TIBET'S GREAR ¥0G]
MILAREPA

A BIOGRAPHY FROM THE TIBETAN
being the

JETSUN-KAHBUM
OR BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY OF JETSUN-
MILAREPA, ACCORDING TO THE LATE
LAMA KAZI DAWA-SAMDUP'S ENGLISH
RENDERING

Edited with Introduction and Annotations

By W. Y. EVANS-WENTZ

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS



Tae late Lama Kazi Dawa-Samdup had in
view, in making this translation, the wish,
as he expressed it to the editor, ‘to show to
cultured Western eyes one of our Great
Teachers, as he actually lived, in a biography
of him, much of which is couched in the
words of his own mouth, and the remainder
in the words of his disciple Rechung, who
knew him in the flesh.’

Despite the many sectarian differences
between the numerous sects of Tibetan
Buddhism, all Tibetans alike unite in hold-
ing Jetsiin-Milarepa in the highest reverence
and esteem; and they consider him the very
prototype of everything that a great saint
should be.

In Milarepa, the teachings of all the great
Yogis of India, including the greatest of them
known to history, Gautama the Buddha,
when put to the test of scientific experiment,
did not fail. Many parallels, too, may be
drawn between Milarepa’s precepts recorded
in this biography and those of another Great
Master of Life, as will be seen by making
comparison with the Sermon on the Mount.

As a member of the Mongolian race,
Milarepa, like Confucius, is but one more
instance of the fact that genius recognizes
no barriers in racial stock or nationality
or creed, being as universally human as
humanity itself.

‘Tt is a valuable contribution of original research to
the literature from which Western readers can derive
trustworthy first-hand information about the ethical
and religious aspirations of the Eastern races. . . 4
The Scotsman reviewing the first edition
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