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T Por Your Price le

Reflections on the'Spirit of Christmas

By BETTY BARTELME

The words of the Advent liturgy convey a tremendous ex-
pectancy. “There shall come forth a rod out of the root of
Jesse, and a flower shall rise up out of his root. . . . Behold, a
Virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and His name shall be
called Wonderful, God, the Prince of Peace. . . . The crooked
shall be made straight, and the+

rough ways plain; come, O Lord, :'l'ho simple majesty of the Christ-

and do not delay.” All hope Is
expressed in these words, the hope
which would seem to have vanish-
ed, but the tarnish of secular antici-
pation has overlaid them and their
true meaning is forgotten in the |
mechanics of custom. |

Simultaneously with the begin-
ning of Advent the holiday tradi-
tion revives. Shops decorate their
windows with sophisticated decor.
Crowds mill through toy depart-
ments and struggle down the
avenues laden with packages.
School children sing ancient carols
while their parents dust off Christ-
mas ornaments. Lines grow longer
in post offices where patient
women sell the seals of heaith.
Charities send oul costumed Santas
to shake their bells on street cor-
ners, and fir trees and blue spruce
are stacked in the markets. The
throngs gathered in railroad sta-
tions strain to hear the quasi-
liturgical chant of the train an-
nouncer intoning the rising notes
of arrivals and the descending
Piarssimo of delayed trains, dis-
rupted schedules. Peace, the un
known, is on every tongue.

In this atmosphere of movement,
of giving and getting and galety,
the marvelous fact that once, on
this Day toward which the world
moves with so little thought and
50 much activity, the Light of the
World thrust His rays into time,
separating it and changing the vi-
sion of man, seems only a small
part of the tradition. But in this

| mas feast negates the celebration
which does not refer itself to the
glorious Birth.

Woven in silken threads of lus-
trous colors, the magnificent tapes-
try of the Christmas story reduces
to Insignificance any substitute,
The Child lies radiant in the sunny

straw of the manger, Mary, with
Joseph at her side, leaning ower
Him while angels at His right hand
praise and proteet. At His feet the
gentle shepherds in humble adors-
tion offer their gifts, the youngest
holding snow flower amazingly
touched h gold in the presence
lol the Redeemer. The cattle kneel,
!t.holrmofu-fmubo-ln
wonder, and in the stiliness of the
night the birds burst forth to sing
till dawn.. A new star appears in
the sky and three kings set out
to find their Saviour. It is a night

(Continued on page 3)

Holy Father Deplores Armament Race

On November 13, addressing
said, “And he who is not

the problem of peace in
the principal task of h
duty that weighs with the same
is closing his eyes not only to the light a problem concerning
whole human community but also the splendor of an essential function
of the Christian faith,

“This function invelves the formation of a society penetrated by the
spirit of Jesus Christ

“For too many years now humanity and Christianity have been
wavering far from a perpendicular line that separate the desire for
peace from the fear of war—fear of war which, although it does not
appear imminent because of an easily explainable psychological re-
flex, drives governments and peoples to an armaments race with eco-
nomic and social consequences that must frighten every clear sighted

4

knowledge is peace, joy, salvation.

Eightieth
Birthday of
Don Sturzo

On of the outstanding figuges
in the world today is Don Laigi
Sturzo, who was eighty years old
this past Nov. 26 1951
Sturzo comes from a noble family,
and is one of four children de-
voted to the Christian way of liv-
ing. His brother, Don Mario, was
a8 Bishop, and his twin sister a
nun. He was born at Caltagirone,
Sicily, in 1871. Was ordained priest
of the Roman Catholic Church in
1804. He received his degrees in
Philosophy at the Pontifical Acad-
emy of St. Thomas Aquinas in
Rome in the year 1897, and a year
later his Deoctorate of Sacred
Theology at the Gregorianm Uni-
versity.

As an ardent and faithful dis-
ciple of the teachings of Leo XIII,
he has devoted his entire life to
the application of moral principles
to the political, social and eco-

“You Asked

for a King”’

By ROBERT LUDLOW

“In his old age, Samuel appolnt-l
ed his sons to perform the Judlel:
office in Israel; the elder wu|
called Joel, and the younger Abia,
and they held assize at Herubee‘i
But these sons of his did not fol-
low in his foosteps;, greed bent;
them to take bribes, and to per-
vert justice. So all the elders of |
Israel met Samuel at Ramatha, ‘

shal them, ploughmen and reapers,
armourers and wheelwrights. It is
your daughters that will make his
perfumes, and cook for him, and
bake for him. All the best of your
lands and vineyards and olive-yards
he will take away, and entrust to
his own bailiffs; and he will tithe
the revenues of such crop and
vintage as is left you, to pay his

Thou hast grown old, they said to | own courtiers and his own retinue.
him, and thy sons do not follow in | He will take away servants and
thy footsteps. Give us a king, such | handmaids of yours, all the lustiest
as other nations have, to sit in | of the young men, all the asses that
judgment over us. Little It liked rwork for you, to work for him in-
Samuel, this demand for a king | stead, of your herds, too, he will
to be their judge; but when he take the tithe. You will be his
betook himself to the Lord in tllnvcs; and when you cry out for
prayer, the Lord said to him, Grant | redress against the king you have
the people all they ask of thee. It chosen for yourselves, the Lord
is my rule over them they are cast- | will not listen to you; you asked

ing off, not thine. It has ever been for a kimg." (I KINGS, chap. 8
the same. since the day when 1]1-17).
rescued them from Egypt; me they Monarchy

will ever be forsaking, to worship
other gods, and now it is thy turn.
Grant their request, but put thy
protest on record; tell them what
rights their king will claim, when
they have a king to rule over them.
“In answer, then, to their reguest
for a king, Samuel told the people
all the Lord had said to him. When
you have a king to reign over you,
he will claim the rights of a king.
He wili take away your sons from
you, to drive his chariots, he will
need horsemen, and outriders for
“is teams; regiments, too, with
manders and captains to mar-

We note in this passage from the
Old Testament the beginning of
monarchy in Israel—the beginning

of the State. We take note of God's | six years of his life in the village |

disapproval of this, of how He
points out the evils to which it will
inevitably give rise. And yet, nev-
ertheless, he respects the will of
the people to choose that form of
government they desire. But it is
not a happy decision, and He fore-
tells the day will come when they
will wish this monarchy, this des-
potism, this State, to be removed
from their midst. It is evident

(Continued on page 7)

Death of
Father Onesimus
Lacouture, §.J.

By DOROTAY DAY

Fr. Onesimus Lacouture, S.J.,
was born in a little town nerth of
Montreal, St. Ours, on April 13,
1881. He was the nineteenth child
of his father, Xavier, who was mar-
ried twice. His mother, Catherine,
was his father’'s second wife. The
first marriage brought forth ten
children, the second eleven!

Doesn’t that sound like the be-
ginning of the life of a saint? Peter
Maurin was one of twenty-three
children. These two men who had
most influence on my life (and so
in a way on the life of the Catholic
| Worker) were both French peas-
ants, of France and French Canada

and of the city
of the poor.

