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28th.2.'6e. 
ev~rend -nd D~~r r other bbess, 

r -ny th1'!n1cS for 
your very kind le"tter, 1hich reachea us lon€, 
~ 0.1 hope you ~ill forgive us for being so 
l"t~ in ~n"lwering itt T e thank you for the 
nic~ picture of your ron~stery, no lso for 
the ~rticle enti tlea: "0 ~nness 'tno the Jlo ' s
!!U:"by T1:om s r erton."1'e find this "'rticle very 

ood in 1""any 1!1?1.ys, but the l~st part dis~ppoint 
-ing.ln r ..... ct,"·e si:rrply c"l.n'ii'O"t""'e~ W'i"th it. 
I suppose you knom to uh~t I refer .. the idea 
of rrore priv"'te ~nd free conversat'.on with 
e ch othe~ - 1 lcn ITJeJtnq "'''-ying"Goodoye'' to 
regy~",r sllence, ",nd ",lso the Iermission 
~pecl~~,for so~e ?f the Jom~unity to enjoy 
more tl~e for solltude ?1.nd silence!~e re~lly 
c~nnot re concile thi 9 ~'i th our regular COMmon 
Ilfe.Perh-p~ it might be adFitted if "1.11 the 
l!le:rrb~rs of the Jornmuni ty , ere perfect .. "hich 
~9 sl1""ply a 'are~w' or. this eJtrth. 

All these ch~nge8 ~i~ at ~ore ind~pendence 
which includes less obedience,tO""""S'Pe~k cle~~
ly,for hop could less(obedience)dependenc~ on 
the ules le"'d to re 1 1 union with the Divine 
'ViII? The results,or,~t least,so1""e of the 
r~sults will be,-~s one IT~y cle-rly fores~e _ 
if one h~s sorre experience of jhe cloisterea 
life,- ", ai~inition of esteem ~nd love for 
the l~tter of the rules7 0f course,mith the 
v~in hope of .lCeepin their spiri t t ! _ dirrin
ition - ~ore ~nd 1""ore re1""~r.lCeo - of respect 
for authority,-therefore for supern"tur~l 
"lpirit,for re~l ,p~ ctised humili~y,-all 
things dir ctly opposed to the spirit of the 
Holy Founderq,in t ord,~g~inst the spiri~ of 
the Gospels. Is th~t ~'return to "tne sources1 
Jer"t~inly,our recent Popes ~o repe~tealy 
deIT~nded th"l.t return,h",d not the intention to 
shut th~ doors Ie ding to "those holy spurces. 

3. 
H~ve you big J01""~unity ? ~nd do you get 
1""~ny subjects thes~ d~ys ? .. 
me C"'ITe here in I954,froIT ~l~~ye,Indl~,~nd, 
-fter F."'ny difficul"ties,su~ceedeQ in build
ine our 1 on~stery by 1959~D.G~ 
o\t first n tive voc~tions were very few, 
but nom ~~ h~ve six ~fri~~n 9isters,five of 
~ho~ h~ve the bl ck veil - "two in SoleF.n 
Vows, :'Ind three in TeT'1porery VOws. IJle""se 
pr~y for "their pers~ver~n~e.They are very 
fervent out not too s"trone physic lly. 

are t\.f ~i c ~ n gi r 1 s are ~" ki ng to j a in us, ~ s 
~~ny ~s four coming ~t ~hrist~~s for inter
view,hence,our hitherto s~~ll ~o1""~unity is 
growine "llowly,"Ind is full of hope for the 
future. 

rishine your de"r Jor;:rr.uni"ty ,. very 
ferv~n"t Lent,followed by tne gre~"t joy of 
HA"lter,~nd pro~i~inG to pr·y very speci,.lly 
for you,rother,~nd ~ll your D"ughters -

I rep' "lin, 
~ffection·t~l~ your9, 

~~\~~~ 
~ --.. 

~ . GQ."",-~ \~ 
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2. 
It is ~ gre~t pi~y th~t the ~ctu~l spirit 
in ~~ny religious is ~ ~~xture of Jhrist
i~n -nd of ~"orldly spirit ...... ~o."nooody c~n . 
~ ~ke us b~lieve th~t one c~n,~ith th-t ~ixt~ 
u~e ,rr~k~ ~ pure eV"lneei c 1 spiri t ... Hom c'n \ 
th~ so-c~lled conte~pl-tive religious ccorr- \ 
plish their t-qk in the Jhurch if they pre- : 
fer to cut here -nd th~re cert~in exieences : 
of th~ Gospel <: They IT'ieht live ~ piou~ life i 
p~rhlllps, but to spre d th~ fl~I"e of ])i vine j 
Love in the world uill cer~~inly not oe the~ 
,ork,- bec~use th .. t lli~nce between 8tlrist : 
~nd l~s ene~y the Vorld(th~t kina of ~orld : 
for hich He diu no~ even pr~y),prevent such ! 
religious fro~ living tne life of Love,of ! 
Divine Lov~,- consequently,they h~ve no ~ey : 
of ",pre-ding it - Ithougn it is just wh:-t \ 
~s needed ctu:-lly - ~nd ~lways - in our : 
disturbed ~nd deceived World... ~ 
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'E IJI\ . 

frorr th~ 'orld,~nd everything tn~t pert~ins ~: 
to I -jor P"!.p~l nclosure, beC~Use,\ .. hilst .~! 
~greeing with the ch~nges brou,?htl ~bout by -I ~ 
v~tic~n II., nu loy-lly ~ccept~n~~ll ~h~~ ~ 
~ppli s to us ~s Jloistered Religious, e Yi 
underst~nd by th~ 'spiritu~l rene~l"'l','nd : 
'return to the sources',the re 1 spirit of 
fervour of our Holy ounder ~nd Foundress. 

~hen we hela the Jh~p~ers for ~n9 lIlering the 
I uestionn.ire","e "ere truly touched "'ith 
the ~n9 Ters of our young Africl'ln Professed, 
~nd their ze-l to cl~ng to everyth~ng of the 
~usteritieC! of our life.Tneir T'istress s~ie 
t hey h"!.d been left ~b901utely free to s.y 
-nd write -ccording to their own ide~s ~nd 
desires. 

I\~ this is the firs t tip"e 'we luwe ~ny 
correspondence ~".Ti th e ch other, de~r ~ other, 
~e feel we do not know you or your ]orrrrunity 

-~ e}:lg, ~r9"b1: will 
J f~el 1tb ) 

~ 11"e', 
--nd you rill feel the s~~e ~8 reg~rds us _ 
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