
I' 

THE SIX OXHERDING PICTURES 

Zenkei Shibayama 

'~l 



THE SIX OXHERDING PICTURES 

Zenkei Shibayama 

This volume was privately printed in con
nection with a visit of the Abbot Shibayama 
to colleges and universities in the United States 
during 1965. Additional copies are available at 
$1.00 each from The Hazen Foundation, 400 
Prospect Street, New Haven, Connecticut or 
Chapel House, Colgate University, Hamilton, 
New York. 



THE SIX 
OXHERDING PICTURES 

Zenkei Shibayama 

Translated by 
Sumiko Kudo 



Printed and Bound in Japan 
by The Nissha Printing Co., Ltd. 



CONTENTS 
Page 

PREFACE.......................... 1 

EXPLANATORY NOTES ON 
THE SIX OXHERDING PICTURES .. 1 

1. The Oxherding Pictures of Zen. . .. 1 
2. The Mind-Ox ............... '" 3 
3. The Whitening of the Black Ox .. 4 
4. The Herdsman ................ 6 
5. The Tether of Faith ............ 8 
6. The Rod of Striving ............ 9 
7. A Circle ...................... 10 
8. Bibliography .................. 12 
9. Brief Biography of Jitoku ........ 12 

The First Picture: 
AWAKENING OF FAITH .......... 14 

The Second Picture: 
FIRST ENTERING ................ 19 

The Third Picture: 
NOT THOROUGHLY GENUINE YET 25 

The Fourth Picture: 
TRUE MIND ...................... 31 

The Fifth Picture: 
BOTH FORGOTTEN ............ . . 37 

The Sixth Picture: 
PLAyING ........................ 43 