Fr. Lacouture lived only the first

Both were men

'ol' St. Ours. Then the family moved
to the mill town of Woonsocket,
Rhode Island, where they lived a
year and then moved to Ashland,
and later te Cochituate, Massa-
chusetts. Onesimus graduated from
publie high school in 1900 and
went to the college of the Assump-
tion near Montreal, and after two
years Lo the novitiate of the Socle-
ty of Jesus at Sault-aux-Recollets.
It is there that he was buried last

nomic fields. His only ambition
in life has been to achieve this
end. He has organized farmery’
cooperstives and agrarian banks,
Together with other friends, he
founded the Confederation of

week, after a requiem mass in the
chapel. He died on November 186,
the feast of St. Gertrude, and was
buried on November 20.

One of our dear friends notified

me of his death, and I was able to
take a bus to Montreal and attend
the funeral. The last time I had
seen Fr. Lacouture was at Sudbury,
Canada, where | had gone to speak.
He was procurator of the college
| there and we talked all one day of
the spiritual life and of the re-

(Continued on page 8

Christian Labor Unions in Italy,

{ with a membegship of more than

one and a half million.
- - -

He occupied the chairs of Soclol-
ogy and Philosophy at the Diocesan
Seminary of his native Catlagiypne
fer seven years, and for sixteem

| (Continued on page 7)

They both knew the life of the land '

. of California Denies Free Speech

Following the refusal of the Ohio State’ Authorities to allow a pacifist

i to address the students, a new report of limitations on academic free-

dom comes from the West C Max Schactman, National! Chair-
“&

| man of the Independent Sociall ague, was barred from debating
| before a campus group at the ersity of California (Berkeley) on
| British politics.

| This incident is perhaps even more serious. Although the Catholic
Worker cannot approve all of the positions of the Independent Socialist
League, it must protest the dangerous manner of this censorship. Uni-
versity Authorities cited the fact that Schactman’'s group was listed
as subversive by the Attorney General as sufficient reason for their
| action. Yet the Independent Socialist League was $laced on that list
without the opportunity to defend itself against the charges, without
even notification of the nature of the charges or the names of the
witnesses!

Some have supported the loyalty program because they hold that
it is “administrative” and therefore not subject to the constitutional
prohibitions on bills of attainder, jury trial etc. The barring of Schact-
man is one more incident which makes it plain that real righty are be-
ing imperiled by the very existence of the list, real deprivations caused,
and what is worse, convictions made by the pressure of vigilante groups
on the very guardians of a free forum, the universities of America.

The Independent Socialist League has not been charged with a
crime, It has not faced a jury or a witness; and it has been convigted,
and suffered the loss of rights. All who believe in freedom will protest.
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By DOROTHY DAY

Father Lacouture died Novem-
ber 16 and | took the bus Sunday
mnight at six forty-five, arriving in
Montreal at nine o'clock the next
morning. It was very cold all
night. The door of the bus did
not shut tight and the heater
worked only on one side. Nobody
complained. Opportunities for
penance, vigil, prayer! 1 am con-
stantly reminded of how good peo-
ple are, how patient and long suf-
fering. Madeleine Sheridan is an
ever hospitable friend. Since her
mother’'s death, her little apart-
ment has been a house of hos-
pitality. She exemplified personal
responsibility. After lunch Fr.
Leandre Plante, Fr. Roy's nephew
whe is stationed at Gesu Church,
borrowed his brother's car and
picked up Karl Stern at the Allen
Memorial hospital and me at
Madeleine's., and diove us out to
the other end of Montreal to view
Fr. Lacouture's body. There I met
hus sister, brothers and nieces and
nephews, most of whom had come
up from Massachusetts and Rhode
Island to attend the funeral. They
loved him very much and were all
weeping. “He paid us visits often,
and never stopped talking about
God. He was always so happy.”

Funeral

The funeral of a Jesuit is very
sustere. One nocturn of the office
of the dead is recited before the
low requiem Mass. They live, as
St. Paul said, in a family as though
there were no family, among
brothers as though they were not
brothers

Right .aner the funeral Mass I
took the bus to Quebec to see Fr.
Pacifique Roy, our old friend who

pital and later with his sister in
Quebec. His lapses of memory do
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25 miles further up the St. Law-
rence. We drove out there one
cold afternoon, but it in no way
felt like a pilgrimage, making so
brief a visit and driving out in the
short winter afternoon. The next
day I spoke at the school of social
work at Laval, at the invitation of
Fr. Gonzale Poulain and had lunch
at the university club later. [ re-
membered at the last minute that
at home it was Thanksgiving.

In the afternoon I visited an ex-
hibit of handicrafts with Anne
Marie Riendeau who had worked
for the department of agriculture,
going to all the family circles in
Quebec giving two weeks' courses
of one kind or another to the
farmers' wives.

Even though many a housewife
knows how to spin and weave the
government finds it necessary to
encourage them to continue in
these crafts, so subtly are Ameri-
can ways creeping into the Prov-
ince. I remember how in Mexico
the friends I met relegated their
wonderful Indian crockery to the
kitchen and brought out Wool-
worth stuff as superior.

Jim Shaw

In the evening I took the bus for
Three Rivers which is half way be-
tween Quebec and Montreal. Ad-
Jacent to it is Cap de La Made-
leine, another famous shrine in
Canada dedicated to Our Lady of
the Rosary. Pilgrims come in the
summer by the thousands every
day, and even in winter the shrine
church is full each day at the
Masses offered continually by the
Oblate Fathers. One feels the de-
votion as soon as one arrives at
this city of 15,000 which sprawls
along the St. Lawrence. 1 got off
the bus on a cold, clear night and
was met by Jim Shaw who is the
editor of the English edition of the
Shrine Annals. As we walked to|
his headquarters which he shares
with his mother, who comes from |
an Irish village as devout as any
in French Canada, we watched the
children skating on the little lakes
in the park surrounding the
shrine. Jim lives all but in the
shrine grounds. Cap de la Made-
leine is famous not only for the

The last forty houses were begun
in June, 1950, and finished in Feb-
. 1981,

Here is one in-
stance where the child of light was

the coordination of the material
and spiritual order. Canon Cham-
berland does not just regard his
people as souls. They are body
and soul and he has been a good
shepherd.

