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We Have To Makq

By THOMAS MERTON
1. The Dance of Deat
that 1t

e periously dounts

s now powiblc for

Toping 1o preserve peace by threatening the other with

Bigger bome and.tofal anmiilation.
Every step in this political dance of death brings us
ot

shelters to resume business as usual. By what tille this
Rin ot g can be el sesilsti 1 diicat ta
imagine.

There is no control over the arbitrary and belligerent

western powers and none whatever on the decisions taken

by the Soviets.
‘The fact remaine that theologans and moral philes,

gohers Catholle, Proteta s, have telt

a
Sotirstion B punicits who bobw
side and defend it hotly, since it Js the side on which
their bread is buttered.
ecanwall e Usioa Staiesalst posissts i Slockc
weapons estimated a
out the

uclear bombs can be delivered by some 2,500

ret that such planes are constantly in

the air, ready to strike. There are 200 missiles available
1y of intermediate range, and 4

does not suggest the immediate likelihood of # purcly push

button war, But It i edtimated that by 1963 there will
Te two thousand more of them, of which a large propor-
Son il be imtereontnental Botvic missies bived In
“hard” installation

n 1CBM can car an H-bomb warhead lo 3 desination

of sound. ‘hred
from submarines and deliver H-bombs which could reduce
the Eastern United States to a radioactive wasteland
-bomhs Will soon be fitted o satellites and will be bl

i

to reach a target within a few minutes, without hope of
interception

I must be remembered that, Hmbe sre relaively
a de-

‘whole populations of men as if they were Insects. A similar

e gas, originally developed by the Nazis,
Tactured 1n Soviet Ruses

mare effe
ear agent. 1t le
there is no fallout! Shelters offer no p
chemical agents. The only problem

 beceme”pro ocative and instea
i imvutnerabiity, it only 1

convincing_the
iy u Bavie prempine sia
e cost

business and

s a guaraniee of “pea

S v potces sty

st sulteg

t meaning, velling a sa

¥ on the scene the exisience
e weapons e moral paralysis of

7 makers combined e passivity

of mass societies which exist on both sides

of the Iron Curtain, constitute the gravest problem in the
an. Our times can be called apocalyptic.

m a point at

ehih al the hidden; myaterious dymaniam o the “story
ation”. revenied § e has fiowered info

But at o

spiritual and I
scing. according o the bighest ethical and spiritual
s we lnow. As Chrstians, we believe that these
1 to s i the Gospel and in the

Sl i
came into this world as’ the
‘We know that Christ Himself s ou

od for Himselt,
in the Mystical Body of Christ n et people,regenerted
th commited by thelr bap:

Uemal promise 10 vage var upon the evil and hatre
that are in man, -nd s hel o establioh (he Kingdom

of God and of

‘This mexn a recoguition that uman nature, idestieal
all men, was assumed by the

treat every other man as Ch
e

e us if It
they were the rights of

o dadiaipy het

than it hurts you,

/As Pope Jahn XXIIL pointed out i s fst eneyelial
leiter, Ad Petri Cathedram, Christia
t 1

power, and followed, the higher wisdom of love
he cross.
“The Chistian Is and must be by his very adoption a5 &

n of God, in Christ, a peacems t. 5:9), Ho is
Eount 1o i, e Earkl s staidret

ave repesiedy seen CI s
n.mumg ihis ably ¢ manner by thelr re-
o dictatorships that sirove to intertere with the
Tights o 1 “ineir Sonscence and thelr resg
[ tated quite clearly and wnnmu at sy
wmyruml&e that he duty of the Chrisian
maker o be contused it a kind of uietsic -
eita il Indiflerent to njusice, accepts any
nd

There I a ot of alk, among some of the clegy, sbout
ative danger of muclear war “communist
quite. xuhmnus!y, that the
e over

n the fact that we mrrul\u are actually under
milllmy tiack, but that e are a0 “provoked” an
hat even the most drastic measures sre

d o turn, 18 Justified
by the conentan that the desrucion o cilen, rations
physical evil” while Communist

e a “moral evil”
be said at once that this fantastic piece of
basis in logic, ethics, politics oF sound
. It is a sophistry pure and simple. Two
Pius XII will suffice to establish
the true Catholie perspective on these point

constitutes &
he most severe national and inter-
nllhmul nnulnnl” {Address o the World Mediea Con-

urray, S, whom no
(he favars the liceity

d largely on naivet
tragic Indeed if our survival and
faith_itself were left entirely at the mercy of such
‘assumptions!
To protect aurselvs, we have to stand back and ty
o recaver our Chitad perpecive tionaliz-
Tl e, e asblar mantal oG EhdE
difned Inth our ears by the mass medin.

