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ABBEY OF GETHSEMAN]
Trappist, Kentucky

Aug. 24, 1963

My Dear Tadashi Kudo :
It was good to hear from you and to learn that the work has
progressed so well, and that the monks have been helping you to
bring it to perfection. I am grateful to all of you.
For my own part, I was a little delayed in writing the preface
and it is slightly longer than you suggested, but not too long. I

leave it to you and the monastic censors to determine whether
changes are required and especially I want you to adapt it in
every way to make it acceptable for Japanese readers.

I am sorry to hear you are still occasionally having trouble,
but I am sure that you will realize that we all have to suffer
things of this kind in a greater or less degree, and it is charac-
teristic of our age of anxiety. We simply need to know when to
stop, when to relax and rest, in order

to recover our strength

and continue, meanwhile learning what we can from our mistakes.

Thus life can be happy even when we

have many interior con-
flicts which sometimes seen to he beyond bearing. God Iloves us

in all these things, and we can trust Him in them all. So T beg
Him to bless you and give you deep peace, in the midst of trials.
Thank you again for your splendid work.

Most cordial blessings, in Christ our Lord.

b Ml Lt

(Th. Louis Merton)
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