Other Ventures

There are other ventures of
which I have heard, but not seen,
and which | intend to visit before
I return. There Is the English
speaking group of girls like those
of Abbey Saey who go out to nurse
the sick and clean their homes,

|who live in poverty in the old

Irish, and now the French quarter.
Their chaplain is also the chap-
lain of the Young stian Work-
ers. There is a the Foyer de
Charite, headed by an old friend

| of ours, Fr. Ovila Belanger who is
| the chaplain of this home which is
being built for destitute families. Petter and we love Him more. We

It is also an outgrowth of the work |

of the laity who began to live
with the poorest and to serve
them

“The aim of the work Is to as- |
suage and solace the :zbandoned |

shrine but for the paper mills on |
every side. The Charles Rlverl
coming down from the north floats
the logs to the mills and as we
walked to Church in the morning
we faced literally a mountain ofl
logs waiting to be devoured by the |
pulp mill. The smell of paper
mills was in the air.
School

In the midst of this industrial
atmaosphere, there is also a famous
“family school” or school of the
household arts for which Canada
is becoming famous. Several of
our friends from the states have
taken a course for a year at one of
these schools and have learned
spinning, weaving, dress making,
the French language. The schools
are really high schools, but anyone
can take a course. The tuition is
thirty dollars a month at the In-
stitute Familial at Val Marie, Cap
de la Madeleine, but it is still less
at some of the rural schools. Here
the girls are prepared for home

ones of society, and that absolute-
ly by private charity. The temp-
tation often presents itself under
the form of political organiza-
tion of so called social agencies
which would very much like to put
their hands on our work,” writes
Fr. Ovila Belanger. We wish to
count only on Divine Providence
and the Holy Family.

Bishop Leger

Bishop Leger, of Montreal, in
speaking of the work said (and
this is a rough translation), “In
this field, symbolically apart from
all bureaucracies imagined, one
will bend.-his mind quite simply
without question, towards the lot
of those who are so poor that they
cannot any longer be categorized
in a society too perfect for them "

To encounter such works, such
beginnings, with all .the ardor of
beginnings, is to be filled with
hope. The Church is indeed alive.
We are living in a time of many
beginnings.

sider the confusion and darkness
in the world today, when we see
s0 many around
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only te His but to all the beloved
suffering members of His Mystical
Body. All of us together, let us
be united in this very real suffer-
ing for the good that can come
from- it, for the fruit it can bear,
through Him . . . Certainly it is
not for nothing, certainly it has its
redemptive qualities, certainly it
is being tried by fire.

The early Christians died their
martyr's deaths, with a sopg on
their lips and joy in their h arts.
Let us live in the spirit of the
martyrs, also with joy, and In
peace; for we, too, do it for love
of Christ. He never fails us. God
loveth a “cheerful giver.” And I
also love that quotation from Ju-
liana of Norwich, “He said not:
thou shalt not be troubled, thou
shalt not be tempted, thou shalt
not be distressed; but He said:
thou shalt not be overcome.”

L] L -

Thank God, too, for by sharing

His suffering we understand Him

can say, “Dear Christ, so this is it,
this is a tiny bit of the suffering
which you underwent for us. Oh,
I never understood. How blind I
have been, now that I begin to see,
how much more I love you; because
how great love you must have had
to undergo this for us. Dear God,
forgive me for not having under-
stood hefore.”

Thank you, for in this sharing
of the suffering of the poor we
can understand them better, and
how can we help them if we don't
understand them. We must be one
with the ones we have been chosen
to help. The missionay in a pagan
land must be one with the pagan
for whose soul He is working. He
who wishes to help the poor in a
material way must be poor with
them in & material way. Wouldn't
it be true, also, that if we would
help those who are spiritually
poor, that the good God would give
us a laste of that poverty, too. It
seems (o be so.

Peter Maurin used to talk about
Charity at a personal sacrifice, and
that is what we must strive for. If
we wish to unite ourselves to Him

in one of the needs of
ou:unu.toz:tbun need aof,

spiritual peace, mental peace. We

It is true we need weapons in
this “battle,” for battle Mt is. We
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to come to Maryfarm to share what
we have here to give them, to share
the chapel and the daily sacrifice
of the Mass with them, to share the
opportunity of getting away from
the city and the distractions and
complexities of the high-pressure
life there, to find time to pray and
read quietly alone and join in our
community life and prayers, to
share a little in our everyday work.
We all need it—this chance to re-
treat, time to think and pray and
listen to God to see what He wants
of us, to see what He has in store
for us. Come alone if you wish,
or contact us for group activity,
private retreats or discussion week-
ends.

And not only to share our pray-
ers and our activities, but to unite
with us in learning to live in com-
munity with whomever the Lord
sends to be members of our “fami-
ly.” To learn the art of living with
and bearing with, and loving one
another for the sake of Christ, one
of the greatest of all arts to learn.

I might add, there is one key
word to living the full Christian
life, and that word is, Surrender.

Catholic. His interest was psychia-
try, and he was completely bored
with what he called the dull duties
of he unexciting cases and people
htmdhmmdbuplgl
(Continued on page
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Chrystie Street

By TOM SULLIVAN

&

Three turkeys were kindly donat-
ed to us for our Thanksgiving din-
ner. One turkey was given to us
by a good friend of ours and the
other two birds were contributed
by our regular bulcher who sells
us our daily meat.

Seventy of us sat down to the
thirtysix pounds of turkey and had
8 fairly good meal Judging from
all reports, everyone got his fill
However there were no seconds
even though no one wanted more.
For some years now there has been
a standing rule that no one Is to
be given seconds at any of our
meals

At times it seems like a mean
petty injunction, however it is an
attitude that grew from the idea
that one plate full apiece was
sufficient for all. Besides the cook
would be better able to determine
the amount of food necessary for
each meal

For the line that we usually serve
soup to each day, we served roast
pork. Eighty pounds of pork was
served Lo a little over two hundred
and fifty men. Thus they too had
a full meal that day. However we
had to purchase the meat for {!ut
meal. {

1 don’t know why I said had
to purchase the pork, although in

this work you do derive a |first

class hand out mentality ides
we purchase practically all sf our
food each day through the con-
tributions of our friends. However
the need for more funds is always
with us and the poor are especially
on the prowl for handouts during
the holidays of the year. And they
should be since they have the right
to expect the congealed blood of
Christianity to flow at least on
the great feast days.

A couple of our acquaintances
asked If they couldn't share our
wurkey dinner with us, even though

they could afford to pay for their |

meal in skid row restaurants. But
they were lonely souls and conse-
quently dreaded the grimmer lone-
liness of eating Thanksgiving din-
ner in a Bowery emporium. We
welcomed them to our table but
wondered how much better they
would fare at the meager warmth
extended by our family. I don't
mean lo say that congeniality is
lacking at our dinner, however it
isn’t anything like an average
family at a holiday meal. We tend
to wolf down our food in silence
and there is very little time or
incentive for relaxed chattering
since it takes three or four set-
tings to feed the house at one
meal

This afternoon we were inter-
viewed by some representatives
from The Voice of America. The
Interview was picked up by a tape
recording machine and will be
broadcasted to Europe late this
month. We agreed to this broad-
cast since we thought that we would
have the opportunity to air some
of the ideas upon which the Catho-
lic Worker movement is founded.

The opportunity to present these
ideas never arrived. Instead we
were questioned as to how we
planned to survive the Christmas
season in the house: what sort of
& program did we have lined up?
Another electrifying question—how
many members do you have on
the staff?

Unless the narrator fills in quite
8 few gaps | am sure the Catholic
Worker will be pictured as nothing
more than a pious settlement house
in the slums of- New York.

. . L]

I might add one further note
on our former co-worker Jack Eng-
lish, who has been with the Trap-
pists in Georgia for the past two
months. Jack started his novitiate
over a month ago and is now known
as Frater Charles.

