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The present lectures are a contribution 
to the literary aspect of sanctity in the 
Early Celtic Church of the sixth and sev­
enth centuries-the 'Age of the Saints'. 
The author concentrates on the records 
of the literary no less than the spiritual 
activities of the ascetics of the Early 
Church. The first lecture surveys the 
background of the Age of the Saints, in­
dicating its relationship to the ascetics of 
the Eastern Church, and contrasting the 
episcopal Church in Gaul reflected in th~ 
Patrician documents. The second lecture 
defines the nature of Celtic monasticism 
in the sixth and seventh centuries, and 
demonstrates the essential unity of the 
monastic institution, both coenobitic and 
anchoritic. The third lecture traces the 
steps by which the Celtic Church and 
the institutions of the Age of the Saints 
were finally absorbed into the discipline 
of the Church of Rome, and emphasizes 
the direct stimulus which the controversy 
gave to literary production and to poetry. 
The book may be described as an ana­
tomy of Celtic spirituality. 

Mrs. Chadwick is an Honorary Fellow 
of Newnham College, Cambridge, and 
Director of Studies in Anglo-Saxon, 
Celtic and Old Norse subjects at Girton 
College. 
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