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ov. 7,1959. 

Dear Charlie: 

It as veey good of you to send mo a copy of you.r stateoont and I grate .. 
to you tor taking the trou to do o 1 ng so many ot r thines you have 

had to go through i.n these days . I suppose so much h happen and so marv things 
have been said, mst of the foolish, that it ~uld be out 0£ place for e , t this 
late d :t.e, to IJ'\Y' contribution. Especi since I have already written several. 
letters to ark, all 0£ them off the target I did mt p cisely kmw what had 
happened. Well no I have the conplete picture, am. I can ly begin to un:ierstam 
how hard it been for you. You have not only Il\V sympatcy b)tt admi.ration. In 
f'act I think you have all done · .. icent:cy in t · s ver.r trying business, not~dth-
standing the renark of that apparently rather pharisaical enator who said, it 
see. to r.e with disgusting l.f- righteousness 1 that " very oat oueht to 
OJ!Pected to tell the truth. n Uow often do senators ll the truth? 

I have been very shocked by the whole thing, and what has shocked me about it 
has not bean your part in it, e ci~, but the wb:>lo thing as kind of syx:bol 
and symptom. 'our om part, Wdch after all God altme oan judge or evaluate, is arte 
all aim .le in so far as you ~ro b led into going ag nst yrur conscience and 

re rwards sorry in a very sinple am honest wq, r wch fering. To me 
the is nathini st e 1n al'lY part of that 1 because all do wrone a.rrl 
fortunate 1 by the grace. of Cbd1 to be generally sorry for the wrong w l :ve done. 

t what disgusts me is the fact that when you have do~ m:mg and admitted it 
a ole nation of people l-1ho very often do wron~ without admitti it have allowed 
thotlselves to j ge you. Pell, this too I suppose I c erstam, because they 
are after a.11 ak and blind, and do not have the vantage or hearing co essions 
..... Which gives one a pretty level view or bu.nan natul'e 1 incl ding D\V om lmman 
nature. 

You have received the very unenviable role of be the scapegoat for a self• 
del1.lCled country. They ha: heaped all t ir del Siona on your back, am hope to be 
rid of tmm by sho ting at you. That is certainly not a pleasant position to be in. 
ut it is a kind of "prophetic" role , in a sense. It makes it look to me almost as 
if this ere something that had to happen. So t~ th t had to com out, arxl tor 
so mysterious reason you were picked as the one to bring it out. -Iothing in the 

fair see me to be without great signii'icance. one of this could have happene 
unless you wera a very sincere person, sincere enough to b lieve too much in your 
Oln sincerity, as if you oouldn1 t possibly Ue diBhonest, as if 'Wilen you did soMethin 
that was objectively a deception,, it could not be a deception because you did mt 
re ly Jant to ceive. AB if it were emugh to show tram your om abso tely rea1 
sincerity d that 10u1d comple ely cancel out thedecept1o This i actually a 
great moral arrl psychological problem in t country I think. It is actuaJ..1¥ lilat 

a.l'0 doing as a nation in the orld tod~s w are bei " decoptivo 1 am more than 
that we an:i being aggressive , selfish, unjust, p calls' pious etc, and comting 
on oor sincerity and subjective "good will" 1 our fi eJ.ine that nice guys, to 
get by. It sc s ne to ath, it is terrible. Arr.i of course it is in ne, ll 
as in everybody. are all.~' :t the moment, ar.d the is no co elation in the 
.ract except for t hose of us 'IDo na.y be able to s tre fact. The s ad part is that 
rost people refuse to see that you are all of the In jectine you1 those who 
have jected you haV1 rejected whnt they ought to lo and c rish in tJMmr.st 
t emselves-- t wuld it be? The child c p le of be" ':! ,, I suppose. 
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The saddest thing of all is the conplete ignorance everyone seems to be in, 

of the fact that one c be a perfectly good and nice rson, an:i do wrong, am 
still continue to be a perfectly good and nice person. It is the assumption that 
anyone who does m-ong once, even once, thereby pro s that he nev r was or never 
could be, good. I f people really believe that, and I think they do, then are 
in a terrible state iooeed. And fl rst of all I hope that all t his trouble hasnot 
soioohow poisoned your own view of yourself'. I sure it has mt, you have too much 
sense. The whole thing would mt have happened, and 11>uld have m neaning, unless 
you re precisely od person and are going to continue to be very good andbetter 
bee se ot it. The o ing, of course, is that all good people arn also bad, 
but there is rnore good in t~m than b 1 am most people are that wq, 11 people 
in fact . 

This er zy belief in people who are solutely good am po le who are 
absolutely bad (the stock in trade of totalitarian society) is inseparable from 
lack of belief in Ckxi, am to me the f t£ul outcry, scamal, pious horror, 
and general:cy- unrealistic attitude people have taken tot-rard the ease, is simp~ 
characteristic of a country th t kno mthing of c<Xi. t or course has the 
ever been a country, as such, t t knew Him? Is rot that an aff r of individuals, 
or of ero ps that are not organiz ,iong the lineo of nerely huno.n society? 

I£ were rea~ a Christian people (as we are now pretelrline in some measure 
to be) we would have been le ea.si)¥ to accept and understam yo r mistake and to 
set t hings right without all these firings a.rd recriminations aM. dollars flying 
out the windows in te of thousanls . 

t to prolong this (you must have a pemanent headnehe 1 which this will by 
no means help) I end by giving you all ey sympathy, and umerstaM:l.ng such as it is, 

d love 1 l-lbile CO?lBrBtulating you on being i nstrUMental in the death (?) of an 
ir.Iportant illusion. & 1 they will mt recognize it as dead. You Y. 11, toough. 
that is something to be wry thankful for. IO\l have been drawn into the empty 
canter ot our unreality, ani u have been able to experience it tor what it is. 

no on you can pity unierstand so many of the politicians 1 busimss men, 
churchmen (including Trappists) , intellectuals and lvhatnot, mo spend their 
day from dnight to midnight telling theneelves and others that they are real:ey' 
very smart on a quiz program and are rapidly becoming rich. In other ro that 
lite holds no secrets for them, they understand all, they love all, are loved by 
all, and will take au. 

It is b&tter to be awake. You have that advantage . I cannot guarantee that I 
do , but what has happened to you is a lesson I will not forget: and I am grateful 
to you £or all you have suff ered. And, as I sq, you have my admiration. So of 
course does ~ .. ard in a supreme degree . 

t that I am urging you to fly to a monastery, but you knon that if you want 
to forget out all this nonsense for a few days, you will be very welcom here . 
Any tilre-- just wrlte ooforeha.rxi. In £act L has been talking about coming down 
t hese days, though I haven't beard from ~ about it recently. 

W1 th all blessings 1 and ll\V pray; rs 1 atxi tlJ3' love 
"' in Christ the lord 