- . L]

I was telling a friend of mine
about my recent experience with a
dentist who so kindly pulled two
abcessed teeth for me. The friend

inquired as to how I survived the
ordeal. 1 replied that it was really
nothing except that during the ex-
traction the dentist had to wipe
the perspiration from my forehead
as my lips quivered and my hands,
knees and feet vibrated like a
weight reducing machine. [ tried
to think of the early Christians
facing martyrdom as the radio in
the dental office sang out, “Some-
body Loves You."
»

A tall thin man of forty bolted
into the office one afternoon, last
week. He was living at the city
shelter and asked us if we would
permit him to deposit his luggage
with us for safe keeping. We
agreed

He returned a few days later to
pick them up since he had found
work and a private room. At the
time of his return he presented
us with a copy of the Imitation of
Christ. We opened the book and
found a leaflet on Blessed Martin
de Porres. We asked him if he
knew Martin. The man smiled his
assent and said that Blessed Mar-
tin has been his guiding light.

We then asked the man how his
stay at the city shelter had turned
out. He frowned and indicated
that the memory was painful.
“After two miserable nights there,
1 was lucky to run across some
friends who put me up at their
place. They are a family of
gypsies that I had known when I
worked with a circus. They have
no heat in their rooms and we
slept on the floors but they were
very hospitable.”

.

Dorothy Day's new book. “The
Long Leneliness” will be published
the first week of January. Harper
& Brothers are the publishers
Those who have read the manu-
| seript expect Dorothy's book to be
a natiomal best seller.

Our Friday night meetings con-
tinue to play to a packed house.
We have over fifty people attend-
ing each lecture and there is never
| enough room to seat all those who
| come to listen. We had a particu-
larly good talk by John Cogley of
Commonweal last night. John
speaks as well as he writes and
that my friends is a very high com-
pliment. I think what John is one
|of the best informed Catholics in

the country on Catholic thought
| and related subjects.

L

- L]

| I seldom bother to listen to any
' radio programs simply because
| there is practically nothing worth
| tuning in beyond the ome or twe
| stations that broadcast worthwhile
| music. Several months ago 1|
‘ stumbled across one station that is

an exception to all this. That is
|the Barry Gray program over
JWMCA which runs from midnight
| to 3 am. Those hours of broad-

; casting are a little too late for our

schedule consequently I have only
listened to Barry a few times. And
then for only a half hour to am
hour each time. But from the
samples I have had of that pro-
gram I think it is one of the best
things I have ever listened to on
the air or off the air. The man
Barry has a real thirst for social |
justices and fills his programs
with the most interesting discus-
sions that it has been my pleasure .
to hear. He knocks himself out |
being honest in any topic he deals |
with. The attitudes that he has
adopted will not make him popu-l
lar with the non-thinking public. |
If this fellow Gray Is ever in error
on any subject I am sure it will be |
an honest and unintentional mis-
take.

.

We had a letter from a good
friend of ours informing us that
he had purchased a share of pre-
ferred stock for us from one of the |
largest corporations in the country.

We were chagrined with this odd
gift. We appreciated no end the
generosity that motivated the|

L

donor, but we don't kmow how he
missed our attitude on the broker-
age system. The thought of the
Catholic Worker being a stockhold-
er, with a share of preferred stock
no less, was quite unnerving.

I thoroughly disliked the indeli-
cate Lask of writing to our bene-
factor that we would prefer the
cash and let the share of stock go.

I was spared that task when a
short time later a note arrived from
the stock company informing us
that they would he happy to send
us the cash in liew of the stock. A
very happy ending.

L] . -

We had the somewhat unusual
experience recently of accepting a
former reader and donor in the
Catholic Worker as a dependent
guest. From a fairly comfortable
way of life, this man, through a
series of sicknesses, found himself
reduced to living in a Bowery hotel.
He came to us when he had but
fougr cents left in his pocket.

He said that he had never appre-
clated the need for houses of hos-

our Little Way Chapel and through
the month all of us st Peter
Maurin Farm have thought .a lit-
tle more than usual about the suf-
fering souls in both the
Militant and the Church Suffering.
These November days have been
good for added meditations
Mystical Body.

|

ting climax. Even jello-making

pitality, although he had read it
time and time again in the C. W,

;until he was In need of one him-

self.

L

We had our first city alr raid
alarm this morning. When it oc-
curred we happened to be looking
out of our office window to see how
the pedestrians were taking it. The
motor traffic came to a halt at the
Chrystie and Houston streets inter-
section, as the stop and go lights
flicked on and off. Several citizens
slowly plodded along the sidewalk
in their original direction. A
short, red-headed woman, stranger
to our sfreet, fought with a man
along the curbstone over a bottle of

| wine, she finally got it away from

him and placed in to her lips. The
man shrugged his shoulders and
walked on.

These air raid sirens are a veri-
table curse and bane to our lives.
It seems as though they are testing
these sirens every day. With all
the tensions that exist in the eity
today, this added torture is suffi-

(Continued on page 8)

they have
kitchen, so Hans, John, Ed and
Leonard set it up in the basement

. now we all muse that living is
too easy.

One of the girls from the Do-

been using In their

minican House came out for is-
tice Day and we pickled ars
which have graced our table gghum-
ber of times since.

Bill McAndrews is counselling
boys at Mt. Loretto so Hans and Ed
are doing the baking. Kenneth is
doing part-time cooking at Mt
Lorettqe Joe Cuellar is busy mak-
ing Liturgical candles again. John
Murray cpends about three hours
a day doing janitor work at St
Louis Academy. So everybody is
busy about many things during the
day but after the supper hour we
all manage to compare notes. Rita
and | do a bit of folk dancing, she
plays with the Hennessey children
or reads them stories; then she
plans the work schedule for the
following day. Our subjects for dis-
cussion are spontaneous and varied.
Not long ago Kenneth surprised us

with some readings of Peguy's

|
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shall flourish like the lily. It s
bud forth and blossom and shall
rejoice with joy and praise.”

In this moment of the fulness
of time all the joy of the world
is concentrated in the crude stable
at Bethlehem. It is the moment of
promise fulfilled, the lighteping of
the burden of sin and darkness
which laid so long on the sons of
Adam. Here in the Person of this
Infant, newborn and helpless, les
hope, redemption, the lifting of
the sadness from the hearts of men.
The shepherds, believing, can o
no less than adore; the first rapture
reserved to these humble men of
the Judean hills.

The long preparation is over, the
prophecies vindicated. The Son of
God has come into the world and
all things in Him are made new.
And He has not left the world nor
abandoned Iit. His birth om that
lovely night of smow and stars and
wakened birds is a permanent
reality; the simple Gospel recount-
ing of it wmore beautiful than any
of the stories, songs and legends
created to glorify it

But if the preparation for the

actual eritrance of Christ into the
world was completed at this mid-
night feast of creation, the prepara-
tion of the soul of mankind goes
on ceaselessly, Advent as it is
marked by the Church continues
annually to remind us that we
cannot come Lo joy in an easy way,
we must come the penitential way,
the way of sorrow, so that in the
celebration of the mysteries of the
Midnight Mass on the birthday of
Our Lord, we many be emptied
of self to rejoice only in His love-
liness.
For this is the glory of Christ-
mas, this realization of the Desired
of Nations filling the heart with
love; and this is the simplicity of
the feast, the humbile belief, the
willingness to be purged of our
sadness and be comforted, the glad
acceptance of the good news We
must stir up our hearts in hope
and expectation, for as Pope St
Leo tells us, “It is unlawful to be
sad on this Day.”