3. Beyond East and West
are no longer Jiving in a Christian world. The ages

of fact, the s
Viclent resstance 16 vl 1s enough. 11

imite scathing,
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ridicule. One
the Sermon on the Mount to
Jewich Rabba i)

It is therefore a serious error to imagine that because
the West was once largely Christi

Catholie writer seems willing to abandon
“Protestant ministers and

of incentive o

wipe out Bolshevism with H-bombs may well be one

the 5 ic temptations of twentieth century Chris-
It may indeed most_eflective way of

a 8 Christendom, ey m:

For who Imagines that the Asians and Africans will re-

tona? It 1o pure madness 1o think thet Choistsnity can
delend tset by muclar preempon. The mere fact hat

m to accept nuclear war as reasonable and
Christion.1s & ubiversa seand

tever we may think of the

ood
ly. that an
is that spiritual w re stronger
. by spiritual acme, the early
orld. Have we lost

our faith in this “sword of the Spt? Mave we perhaps
Jost il reslaton of ts very exise

e it repdint o toc of isert pasivty
that purely and simply leaves man defonsciont wHbost

the most efficaci
o all are precisely the spiritual tones, which have always

es_that ected a really lasting
moral change in society and in man. The Chur

e, in the name of liberty, of justice, of humanity, may

be pursuing a policy which promises to crush them with
x horror, except that it may be perhaps “merci-
ful” that millions of them will simply be biown out of

Siionee In (B4 (WG of X ore Miesiisl? Wit
m have n background, many are
Teithfal Christiane?

e name of faith, and of the Church, are we willing
o extermisals sdec balievts 1ol ther mexbers
of our Church, without even giving i
tunity o make an act of

What good will our belligerent policy do us i th
None at all. It will only serve to reinforce the

faatisti convictin of the neccssty of

a tht e
o not want these effects:

we menaced? Be-

over
been able 1o do hi This i x. X Ty
of historic fact, which howes cles

of the first A-bomb on Hiroshima is devastating evidence
fen

ble? No one. Or “history.” We cannot §o on playing with
nuclear fire and shrugging off the results as “histary.
il

that s spee
combination of factors 1 have just mentioned:
passivity and irresponsibility on the moral level,
plus demonic activism in_ social, political and military
e,
 of all we must seck some remedy in the tech:
nological shere, We e some conteot
over ocion ana sockpiing of weapons. 1t s o
{olerabl. that such masive engincs of
allowed to_proliferate in all direetions without
semblance of a long range plan
Jhat bs cynicall called -defente”
0 pour more and more bil
e e

Far from demanding that the lunatic race for destruc-
tion be stepped up, it seems to me that Christian morality
imy

reh's traditionally accepted
et wit: W sdka 1 wvry
sy to evade the obligation to use as
S st rescs, iy a detemoes and wit the e of sk

Inevitably,

2 doon s the chscsion wit igser and

By we disqual
eeMnl the luldnlu 5 ohe e eroce whih wil natle
(0 Judge as spiritual men and as membe

rayer, sacrifice, patient negotiation,
lent means in general.

result in the unbappy situation that pom-Chris-
tana with rather dublous doctrinal support in ireligions
Dhilosophies, have been able 10 take over characeristeally

n Curtain should feel ourselve
i b wury el Boods ik s Chetio Wi
living Sader Communiemn, oien sufer beroielly, for thlr
rinci
P16 I o valld detense of Christanity for us'io wipe o
those herokc Chritian along_with ther oppressors, for
the sake of “religious
Tah m wiop 4k counidar where tha potly. of massire
ptive strike will lead

ot the 0
lethal allout. Suppote we belleve It necessary to do this
in order o protec ourselves a

R eounlr!u Jich we wil not besitae to ami-
‘majority is not Com On the «
racy,while the people have reigned themeeives pssively

o ha e shrough the sac
1+ fices of total war and- experienced things which we our-

Ives are le:to émugine.  They to
41 €0 through

Dations were watching, and drew. their own conclusions.

4—Moral Passivity and Demonic Activism,
Ove o the most disurbing things about the Western
n

wves men completely irresponsi-
tons and d

ingless. At bes

‘words, rationalliations of pragmatic’decisons
S e B ey et
‘moment.

