUDe nguo'e) 
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« Ta bao cae nglYO'i hay : 

Thien Chua co the lam cho nhfrng han da nay 
tr& nen con cai Abraham . » 
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Nguon anh minh hQa : 

Anh b&i Thomas Merton: 35 

Phac hQa b&i Thomas Merton: 15,18 

Anh chl,lp Thomas Merton bCri Sibylle Akers: trang 2 

Anh ve cUQc a&i cua Thomas Merton: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 

10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 

30,31,32,33,34,36,37 
MQt so cM. thich anh co tham khao The seven mountains of 

Thomas Merton [Bay ngQn nlii trong am Thomas Merton 1 cua 

Michael MOTT, Houghton Mifflin Company, Bonston, 1986. 

Tat cd cdc dnh va phcic hQa noi tren su- dl,1ng v&i Sl!' cho phep cua 

Trung tam Thomas Merton tc;zi DC;Zi hQc Bellarmine, Hoa Ky. 
Xin tri an Tie'n Sl Paul M Pearson, Gidm doc va Chuyen vien 

hl'u trir cua Trung tam Thomas Merton da cung dip cho 

chung t6i nhirng tU' li¢u quy bciu nay. 
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THOMAS MERTON sinh nam 1915 tai Phap, mang hai dong mau 

Anh va My, den dinh eli tal Hoa Ky vao th~p nien 1930, nhan 

bang Thae Sl Van ehLiong eGa Dai hoc Colombia, dil giang day tai 

Dai hoc Thanh Bonaventura tai Olean, New York. TU kinh nghiem 

tri thtie trong vai tro mot giao SLi, ngai Liu tLi ehay bong ve nhO'ng 

van nan eGa doi song hii;>n dai va Liae muon tim thay on etiu do 

eho ddi minh, de riSi den tuoi hai mLiol sau tra lai Cong giao va gia 

nhap Dan vien Trappit Gethsemani gan Louisville, Kentucky. Nam 

1948, Ngon nui bOy tang, tae ph am bat hu ra mat eong chung mot 

nam trLide khl ngai thu phong linh mue, tra thanh sieu pham thieng 

lieng, van tiep tue ban ehay mLidi tam nam sau ngay xuat ban. 

Ca trLiae va sau khi bi tai nan tV vong tai Bangkok VaG thang 

12-1968, ngal dil la va van can la « nguiSn gOi hting thieng lieng 

va nha hLiang dan tam linh eho nhieu the he [ ... J Merton trLiae 

tlen la con ngLioi ella cau nguyen, mot nha tLi tLiang khong tin 

nhiem vao nhO'ng gi ma thai dai eGa ngai ehae chan, de riSi ngai 

lai mo ra nhO'ng chan trdi mai eho nhleu tam hiSn va eho Giao hoi. 

Ngal eung la ngLioi eGa doi thoal, co va hoa binh giO'a cae dan 

nLiae va cae ton giao. [ ... J Noi ngal tim thay kha nang doi thoa i 

va ma long eho Thien Chua» (Dve Thanh Cha Phanxieo, dien tl! 

tai Washington, D.C. trang ehuyen eong du Hoa Ky 24-9-2015) 

« COC tOc pham cua Thomas Merton 
La hoa troi cua m6t duc tin 

do tru nen liti doi thoQi va hQt giong hoa binh 
thea van phang cua m6t nguili chiem ni~m_ » 
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A MOT TRONG nhvng tac pham noi tieng nhat cua mot ngL1ai suot dai 

tim kiem duc tin va hoa blnh, N99n nui bOy tang dL1Q'c vi nhL1 « TV thu 

Thanh Augustino the ky xx " (£)uc Cha Fulton J. Sheen). Khi chi mai 

Thomas Merton, mot chang thanh nien thong minh va vo cung 

da nh~n ra rang khong co gl tren dai co the lam khuay kh6a 

noi tam ngay mot gia tang. SI) tim toi ve nhvng van de 

dL1Q'c nung dot them nha nhvng tac pham cua triet gia Phap 

cung nhvng vang thd cua linh ml,JC - thi Sl Dong Ten Gerard 

da dan dL1a Merton den vai phep RLia va sau cung den 

VOl mot dan vien Dong Trap de nau than trong « bon buc tL1ang cua nen 

ti) do mai ". Ndi day, ngai d§ viet nen chung tV dac sc3c nay, mot ti) thu~t 

thieng lieng doc nhat vo nhi cua mot ngL1ai rut lui kh6i the gian sau khi 

da dam chlm trong the gian ay. Tac pham nay dL1Q'c xep VaG hang « best

seller " vai hdn mot trieu b21n t ieu thl,J va d§ dL1Q'c dich sang gan hai mL1di 

ngon ngv. 

« Tac pham dL1Q'C viet vai va n phong gian di ; thai thd au trai day nhvng 

« Cac tac pham cua Thomas Merton 
La hoa trai cua m9t duc tin 

dti tra nen Liii doi thoqi va hqt giong hoa binh 
theo van phong cua m9t nguiii chiem ni~m. » 

£)L1c Thanh Cha Phan co 
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MOT TRaNG nhClng tk pham noi tieng nhat cua mot nguai suot dai 

kiem dvc tin va hoa binh, N99n nui bOy tang dUQc vi nhu « Ttj thu 

Augustino the ky xx » (Dvc Cha Fulton J. Sheen). Khi ch i moi 

Thomas Merton, mot chang thanh nien thong minh va va cung 

d§ nh~n ra rang khong co gi tren dai co the lam khuay kh6a 

nQi tam ngay mot gia tang. Su ti m toi ve nhClng van de 

dLlQc nung dot them nha nhClng tac pham cua triet gia Phap 

cung nhClng vang tho' cua linh ml,lC - thi Sl Dong Ten Gerard 

d§ dan dua Merton den voi phep Rua va sau cung den 

VOl mot dan vlen Dong Trap de nau than trong « bon bvc tuang cua nen 

tI) do moi ». No'i day, ngai d§ viet nen chvng W d~c sac nay, mot tI) thu~t 

thieng lieng doc nhat va nhi cua mot nguai rut lui kh6i the gian sau khi 

d§ dam chim trong the gian ay. Tac pham nay dUQc xep VaG hang « best

sel ler » voi ho'n mot t rieu ban tieu thl,l va d§ dUQc dich sang gan hai muo'i 

ngon ngCl. 

« Tac pham dUQC viet voi van phong gian di ; thai tho' au t rai day nhClng 

hinh anh si nh dong tuyet vai ; t inh phe bin h tlnh huang kha sac net, co vi 

chan chat tlf tinh khi cua tac gia, nhung khong he dUQC uy mi hoa b6'i viec 

rai b6 the gian de VaG mot dan vi~n . » - Commonweal 

« Buac chuyen dot ngot VaG Dan vi ~ n Trappit Gethsemani the h i ~ n mot 

nhi~t huyet noi tam sau sac danh dong doc gia. Bay 121 dieu kho dien d<;lt, 

nhung trinh thu~t van co gi do Iuu l<;li cho doc gia mot cach ca vi, du ho 

co the xa l<;l voi kinh nghi~m thuoc d<;lng nay; ta khong the nao doc suong 

ma khong than phl,lc va tran trong. » - New York Herald Tribune Books 

« Ngon nui bOy tang qua th~t 121 cuoc phieu luu kY thu cua mot tam han ... 

No th~t am ap, loi cuon va day chat tI) slj kieu Thanh Augustino. » -

Saturday Review of Literature 
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