Page Four

THE CATHOLIC WORKER

December, 1951

+ + + BOOK REVIEWS + + +
Simone Weil

Waiting on God. By Simone
Weil. G P. Putnam's Sons, New
York $350. Reviewed by An-
thony Aratari.

Gustave Thibon, in his introdue-
tion to “La Pesanteur et la Grace”
(a collection of thoughts edited and
arranged by him from the jour-
pals of Simone Weil left in his
keeping), describes Simone Weil's
reactions as he said good-bye 1o
her for the last time in May, 1942,
reactions which are charactenstic
of her whole approach to God:
“Taking leave of her, I said to her
jokingly and to mask my emo*fon:
“Till we meet again, in this world
or the next” She became sud-
denly serious and replied: “In the
next world, there is no meeting
each other again” What she
meant to say was that th= limits
which constitute our ‘empirical I
are sbolished In the unity of eter-
nal life.” She would allow no an-

One encounters this stark atti-
tude on almost every page of

into English: a group of ‘etters
written by her to her friend Father
Perrin, a Dominican, and essays
entrusted to his care. Whelher she
is speaking of her own life, tne
use of school studies, the
of affliction to the love of
love of our neighbor, of
of the world and of re-
practices, friendship, or
on the Our Father, she
loses sight of those laws
she says necessarily govern
natural movements of the hu-
soul when not being led by

T

it

holds man captive on
: the mechanical neces-
matter, the psychic neces-
conscious life and the super-
ral necessity incumbent when
the soul agrees to wait on God. It
is only supernatural necessity, only
grace that gives the soul freedom
to fly upwards. If a man refuses
to obey supernatural necessity, if
he “turns away from God, he sim-
ply gives himself up to the law of
gravity. Then he thinks that he
can decide and choose, but he is

2558,
i

what is undeniably genius, she can
in a sentence or with a telling quo-
tation make the Greek view of life
suddenly vibrant with meaning
She shows us that the preoccvma-
tion of the Greeks with the no-
tion of man in bondage to faie s

notion by no means superseded by

must be utilized in all true re-
ligious experience.

She is not the first, however, to
have seen that obedience to neces-
sity was a purifying element in
the soul's passage towards union
with God. Baron von Hugel, in
his magnificently exhaustive study
of Saint Catherine of Genoa, “The
Mystical Element in Religion”™
claims this fundamentally Christ-
like approach for Saint Catherine
as an explanation why she, “in true
Greek fashion, finds and allows so
large a place for conceptions of
things, for images derived from the
natural clements, and for mental
abstractions, in her religious ex-
periences and teachings: God ap-
pearing in them predominantly as
Sun, Light, Fire, Air, Ocean;
Beauty, Truth, Love, Goodness.”

Von Hugel's remarks must be
quoted, for they will illuminate
this whole discussion, and they
ultimately imply a criticism of
Simone Well if her refusal to be
baptized by the Church s univer-
salized into a final position, which
is a very possible danger.

“The ultimate and determining
reason” for Saint Catharine of
Genoa's stolclsm “was no doubt her
deep spiritual experience and con-
viction (as vivid as ever was the
psychic tendency which gave it
form and additional emotional edge
and momentum) that she must con-
tinually first quench and drown
her feverish immediacy, her cla-
morous, claimful false self, and
must lose herself, as a merely nat-
ural Individual, in the river and
ocean of the Thing, of Law, of that
apparently ruthless Determinism
which fronts life everywhere, be-
fore she could find herself again
as a Person, in union with and in
presence of an infinite Spirit and

profoundly religious, that it is a

Christianity, but, on the contrary, |

figure As it is, there is an
incompletion about her. She has
no house to invite us to. She was

content to sit on the threshold of
the Church. For she reproaches
the Catholie Church for not being
| Catholic enough. This is certainly
| true about Catholics, who are often
seclarian, nationalistic. But the
Church is another matter. Simone
Weil's claim to universality on the
basis of her conceptions strikes one
as shallow. The Church can point
'to an actual universality in past
'and present, to the variety &f her
saints, the multiplicity of religious
| orders. The words of Christ that
»ln His Father's house there are
| many mansions are words which
only the Church can justly appro-
priate.

However, Gustave Thibon and
Father Perrin are right in holding
| that if she had not died when she
!did, a change of attitude would
have had to take place. She her-
| self provides us with the frame of
reference to assess her. In “Pesan-
teur et la Grace,” she says: "The
tragedy of those who, having been

brought by the love of the good

Personality.

into a path where there is suffer-
“Thus Greek Fate is here re-

ing, arrive at the end of the time
tained, but it is transformed  given as their limit and they de-
through being transplaced. For pase themselves.”

Fate has here ceased to be ulti-| She would have had to modify

mate and above the very gods, the | some of her extreme opinions. She
poor gods who were so predomi- | does not seem to be so much in

only a thing, a stone that falls.” | nantly the mere projections of

And the three levels of necessity | man's Individualism: Fate is here | ;;r:::mt.:::: :::::'o:‘[:,:m:;::
taken together mesh into a “blind \ jntermediate and a way to God— of pecessity. She is not anyone's
mechanism” which she embraces  the great God, the source and ideal | reading, but there are those like
as the Providence of God, a mc- | of all Personality. And indeed this | myself who will never be the same

chanism which, “heedless of de-

Fate is not, ultimately, simply sep-

| for having read her. Hers was an

grees of spiritual perfection, con- | srate from God; it is indeed omni-  gyuthentic vocation. If it were not
tinually tosses men about and | present, but everywhere only as|go she could not give us so much
throws some of them at the very the prelimihary and subaltern, ex-

foot of the Cross.”
Now this insight into the work-
ings of necessity is most valuable

pression for us men, of the Divine
Freedom that lies hidden and op-
erating behind it And we men

To take one instance, the humili- | attain to some of this Freedom only
ating events of our Lord's Passion, |by the inclusion within our spir-
seen from the point of view of |itual life of that Fate-passage and

are doing”

In her argument for necessity,
Simone Weil invokes the greatest
thinkers of anclent Greece. With

of our actual constant passing
through it, on and on.”
Also, though unique and not in-

. | terchangeable, Simone Weil's em-

phasis on supernatural necessity is

a personal expression of what Kant |
.| called the Categorical Imperative

and Soloviev, moral necessity, de-
scribing it as “the finest lower on
the soil of humanity.” That the

| good is its own justification and

worthy of assent is an age-old
theme.