Naturally, since not everyone is an unprincipled ma-
terlalist even in Russia, thes 0 be some moral
sense at work, even if only as a guill-feeling that pro-

dness and hesitation, blocking the smooth ef-

lanced, or over balanced,
» the me ted, versatil
x and even utterly brilliant technological Im-
prov following one upon the ith an ever
mare bewildering and uncontrollable proliferation. Poli-
ics pretends to use this force as its servant, to harness
it for social purposes, for the man.” The inten-
ion s good. The technological development of power in
our time is certainly a risk and challenge, but It i3 by

Bo means intinsially evil. On the conirary. It can and
hould be a very great good. In actual fact, howeve

Turious speed. with which. our uchoalogisl worid is

plunging toward disaster is evidence that

Songer ully in contral-lesst of al; perhaps, the polltical

leaders.
A simple study of the steps which led tothe dropping

time secking to improvise new and original measures o

ago, even before the A-bomb, Pope Pius XII de-
clared it was ou:

tlon to ban al wars of aggresson, stating tis duiy was
binding on all and that it Do procrasti-
esitation no sublerluge o wiat have we

A the H-bomb, the ICBM,
" rter developiens o Chemical oo n-ehulnlulu\

jeapons, and every possible evasion and

Justify their use without limitation s soon as one
other nation decides that it may be ex

pacsty capediendy aod st Hghed
pollicy of & p.rllaulnl nation.
ect -

outlook, to refuse t
. and to remain satiatied with

a5 by men.
erest deal of the planning depends on. the work of
mechanical computers.
Hence i ore and more difficult o estimate

nd
3 sty Slabacatind MaeeL tenmti o 8
Vacuum, Whatever.we may.decide, we reaain mplﬂrly
a8 She merey of the sovermmental powe, a6 roies
o managers 00 Beneros who. siand
AT ON wmummnnwn sgapink
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(Continued from p:
DAL 154 e ot pretncatn e have no way ot
directly influencing the decisions and policies taken by

Note—This article contains fragments of one that
mmonweal on, Feb, 0, 1962, revised
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5.—The Moral Problem.
e ey s 20 longer question

1t s far from beiny matter of el

ignore this temptation, 1t is one
o the deepest and s

and the oot of all the others. “You
(Gen

m

lrn,v. our Christian
being and ‘remaini
emptied Timselt and becar
10 1ook . the problem of nuclear war from the viewpoint
of humanity and of\God made man, lrom
o the M
Rt o Nate i Yo Fere sbove o
a reasoning that is informed with c
Some ‘secouat of e and, pouds w5 opseile pegsing
Wit princlples and. precedents

i these deep Christian truths we will

beter undartand the dasger of Ll Justifications
well as the peril of

n...uumm-, inertia and pass)

weapon in order to give mmmm nunﬂn an oppor

testruction and

1 I g vitall

ve y
approach. The fssue

of nuclear war is 100 grave and too general. It threatens

everybody. It may effect the very survival of 1

o sccount and to avoid this

itimate for a Catholic moralist to

Probabilty of massive 04 uncantrolied destroction with

civilization and of life, then there i
no ..m. Ltude.of chaiee, We.tre moA

ts
iriendly may
feel Justified In risking the destruction of our own cities

use must be rejected as immorl adds that uneon-
roled annibilation of lite nllhm a iven area 18 NOT
LAWFUL UNDER ANY TITI
e 153 el o seapancles ; apscsition’ en e
‘control.” A lax interpretation of this

decide

over neutral territory, .m.u.ly ph
to

control.
e g B

bobr B with regard to
possibly “escalate” and reach a

nnumuem disputes. nd contine. themeeives o nego-
us suppose that the political leaders of the

evident 1o everyone that this can no longer, in the
present situation, be ‘unequivocally as Christian
abedience and

It s true that Pope Pius XII in his Christmas M

resheet
of megacorpses, i s fcat for w1 it the moraty
of sll-out

‘This brings us :.« o face with the grestet and mast

sgonizing moral issue of our th issue is not
Ioeraly, madiear waey moh mrly
of the. race by & sudden explosion of violence.
t s ing more sublie and demone. 1t we.
continue o yield to_theoretically able _deter-
vague “historic forces” without striving
to resist and control them, if we let forces drive
us polities and
technology, we face something more than the

By BASILE YANOVSKY
In August Mr. Romeo told me:
boom is over. Veterans are begging for Jobs. From
no on 1 pay you oaly 48 dllars a week
What about your goods, are 30u g0l o sell them
cheaper 1007 I
Aler hat we y.ned He turned aut to be & wise man,
0 sgree to
aiabie Jobs

Having inished, he looked me over from head to
it coosatemtion and ssbdenty olered a clesrete, Wo
started talking,

e turned out to be a learned specialist In socis] pry-
chology, o 18 0 tholo'lul sociology? (0 really cannot

