










































112 A Christian in East Germany 

and all who are in high positions . . .' God gave us our 
fellow-man as a good gift. for whom we should thank him. 
My wife and children. my parents and relatives. my teacher 
and master. my colleague and neighbour. friend and acquain-
tance- they are all the good gift of our Lord. God in his 
boundless grace has ordained that I should not live alone nor 
among wild animals. and that the men around me should 
speak a language that I understand or can learn if need be. 
Therefore I give thanks for the men who are around me. 
Prayer for these people stands beside my thanksgiving. Every­
thing that I ask for myself from God, I should obtain by 
entreaty for everyone else: a heart which is obedient and 
pure. strength and health. protection from wicked temptation 
and distress. peaceable fellowship and a joyful end. We should 
make no distinction in this. We should give thanks for all 
men. and intercede for all. But. we may go on to ask thought­
fully or uneasily: should we apply this to the politicians as 
well? Does this passage really mean to say that we should 
thank God today for politicians and should beseech God for 
those who administer power in our government? Let us put 
the question quite clearly and incisively. Should our primary 
duty as Christians in the DDR really be to pray and give 
thanks for all mankind. including our President Pieck. Prime 
Minister Grotewohl. and all the other members of the Cabinet 
Council. the Volkskammer. the Board of Finance. the District 
Administrations. etc.? 'Pastor,' you may say. 'surely you can't 
really mean that? It is quite impossible to follow you to this 
conclusion. It is impossible to believe that the Bible really 
intends to say this. Here you are entering politics and are no 
longer preaching the gospel!' 

Let me refer to two passages. Surely in his day the writer 
of I Timothy must also have expected a similar protest. For 
these were the times of the wicked despots who ruled as em­
peror in Rome. Caligula and Tiberius before him. Nero and 
Domitian. men who ruled with such tyranny. violence. crime 



our 
him. 
Lcher 
lain­
I his 
: nor 
ould 
1 be. 
me. 

rery-
1 by 
and 

ltion 
ould 
r all 
tght­
IS as 
ould 
I for 
put 

nary 
give 
1me 
)inet 
trict 
:an't 
this 
:ally 
~ no 

riter 
For 
em­
and 
'ime 

Peace and Good Government 113 

and presumption that to this day we still speak of 'Caesar's 
madness', referring primarily to these four emperors. It is with 
these dismal presences among mankind in mind that the letter 
adds that prayers be made for all kings, meaning the Emperor 
and all those in high positions. It means your government 
minister and his functionaries! For God's sake do not forget 
these figures in your prayers; neither forget to thank God for ' 
them. They too are God's good gift, even when this knowledge \ 
goes beyond our understanding, and even when you would 
rather curse than give thanks. Let us go on to ask what the 
biblical background is to this bitter commandment, so contrary 
to our natural inclinations. Were not these emperors. who ran 
such an evil government, and who surely were the opposite 
of what Luther called 'pious and faithful rulers', evil power­
holders in the eyes of the Bible? Our answer: 'This is good, 
and it is acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, who 
desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of 
the truth' (I Tim. 2.3,4). The memory of our Saviour and 
Redeemer throws a friendly and comforting light on all men, 
and without a doubt on all those dark figures who hold power 
in their hands. God wants to save these men too from their 
sins. from death and from Satan's power. Jesus came to them 
too and his call to repentance and to faith is for them as well 
as for us. We dare not overlook the fact that these men too 
belong to the prodigal sons and that God may rejoice more in 
one of them some day than he does in us. Our Lord did not 
conceal the message of good tidings even before a man like 
Pilate, and the Book of Acts preserves this pledge: 'Do not 
be afraid. Paul; you must stand before Caesar' (Acts 27.24a); 
'Take courage, for as you have testified about me at Jerusalem. 
so you must bear witness also at Rome' (Acts 23.11). Whether 
to Jewish king. to Roman governor. or to a leader of Judaism, 
the Apostle brought the message of salvation and the call to 
repentance. a call given with entreating love and joyful fear­
lessness. for God's love has sent his Son into the world in 
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order to save each and every man, whether uneducated 
labourer, president or minister. To the question of how we 
should conduct ourselves towards our politicians today, our 
first answer should be to offer our thanksgiving and inter­
cession, remembering our Saviour who so loved the godless 
that he sacrificed his life for our sakes. For his sake we should 
give thanks and intercede for those in the DDR who hold 
power, instead of keeping bitter silence, complaining, cursing, 
or hating secretly. We shall lose our own salvation before God 
and play wilfully with fire here on earth if, for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, we do not learn to offer this thanksgiving and 
intercession! 

