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Retreat From The World 
This is an extraordinary OXlok. It is the fascinating, 
intensely honest confession of an a ttractive, gifted 
young man, who at the age of ~ave up the pleas­
ures of a stimulating worldly life for the isolation of 
a Trappist monastery. 

Son of prosperous, middle-class parents, Thomas 
Merton spent his childhood in England, France and 
the United States. As a student at Columbia Univer­
sity he was popular and successful. He was interested 
in literature and modern art and was an euthusiastic 
participant in impromptu jazz sessions. But a burn­
ing concern with the problems of modern life and a 
desire to find his personal salvation eventually led to 
his complete withdrawal from the excitement and 
confusion of the world. 

Today, he is an ordained priest, Father M. Louis 
O.C.S.O., in the Trappist order at Gethsemani, Ken­
tucky, where this book was written, and one of the 
country's most notable writers and poets. 

Merton spares no one, least of all himself, in his 
candid analysis of his evolution from a campus sophis­
ticate to a Trappist monk. How he coped with the 
temptations and obstacles in his path, his picture of 
confused youth in the depression years and his fas­
cinating account of life in a monastery make reading 
this book a unique experience for readers of every 
faith. 

"It deals ... not with what happens to a man, but 
with what happens inside him-that is, inside his 
soul. It should hold the attention of Catholic and 
non-Catholic alike." 

-Clifton Fadiman 
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SIGNET and MENTOR Titles You Will Enjoy 

o THE FAITH OF BILLY GRAHAM by T.S. Settel. The 
words of the world's most famous evangelist are 
placed in context alongside of the Bible. 

(#T5284-75¢) 

o HERE I STAND: A LIFE OF MARTIN LUTHER by 
Roland H. Bainton. A vivid and authoritative por. 
trait of the man who spearheaded the Protestant 
Reformation. "The most readable Luther biogra. 
phy in English."-Time. Illustrated with line draw. 
ings. (#MY1133-$1.25) 

o GOD'S SMUGGLER by Brother Andrew with John 
and Elizabeth Sherrill. The absorbing account of 
a young Dutchman's courageous missionary work 
behind the Iron Curtain. " ••. a remarkable true 
document which is more thrilling than a spy 
story."-Los Angeles Times (#Y6436--$1.25) 

o MY SHADOW RAN FAST by Bill Sands. The ex· 
traordinary bestseller about an extraordinary man 
-the life story of a San Quentin ex·convict who 
fought his way up from degradation to become a 
fearless crusader in the war against crime. "A 
great book, an inspiring book."--Chicago Tribune 

(#Y6384-$1.25) 

o A TREASURY OF WISDOM AND INSPIRATION 
edited by David St. Leger. The world's great quo· 
tations for every purpose and occasion. From 
Shakespeare to T.S. Eliot, from Cervantes to AI· 
bert Schweitzer, the thoughts of great men and 
women over the centuries. (#Y6117-$1.25) 
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Candid, revealing and 
utterly honest, this is 
the biography of a 

young man who lived 
an exciting, worldly life 

until the age of twenty-six, when he entered a 
Trappist monastery. Its sensitive revelation of 
a deep spiritual experience has made it one of 

the bestselling books of our time. 

"Deeply impresses the mind and the heart ... " 
-The Commonweal 

"The autobiography of Thomas Merton is a Twentieth 
Century form of the Confessions of St. Augustine." 

-Bishop Fulton J. Sheen 

"The Seven Storey Mountain is engrossing from first 
page to last; it is a contribution to man's knowledge 
of man." -Chicago Tribune 

"It should hold the attention of Catholic and non-
Catholic alike." -Clifton Fadiman 
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