Her originality consists in the
intensity, the depth and range with
which she embraced the truth of
necessity on all its levels, making
it part of the fiber of her soul. It
is also her weakness. It is at this

| light. And our Lord said: “By their
| fruits you shall know them.”

Justice Douglas
'Strange Lands and  Friendly
People, Willlam ©O. Douglas,

Harper & Brothers, $4.00. Re-
viewed by Michael Harrington.

One World has been computed
'by air miles. by the tanks of
bombers and the range of rockets.
Willlam O. Douglas walked
“lhmulh a good part of it, and
lthls radical perspective — of the
pedestrian—is a critical challenge
o the West
Nationalism

' Strange Lands and Friendly
1Peopl¢ is not g political analysis,
ior even a political narrative in the
sense of state dinners and arranged
tours. William O. Douglas is a

point that one feels that had she | justice of the United States Su-
entered the Church and submitted | preme Court; he is also a western-
to the necessity of an infallible er, a mountaineer and horseman
Magisterium with power to bind |and it is this personality, alert,

and loose, extending her own con-
ceplions up on to this level, she

would have been a truly universal

triendly, shrewd, which dominates
‘tho book. As a result, the Middle

(Continued on page 6)

Sr. Helen Angela

On Good Ground by Sister Helen
Angela Hurley. University of
Minnesota Press, Minneapolis
$3.75 Reviewed by Betly Bar-
telme

From the vantage point of 1951
Sister Helen Angela, wriling the
history of her religious order. can
look back to the beginnings of the
tiny community of the Sisters of
St. Joseph in St. Paul and regard
with justifiable satisfaction the
achievements of the past hundred
years. Basing her account on his-
torical documents, letters and in-
tensive research into the archlvu'
of the state records, she has cata- |
logued carefully the development |
of the community and the part it
played in the growth of the|
Church in Minnesota and other
northwestern states.

In 1851 at the call of Bishop |
Cretin, four sisters, three of them
French, left the newly-founded
convent of Carondelet in St. Louis
and traveled up the Mississippi to
the pioneer village of St. Paul. It
was a wearylng trip broken only
by visits to the river towns, and
the conditions which met them at
the end of their journey were
enough to discourage the hardiest
woman. The sisters, however, met
the situation with fortitude and
the immediate practical |ppllca-‘
tion of their rule. They set about.
establishing a school and a little
later a hospital for the poor, and |
within a short time earned the ad- |
miration of the embryo city for|
their self-effacing charity.

From these small beginnings the
order's activitles branched out un-
til now, on the centenary of their |
arrival, they have established
schools, hospitals, academies, a
college for women, and charitable |
institutions throughout their prov-
ince.

The Irelands, one of the earliest
Irish families in the city, had a
great influence on this growth.
Mother Seraphine Ireland and her
cousin, Mother Celestine Howard,
worked unceasingly to further the
spread of the St. Joseph order, and
they were strongly backed in all
their work by Mother Seraphine's

Hannah Arendt

The Origins of Totalitarianism.
By Hannah Arendt, Harcourt-
Brace, $875 Reviewed by
Michael Harrington

Miss Arend' studies the historis
cal origins of the totalitarian state.
Her analysis is so perceptive and
thorough as to be Impossible of
summation. With this disadvan-
tage in mind, the main thesis is
that the atomization of society
which happened in the early 19th
century created a “mob” which was
neither proletarian or bourgeois,
but the outcasts and dispossessed
of both classes. The result was the
breakdown of the nation state in
Europe. The large group of peo-
ple iperhaps a majority) who had
supported government by indirec-
tion, by the apathy of mot voling,
were suddenly activated by “total”
philosophies of life: racism, pan-
slavism, pan-germanism, anti-sem-
itism.

Perhaps the most frightening
part of this book is the way in
which Miss Arendt indicts all of
the West, not only the Nazis and
the Stalinists, for the tragedy
which took place. Nationalism and
imperialism, the destruction of
community, racism, are part of our
common heritage. To her, the ter-
rible thing Is not the emergence
of totalitarianism itself, but the
fact that it was the only compre-
hensive answer which the twenti-
eth century could give to its prob-
lems. Stalin and Hitler found real
answers to real problems: the rest
of the world did not. The horror
is that the murder of six million
ews was the realism of our prog-
ress through the ages, our only
practical response to the intolera-
ble situation which we ourselves
created.

That answer was nol political,
the domination of a particular
party or class. It was total. The
complete subordination of a so-
ciety, of all the voluntary associa-
tions and community relations, to
some gigantic, leviathan-like ideal.

This in turn throws a great deal
of light on the subjective psychol-
ogies of Stalinismu and Hitlerism.

brother, Archbishop John Ireland. | w. cannot dismiss them as cases
a dynamic figure in American |, (he power-mad. The “mere”
Church history. Their efforts in |, .. is ruthless with the opposi-
the educational field culminated in tion, an exploiter, and in all things.
the foundation of the College of | efficient. But for the Germans and
St. Catherine which under the ... g, ans terror has only be-
guidance of Mother Antonia Mc- | gun when th; opposition has b

Hugh became one of the largest| ... 10iply eliminated, exploitation

and finest women's colleges in the
midwest
On Good Ground ‘
Not all the endeavors of the St. |
Joseph community wers complete-
ly successful, and Sister Helen An- |
gela is careful to recount the dis-
appointing results of the Indian |
mission foundations which were
steadily thwarted by frontier poli-
tics. Nor does she gloss the char-l
acters of the personalities wbo‘
figure prominently in her chroni-
cle with an unbelievable lustre of
perfection. They had their short-
comings and, as she remarks, they
were children of their time, con-
cerned with the material expan-
sion of the Church in a new area
of the country—a concern which

seemed to Induce a certain short-
sightedness toward such bedrock
concepts as the social teachings of
the Church and the liturgical
movement — a short-sightedness
which has since been partially cor-
rected, at least on the college
level.

It is fascinating to reflect on the
grace of God which moved these
women to go into strange places
and build so strongly and surely
from so little. The dynamism of the
spark of charity shows its power
clearly in such a history as this.
Sister Helen Angela’s lively and

is only subordinate to an ideal, and
efliciency is sacrificed to an ideol-

|ogy. A power-mad dictator would

not have diverted a tremendous
amount of material and manpower
to pogroms against the Jews or the
Poles. Hitler did. A power-mad
dictator would not have purged
his army of all the competent of-
ficers and his party of all the most
experienced officials Stalin did.

As Miss Arendt points out, the
horror of these regimes is so great
that we hesitate to use the word
“crime.” When one man kills an-
other, we know the ethics of the
act. But when an entire cultural
group is gassed to death, or three
percent of the Russian population
arrested, the imagination lags We
really do not believe it, as we do
not believe the number of stars. be-
cause it is beyond our conceiving.

The breakdown of community
which created this is our responsi-
bility. As Miss Arendt shows, we
have come to a point when only
a radically new direction—perhaps
even a religious sense—can save
us and the world.

