





\

WORD ON FIRE
Classics

THE
SEVEN STOREY
MOUNTAIN

THOMAS MERTON

FOREWORD BY BISHOP ROBERT BARRON




Introduction copyright © 1998 by Robert Giroux
Note to the Reader copyright © 1998 by William H. Shannon
Copyright © 1948 by Harcourt, Inc.

Copyright renewed 1976 by the Trustees of the Merton Legacy Trust
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical,
including photocopy, recording, or any information storage and
retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher.
Requests for permission to make copies of any part of the work should
be submitted online at www.harcourt.com/contact or mailed to the
following address: Permissions Department, Harcourt, Inc.,

6277 Sea Harbor Drive, Orlando, Florida, 32887-6777.
www.HarcourtBooks.com
The poem “Song for Our Lady of Cobre” on pages 336-337
by Thomas Merton, from The Collected Poems of Thomas Merton.
Copyright © 1944 by Our Lady of Gethsemani Monastery.
Reprinted by permission of New Directions Publishing Corp.

The poem “For My Brother: Reported Missing in Action, 1943” on page 485,
by Thomas Merton, from The Collected Poems of Thomas Merton.
Copyright © 1948 by New Directions Publishing Corporation,
1977 by The Trustees of the Merton Legacy Trust.
Reprinted by permission of New Directions Publishing Corp.

Ex parte Ordinis: Nihil obstat: Fr. M. GasrieL O’ ConnELL, O.C.S.O.
Fr. M. ANTHONY CHAssaGNE, O.C.S.O.

Imprimi potest: Fr. M. FrReperic Dunng, O.C.S.O., Abbot of Our Lady of Gethsemani
Nihil obstat: Joun M. A. Fearns, ST.D., Censor librorum
Imprimatur: + FRancis CARDINAL SpELLMAN, Archbishop of New York
ISBN-13: 978-0-15-100413-3
ISBN-10: 0-15-100413-7
ISBN-13: 978-0-15-601086-3 (pbk)

ISBN-10: 0-15-601086-0 (pbk)

Printed in the United States of America
First Harvest edition 1999

Word on Fire, Park Ridge 60068
© 2017 by Word on Fire Catholic Ministries
Printed in the United States of America
All rights reserved.

Second edition published 2018. Original edition published 2017.
21 5
ISBN: 978-1-943243-19-8
Library of Congress Control Number: 2017958080
Barron, Robert E., 1959-

www.wordonfire.org

wdrD
OMEFIRE




CONTENTS

®,

@

FOREWORD V
BY BISHOP BARRON

INTRODUCTION IX |
BY ROBERT GIROUX

A NOTE TO THE READER XVII
BY WILLIAM H. SHANNON

(
\
i B 0 e oo v /00 s le 21 0 1050 i 8881 54 S o W ilay s n s’ e oxnia smnmiosigm smsi
i CHAPTER 1 Prisoner’s Base 3
: cHAPTER 2 Our Lady of the Museums 35
J

cHAPTER 3 The Harrowing of Hell 81

cHAPTER 4 The Children in the Market Place 157

B st cntotetoesetaenohstssenrstectsssh abtvesvsosontasitsbsssuson o eibantvanvacsonasen 199

cHAPTER 1 With a Great Price 201

CHAPTER 2 The Waters of Contradiction 269

BERERERIETRIEE ...........cccccccnnnemeeeecerssnntencecsesanasseesosssnnnsesessssnasnsassssanasssessesssnns 305
CHAPTER 1 Magnetic North 307
CHAPTER 2 True North 357
CHAPTER 3 The Sleeping Volcano 403

CHAPTER 4 The Sweet Savor of Liberty 447

Epilogue  Meditatio Pauperis in Solitudine 487




