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Aside from the noteworthy efforts of the Pali
Text Society to translate the entire Pali canon
into English, Theravada Buddhism (the Buddhism of Southeast Asia) has been largely neglected by Western scholarship. Along with an
assumption of its purely static and traditionalist
character has gone a companion belief that it
can be known simply by reading the scriptural
texts. And in keeping with this general context
of neglect, and despite the central place of ethics
in Buddhism as a whole, there have been almost
no treatments of Theravada ethic within the last
two generations or more.
This volume discusses the Theravada ethic
under two major aspects. The first chapters deal
with the classical and doctrinal structure of the
ethic, particularly in terms of the polar tension
between the layman's ethic of rebirth and the
monk's ethic of Nibbana, and with respect to
the attempt in Buddhism to join the two into
one unified pattern of values and practice. The
later chapters explore the social aspects of the
Buddhist ethic, especially as exemplified in the
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Sangha (order of monks) and with regard to
the attempts now being made by Theravada
Buddhism to provide a religious basis for the
solution of the contemporary social and political
problems. The volume will therefore be of interest both to students of Buddhism and of South
East Asia.
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