III 

But now we must go on and ask what action follows this 
prayer if for our Saviour's sake we offer our praise and thanks­
giving daily for our President and his Ministers? What is there 
in our behaviour that is inappropriate to this prayer? What 
is suitable to the spirit of the prayer? We read in the second 
chapter of I Peter: 'Be subject for the Lord's sake to every 
human institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme, 
or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do wrong 
and to praise those who do right.' 'Be subject': a bad word 
with an unfortunate sound, not only in our day. We think of 
a man who does everything that is demanded of him from 
above with subservient cowardliness, who crawls and 
cringes servilely because of his fear of those above him 
and of those who are powerful; who suppresses his 
criticism of governmental measures, publicly finding every­
thing good that those with power find good, and believing 
everything that is given to him to read in the daily papers. 
Are we to be encouraged in this? That is hard to believe. The 
first Christians were anything but this kind of 'subject'. They 
conducted themselves according to the basic commandment 
of Acts 5.29: 'We must obey God rather than men.' If there 
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you are led into prison or even to execution, go in faith and 
patience, go in faith and patience. walking the hard way 
willingly.' For later Christians this often seemed too difficult. 
It is understandable that minor changes in the manuscript 
made out of this call to patience a threatening word to per­
secutors: the wrath of God would fall upon them if they 
should lead Christians into prison and to death. But the 
genuine tradition of our text conforms to the whole of the 
New Testament. Early Christians, true to the life and word of 
their Lord, separated themselves quite deliberately in the name 
of God from each revolt and revolution. When Jesus, antici­
pating his arrest, warned his disciples of the terrible days 
which with his capture would be coming for them, he told 
them, in this context, that the time would be so terrible that 
he who had nothing would sell his suit only to buy a sword­
or rather, that it would be a murderous time in which the 
lives of Jesus and his disciples would be at stake. The dis­
ciples answered enthusiastically, 'Here are two swords 
already!', meaning that they were ready to fight in God's 
name. Jesus gently restrained them, saying, 'It is enough.' 
That is, 'I have borne your unbelief and your blindness enough, 
and now I am going of my own free will to death for your 
sakes.' Again Peter drew his sword at the time of the capture. 
convinced that the hour was now there when the non-believers 
should be opposed by the sword in God's name. But Jesus 
restrained him, saying, 'Put your sword into its sheath.' And 
what did Peter achieve with his first and only blow? He cut 
off one soldier's ear. nothing more. Certainly when the evan­
gelist John tells this story he is thinking that when Christians. 
untrue to their Lord's word, stand against the godless with 
the sword in God's name, they will never achieve anything 
more than to make it impossible for those unbelievers to hear 
the message of joy and the call to return. Christianity thus 
robs them only of the ear which should hear God's word. But 
Qur Lord goes willingly into suffering and remains to the end 
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the question, 'How should we conduct ourselves towards our 
politicians?' We first heard from the Small Catechism, 'Pray 
for pious and faithful rulers.' Whosoever asks here will re­
ceive. You will not receive because you do not ask. I Timothy 
calls to us, 'Give thanksgiving for all men, and for the poli­
ticians too, for God performs his acts to you through them. 
Pray then for all men, the politician included, because God 
wants to have all men (the politician as well) saved.' We took 
the command from I Peter, 'Draw the power-holder into the 
circle of mankind. for he belongs to God's creation and you 
should think more highly of every other human being than of 
yourselves. Respect too the powerful as God's creation in that 
you speak the bitter word of truth to them here and there, no 
matter what it may cost.' Then Paul warns us in Romans, 
'Every man of power is installed by God and must-even 
against his will- serve God's order. You can certainly count 
on that until the Day of Judgment. God keeps his faith with 
his created world by the power of the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. Co-operate actively and willingly to the extent that 
your faith and obedience permit. For those who hold power 
are in God's service.' And finally. Christians going forward 
to meet the last and ultimate unveiling of evil receive for 
now. as at all times in the past where the spirit of wicked­
ness has ruled. the comfort and the commission to testify 
to the Lord and to praise him as a congregation which 
suffers willingly, even unto death when it must be so, 
rather than drawing swords in God's name against the anti­
Christians. 

A Christendom which heeds these five answers in the temp­
tations of our time, dealing according to this commission. 
receives the promise. 'The gates of Hell shall not prevail 
against you.' But should we refuse to follow our Lord and 
his word. we fall under his threat: God throws out the dull 
salt which has lost its savour. that it may be trodden under 
foot. 
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