THE MIRACLE

el the diflrmce) As ¥ Mappened. bo weo on the enk

bt well-paid. The
a5 writing & book which was 1o creta 4 Teve-
ta for it were

t remen!
‘o Bt b dled
nmanun.my. Jeaving 4 youms “Widow with two Kids, 86
ool early and g0 to work 1o feed
ok thae on. lullkevl!vmneﬂlr earing. 1 0
my education evenings, by studying:
pedia ... So thi

for giving you that
T was sl at » los t0 undenund "M potot, and the
His book ws

me by
Jifting his hand in a pre “According 1o
these signale 1 woukd Tk for & nichel, wilkout e
tlons, or said t was for » cup ol coffee, for my

s oo 3 e 804 k. T'wo ke ok

o ion
1 have to_ admit: the results were deplorable. It's hard
urry. They ran by. d

human beings: nothing but flicker-

-
7, sy ans el ook o7 em. e, el

Wit b oAl g o

Bt Tllan, Toud of thamber muse, very sy when
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e Ourse

o of universal destructon. We face maral responsi-
for global suleide. Much more than that,
sl

e are practicaly compelied by the “log
deliberately to choose the course that
ction,

eat danger iy then the aavage and sel-desruce
tive commitment 1 nationatism and bind
Date, and the retusal o al ot poliics maee
tive and more in a Christan. ethieal trac
dition, Lot us realize “Uhat this 1s a matter ot sheiee,

. determinism.

et 4
made. with e’ nighert

raent pupose would. do noting wm«mr - to mitigsie
1t The Tact that It might be in the
hope that some might e ol e

Aftr all, the purpases of Calphas were, i his own e
periecly noble. He thought It was neciseary 1o Jet “ons
‘man die for the people.

‘e most urgent necessity of our time s therefore not

ment should spontaneously arise in all parts o the warie,
China snd France,

o' indacd =
'm0 more than that. It would be 1ol (0 Suppose

neauing hypethesis—but it

ves Heard

bitherto passive, inert, morally indifferent and ir-
responsible might suddenly recover thelr sense of obliga-

tlon and thelr swareness of their own power when the
world was on the very brin} 2
In any case, a8 has been said above, the ordinary man

Know what s 1L The time
conscience and 1o decide upon our course of action is
NO

1t is one thing to form one's conscience and another

word, e three

cm.n.n moral Srincpl
wvor peace, and according to

mok Ay s degat

bious maralty. 2) The Incts about weapons systems and

A Short Story

by strangers,

o why she gave up her

i coculatons, ot

shook & Jf 1 were drugged when T fot out of
the eafeteria, Life had become & burdes, But my sister-

indaw was expecting me: 1 had promised to bring her
some money; and I also had to see a friend, to pay back
an old deb.

Well now, fust fancy, the very nest day o miacie did
come to pas. ete working at the corner of Fifth
venue. tad. Fily ot Biveet At this populous crose:
in, a3 the Professor signalled to me, I always had the
chance to choose among two or three o And

all of them, this time, responde
They gave e silver then ills nl[exﬂ(

common to all ¥ loved, they loved, loved
Th Sl o o e e Tt
asked intricate uetions, argued, pleaded, parried, Buf
nothing could save him. These peole knew
swer, prompted by a deep u.m Eaowledge: i 1
that cannot be learned o
sat 57 Biret ctbters, The P

Lat
tomme. ooy mde: bl ) bt he adinted
figures, swore, frowned, groaned

g no_attention. He

m d him in_the hollow of my

resunptiont sage. Everyhing 1n me was
ol

gare it the nMImlhmpu sency. They found
unnounced coolly.
wm.mm. el 1o nots down in your litle book;
Professor.”
“Forty.six dolars a week?”

e prolbene waved I off N 3] stolamptaes -
ture
e paried cooly. T 2d not tell him the mont important

hey Had refused to 'y more mor iy,
they put off their work, traveled hours in the subway,
spent. without stint, pretended and_schemed,

fake part in & couse the importance

two boys who filled my
s "With pennics sre,her shiliren.
el attac, oo, & el dodea

detene policies, Our more Geciio, and the moralty
ur participation in the sconamie dnd polies e of
red. Tor nuclear var, demand mperetivly
real nature of the military policies to

hich these miltary policies are die
The Christan, moral princples are relaivly clear
While there s sl intense debate aver deails no Cor
tian_moralist w S
autright 3 sl i e

ABC warfare are also clear enough,
immense destructiveness' of

ety
There js no question of the
the weapons availsble to us. There is no question
of civilization and_even global suicide

. Ther sestion that the policies
n sll-out war of

explored by the Christian Is the
amea that I leat consdered, which also happens fo be
examined and is perhaps

a

and the return 10 the pagan iolatries of tribal barbar-

then goes on to quote Pope Pius XIT who dis-

A world-wide spirit
rder s breaking up the unity and
the arder of civilsed so6ét.

I s true that we live in an epach of rapid & cata-
clysmic change and the break up and re-formation of

teredon the produeiion of weapons, missles and other
engines of destruction.
e have to consider that hate propagands, and the

consistent heckling of one_government. b

ymous power el tha 1y

thing aboet it, but the time

15 rapidly running out.
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