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%Mhuva prayer is, in a wd; simply tho profm for the desert, for enptiness,
for peverty, Une has begun te mmmmngamuamu-uwnmym
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contemplative is one whe would rather net knew than knew, Rather net enjey than enjey, Rather

ot have proef that Cod leves him, He accepts the love of Ced en faith, ipflefimnce of all
epparent evidence, This is the necessary cenditlen, and & very paradexical conditien, fer
the wystical experience of the reglity of Cod's presence and of His love for us, Only when
we are able te "let go" of everything within us, all desire te see, te knew, to taste and
te exparience the pre-ance of Ced, de we truly become able to expericnce phat presence with
the overvhelming cenvictieon and reality that revelutienise ecur entire inner life,
vth :
The 1th century Inglesh fystic Walter Hilten says in his Scale of Perfection:

n1t is much better te be cut off frem the view of the werld in this dark night,

however painful this may be, than te dwell eutside eccupied by the werld's false

pleasures...or vhen you are in this darknese you are much cleser te Jorusalem than

when yeu are in the false light, Upem your heart then teo the movement of grace and

accuston yourself te dwell in this durkness,girive to becore familiar with it

and you will Quickly find peace, and the true light of spiritual understanding
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~ (Scale of Perfectien, 11,25, pe209, Londen,1953)
Contemplatien is essertially a listening i: silence, an expectancy. And yet in a certain

senge, we must truly begin te hear Ued when we have ceased to listem, What is the explanatien
of thig paradex? Perhaps only that there is a higher kind of listening, which is rot an ate
tentiveness te seme special wavelength, a receptivity te a certain kind of message, but a
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own apparent weid, In ether werds, the true centemplative is mt the one who prepares his
mind for a particular message that he wauts or expecis te hear, but who remains empty bee
cause he knws that he can never expect ar anticipate the werd that will transfemm his darke
ness inte light, He doesnet even anticipate a special kind of transfermation, ‘g dees net
demand light instead of darkress, He wadts en the word ef Ged in silence, and when he is
"answered", it is net se much by a werd that bursts inte his silence. It is by his silence

iteelf suddenly, inexplicably revealing itself to him as a werd of great pewer, full of

the veice of Ced,
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