S e

“Probably
the best
book
on Racine
ever
written’’

—Lonel
Abel

4 Roland Barthes

A Dramabook 81.75




On Racine




On Racine

by
ROLAND BARTHES
Translated from the French by

RICHARD HOWARD

LN

Gethoemani Abbey
Library o

A DRrRAMABOOK

L‘m HILL axo WANG -+« New York

M SRS S




Original title Sur Racine, © Club Frangais du Livre, 1960,
and Editions du Seuil, 1963

English translation copyright © 1964 by Hill and Wang, Inc.

All rights reserved 1

Library of Congress catalog card number: 64-25351

.+

FIRST EDITION OCTOBER 1964

Manufactured in the United States of America by
The Colonial Press Inc., Clinton, Massachusetts




CONTENTS

page
Foreword vii
I Racinian Manx 1
1. The Structure 3
The Chamber 3

The three exterior spaces: death,
escape, event 5
The horde 8
The double Eros 10
Disorder 14
The erotic “scene” 17
The Racinian tenebroso 21
The fundamental relation 24
Techniques of aggression 27
“On” 34
Division 36
The Father 38
Reversal 41
Transgression 45
The “dogmatism” of the Racinian hero 47
Tentative solutions 50
The confidant 3
The fear of signs 55

Logos and praxis 58

xi




xil CONTENTS

[| 2. The Works 61
A La Thébdide 61
Alexandre 66

Andromaque 72

Britannicus 81

Bérénice 90

Bajazet 97

Mithridate 104

Iphigénie 108

Phédre 116

Esther 124

Athadlie 129

II RaciNE SpoxkeEn 139

III History OR LITERATURE? 151




Translated by Richard Howard

“For the first time the tragedies of Racine have been
treated as subjects of critical inquiry, not as examples of
vowel manipulation, history, or a key to the life of the author.

“In the first section of this full-scale study, Roland
Barthes presents Racinian Man in his native habitat, shows
us what homo racinianus is like from inside the plays.

“The second section is a short study of the most famous
performance of Racine in modern times, the Jean Vilar—
Maria Casares production of Phédre.

“The final piece explains how the Racine legend began,
how the cowardice and bad faith of the universitaires pro-
duced the cloudy and unreal bourgeois Racine of today.”

—Richard Howard

Roland Barthes is the author of two vclumes of critical
essays, a study of Michelet, Le Zéro Degré de I’Ecriture,
and a forthcoming sociology of clothing. He teaches at the
Sorbonne.

“...a work of great and courageous lucidity.”—Les
Lettres Francaises '
“...sharp, brilliant, imaginative...”—Le Monde
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