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THE 

THE FIRST TREATISE 

CHAPTER I 

[Man naturally desires knowledge, but because of 
inward and outward impediments may seldom 
attain to it. The privileged few who so attain, 
urged by natural benevolence, desire to give of 
their precious possession to others; and so likewise 
the author who, sitting at their feet, has gathered 
some fragments of wisdom, has in charity im­
parted thereof to others, in his odes; and now 
perceiving that those odes (and parts of the Vita 
Nuova) are scarce intelligible without a literal 
and allegorical commentary, he invites those 
who are too busy or too slothful to study for 
themselves (but not those who are too vicious or 
too incompetent) to come and share of his intel­
lectual feast.] 

As saith the Philosopher in the beginning of the The 
First Philosophy, 'All men by nature desire to natural 
know'; the reason whereof may be, that each ~ve of 
thing, impelled by its own natural foresight, led~V:­
inclines to its own perfection; wherefore, in­
asmuch as knowledge is the distinguishing 
perfection of our soul, wherein consists our 
distinguishing [IO ] blessedness, all of us are 
naturally subject to the longing for it. Yet of 
this most noble perfection many are bereft, for 
divers causes; which, inside of the man and 