And the horror, the terrible hor-
ror, more than the concentration
camps and the murder, is to look
out and see whal we are doing in
this moment of our extremity, to

often humorous account should see the West maintaining the prej-
elicit a warm response, particu- udice and the atomization which
larly from those who, like myself, made these days of our death, and
have known and been Mwuedlpmpoﬂnl them as the answer to
by the Sisters of St. Joseph. our death.
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! are questions that are bothering = the work. The five grew to ten
Box 546 me. God knows that we treated 407 Linden Ave The Lord used us as His instru-| In spite of this trying age of
H Puerto Rico the American Indian bad enough Teaneck, N. J ments. total warfare, atomic bombast, ma-
umacao, but this is even worse. Admiral September 15, 1951 | Last summer a gigantic high- |terialism, floods, cyclonic storma,
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233 Chrystie S Worker will keep up the good work | nat 65 years of age; these receiv-| were moving to distant hovels, and | satanic hellish, earthly and solar
e Yae k%% of defending the downtrodden. |ing Social Security dividends in|the Maryhouse cupboard was al-|disturbances. The Blessed Martin
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Dear Miss Day, wonderful work you may . 2305 Franklin Ave, m
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Puerte Rico and the Puerto Ricans protmlon“.d Mm‘m"ﬁ:?w that is they be so fortunate as t0 |tory is beginning. We hope to business at the old stand
Into the Catholic Worker recently umfmn * | get a job that pays them more than | keep these seven organic acres as| Fourteen lean years of running
I nattrally read the different : 5000 per month they forfeit the | our mooring-post, a center to|Martin's Inn, free meals, free beds,
articles with interest. | regret that SE——— Social Security benefits. Unsound- | which we may occasionaly return |00 Qquestions asked, always soup in
you all seemed Lo have been poorly m ness and injustice of such provision | even though most of us are now | Ihe pot, coffee in the cup, clothes
informed about Puerto Rico. I is self-evident. And the hardships | scattering to work in several dif- | I® the clothesroom, it is the impok-
remember Bill Gauchat some| On 8 trip to Europe last summer o 0py cqused to victims also, | ferent apostolic fields. et

months or perhaps almost a year
&go wrote an article that looked
ridiculous to anyone of us who
have been here in Puerto Rico and
know the country. He mentioned
In the beginning of the article
about having consulted some en-
cyclopedia. It must have been a
very, very old one and unreliable
at that. Puerto Rico has no mines
worth mentioning, the rivers and
streams have practically no fish, in
general it is not exactly a land
flowing with milk and honey.

I have been here almost four
and a half years, have seen most
of the Island. For three years | have
been pastor of this parish which
has some 35,000 people within its
area. We Benedictine Fathers have
also in that time built a monastery
and industrial - agricultural school
for poor boys. In the parish, we
have built a two-story Catholic
grade school and a wing for parish
house. We have the Benedictine
Sisters here from St. Benedict's in
St. Joseph, Minnesota. We are
from St John's in Collegeville. We
also help out neighboring parishes.
There are 10,000 people for every
priest here.

There are many things to be cor-
rected here but I think the Nation-
alist revolt was a sadly misguided
effort to correct things. Better
pray to the Holy Spirit to guide
you. And consult with the proper
Church authorities in such places
before backing elements that are
not good.

Asking God's blessing upon your
work, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,
Rev. Julian Simon, OSB.

CANADA
Scarboro Junction
(Near Toronto, Canada)

October 24, 1851
Dear Miss Dorothy Day,

1 always enjoy your Catholic
Worker but the October issue was
of special interest to me. 1 founded
the Spanish college of the De La
Salle in Havana, Cuba, in 1805. 1
love the Spanish-American people
and | am always anxious to help
them in any way possible.

While in Havana | was a per-
sonal friend of the first American
bishop to Puerto Rico, Bishop
Jones. My nephew went to Puerto
Rico with Governor Tugwell as his
private secretary. The treatment
we have meted out to the poor
people is appalling and brings a
blush of shame to every American.

This latest rape of the people
of the little island of Viegues is be-
yond me The people behind the
lron Curtain have not fared any
worse. | know these simpyf Span-
ish Americans and I just love them.

They have many 1 that we
would do well to | te.

We have a col here and
about half of the stud@ents are from
Mexico or South America. They
are the equal of our lan boys

in every way. They are all born
gentlemen and most obliging.
What is to become of these
people who are driven out of their
ancestral hothe in Viegues? What
action is the Federal Government

I was able to wilness one of the
most interesting experiments, the
students’ settlement of “Eau vive”
(Living Waters) near Paris. This
settlement was initiated and s
conducted by Father Thomas Phil-
ippe, a Dominican, well-known for
his work on Mariology. Male and
female students of the universities
of Paris, and of the nearby Semi-
nary of the Dominican Fathers live
in a cooperative community. The
houses apparently at one time be-
longed to big country estates. The
agricultural work is done by the
students themselves, the cooking
and washing by the girl students.
The liturgical iife forms the centre
of the existence of these young lay-
men but the settlement is inter-
denominational. | met there a
young Lutheran from Norway and
a Confucian from China, just to
illustrate the diversity of men. Per-
haps the most interesting group ls
one of Arab-Christian students.
The settlement is not self-support-
ing. and depends to a large extent
on gifts. Of all the things the Euro-
pean traveller can see today this
experiment is one of the en-
couraging symptoms. One should
support it in every possible way.
Donations should be sent to: Rev.
Pere Thomas Philippe, OP., c/o
“Eau vive,™ BSolsy - sur - Seine,
France.
Karl Stern.

MICHIGAN
Bay City Michigan.
Dear Friends:

E. 1 Watkins is the sad (but
prevalent) case of a Catholic being
“booby-trapped” into the slough of
reaction via the route of anti-com-
munism. In my capacity of a
trades-union officer, | have found
that the lowly working-stiff is
smarter than the pundits. The
guys that 1 deal with are not im-
pressed with the promises of either
“free enterprise” or Marxism.
They also know that when they
are dragooned off to unseat the
Kremlin bosses, “GI” Joe and
lowly “Ivan™ will both be caught
in the same bloody futility; and
will inherit the same ruins when
the thing is over. [ have found
the embattled working-stiff en-
gaged in the eternal struggle for

|bread and beans disposed to answer

the left versus right controversy
with a lusty, “Curses on both your
houses.”

Now about this “anti-Christ”
business. Stalin could be; certain-
ly he is anti-Christian. But then
so could be any “gold-worshipping”
big-wig in the Western World.
Don't forget, aiso, that certain
rabid Protestant sects have agreed
that the Pope is the “Beast 666."
Every admonition of Catholic
teaching warns us mot to draw
these conclusions lightly. My
guess is that “He” will be a highly
intellectual type who will appeal
to the effete and anemic pseudo-
intellects of the whole world.
While guys like me who live by
the “tradition of muscle” will see
through him like a campaign prom-
ise. Hence his wrath must fall
heaviest upon the workers of all
faiths.

Fraternally yours,

John J. O'Neil

regular scientifically calculated in-
surance.

When it is realized that there
are elderly receiving less than
3000 per month, stoppiag even
that should they succeed in getting
a job paying more than 5000
monthly would be ludicrous were
it not so painful for the victh
With cost of living what it is
travesty of such law is too obvi
for comment.

