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Translated by Richard Howard 
"For the first time the tragedies of Racine have been 

treated as subjects of critical inquiry, not as examples of 
vowel manipulation, history, or a key to the life of the author. 

"In the first section of this full-scale study, Roland 
Barthes presents Racini~n Man in his native habitat, shows 
us what homo racinianus is like from inside the plays. 

"The second section is a short study of the most famous 
performance of Racine in modern times, the Jean Vilar­
Maria Casares production of Phedre. 

"The final piece explains how the Racine legend began, 
how the cowardice and bad faith of the universitaires pro­
duced the cloudy and unreal bourgeois Racine of today." 

- Richard Howard 
Roland Barthes is the author of two vdumes of critical 

essays, a study of Michelet, Le Zero Degre de l' Ecriture, 
and a forthcoming sociology of clothing. He teaches at the 
Sorbonne. 

" ... a work of great and courageous lucidity." - Les 
Lettres Fran(aises 

" ... sharp, brilliant, imaginative . .. "-Le Monde 
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