At last a Bill has been
in to raise the
100. month bef
clal Security. Bill is No.
and is now before the
Means Committee of the
Representatives, Washington.
needs the active support of
human, right-thinking people,
gardless of political party or
other extraneous considerations,
that a glaring wrong
righted.

It is to be hoped you
and succeed, Deo gratias,
coming your antipathy toward
government action, for the
and do your best to help this
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job paying up to 100.00 per
without losing their
rity payments, in the event they
succeed in getting one.

You should bear in mind that

“security” failed.

An article in your paper, and
letters by you and your friends to
the Committee on Ways and Means
of House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, D. C., would help. We al-
ready have done so.

For Christian Social Science, and
Security,

Sincerely,
John B. Erit

SAINT PAUL

450 Little Canada Road
St. Paul (6), Minnesota

Feast of St. Michael,
Archangel
1951

Dear Friend of Maryhouse:

Seven years ago we moved into
Maryhouse in Minneapolis. Last
month we moved out.

In between, there was a glorious
chapter of joy and sorrow, We
prayed and offered sacrifice and
gave instructions to our colored
neighbors, we distributed clothing
and food and fuel, we wrestled
with the problems of drink and
delinquency and discrimination.
Some of our neighbors beca
Catholics; some returned to the
Sacraments; some turned a deaf
ear.

In 1944, we, five Catholic lay-
women, sold our possessions and
pooled our resources in order to
begin the work. Through seven
years you, friends of Maryhouse,
serd prayers and alms and food
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We hope that you will continue
to be a helpful friend, se £ a
frequent prayer Heaven
sending an occasional alms -
farm-ward. We promise to try to
cooperate with all God's graces, to
use all your gifts for the extension
of His Kingdom thrml’: this apos-
tolate. ’

May God reward yous charity.
May we all contipue to seek Jesus
Through Mary,

JANE JUDGE

“However, that tormenting
genius who named himself the
Power of Soclety, has succceed-
ed in harvesting for them, in a
matchless sheaf of sovereign
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Mammon. “Om
human nuts don't
from nuttin!™
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There are six of us here to care
for the ,breadline. We have the
kitchen and three medium-sized
rooms. With the transients we al-
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Father Onesimus Lacouture, S.J.

(Continued from page 1)

treats which we had been having
since we met Father Pacifique Roy,
another Canadian, in 1940, when
he had introduced us to the work
of Fr. Lacouture.

History

Fr. Lacouture's history briefly is
this. After he left the novitiate

the Hudson in Poughkeepsie,
ew York. Then he was sent back
to Canada for three years of phil-
at the Jesuit Seminary in
Montreal. Then according to ihe
Jesuit plan of studies, he interrupt-
ed his studies for four years of
teaching. For one year of this
time, he taught Latin at the noviti-
ate, then he was sent to Alaska to
teach the Eskimos. He lived in the
wilderness, in hardship and loneli-
ness, and here he made two re-
treats by himself, out under the
in the great woods, reading
and praying much as the Jesuit
martyrs who were the first mis-
sionaries to the Indians did before
him. Later he resumed his studies,
took his four years of theology
in Montreal. He was ordained on
the feast of St. Ignatius, 1916. He
was then thirty-five and the first
World War had been going on for
two years. #He volunteered for
service as a military chaplain. His
duties took him te France and
with troop ships to India and on
returning was demobilized in 1919.
From Eugland he went to Belgium
where he made his tertianship, a
third year of novitiate which
Jesuits make after they are priests.
One of his companions during this
was Fr. Raoul Plus, whose
books we are all familiar with.

First Retreat

When he returned he became
prefect of St. Boniface's college in
Manitoba for three years, then he
weal to Caughnawaga, near Mon-
treal, where he was for four years
pastor of that Indian Mission.
This is the shrine of Katari Teka-
kwitha where he began to give his
now famous conferences on the
They aroused such
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had its headquarters at the noviti-
ate at Sault-aux-Recollets. The
first retreat given to priests began
on Father Lacouture's fftieth
birthday in 1931, and the last was
in 1839. In those eight years he
had given 142 retreats to 6,089
priests.

When his retreat work was
stopped he spent some time at
Santa Barbara, California, at Loy-
ola University in Los Angeles, at
Edmonton College, Alberta, and fi-
nally at St. Regis Mission, on the
border of Canada and New York,
where he died. At the time | saw
him, he was serving briefly at the
college at Sudbury from which he
returned to St. Regis.

Sudden Death

He had been in excellent health
when on Thursday night, Novem-
ber 15, he had a sudden stroke.
After an hour of consciousness
during which time he was annoint-
ed and received Extreme Unction,
he became unconscious and died
the next morning while his su-
perior was offering up the Sacri-
fice of the Mass. He had been
taken to the hospital at Cornwall,
Ontario, which was the nearest
hospital.

A solemn requiem Mass was
sung at St. Regis and Bishop Lang-
of Valleyfield sang the Libera

Then the body was brought
Montreal, thirty cars full of
Indians driving after the hearse
for eight miles.

Lacouture's relatives from

“It was a very small funeral, con-
sidering how great a man Fr. La-
couture was,” one of his friends
sald. “Just a few years ago he was

famous. Now he is anonymous.™

“Unless the seed fall into the
ground and die, itself romalnelh|
alone. But if it die it beareth much
fruit.”

The Doctrine

The Catholfe Worker group first |
heard of the famous retreat which
caused so much controversy in 1940
when our friend, Sister Peter
Claver, brought Fr. Pacifique Roy
to see us on Mott street. Fr. Roy
began immediately giving us the
dootrine, as he always called It
and it was indeed a glowing and a
beautiful thing. Fr. Roy sat down
to the breakfast table with us that |
morning. and began talking of the
love of God, how by our baptism we
had been made the sons of God and
what that entailed for us, what re-
sponsibilities it laid upon us. We |
had to put off the old man and put
on the new, we had to die to our-
selves and rise with Christ and |
death was painful, indeed a terri- |
ble thing. “It is a terrible thing |
to fall into the hands of a llvln||
God!" This salvation of ours was
a life and death matter. It had
cost our Lord His life on the Cross.
We are bought with a great price.

We began to recognize our worth
as we heard such talk. We began
to recognize our responsibilities.
It was the kind of retreat which
could be preached to the men on
the breadline, to the worker, the
scholar, to young and old, the edu-
cated and uneducated. It was the
good news!'

Wept for Joy

Father Roy knew the retreat by
heart, since he had made it about
ten times. He could repeat con-
ferences word for word, and he
did so with a warm and happy ear-
nestness. He llked to tell how
people received the retreat, how
“they wept for joy.” Many of the
young priests who made the re t
under Fr. Lacouture, and In turn
gave it to us, used to like to gloat
over the difficulties of it. Some-
times I thought they were rubbing
it in.

There were four or five confer-
ences a day, of an hour each. Some-
times the too enthusiastic ones ran
over the hour. Afterwards there
was a fifteen-minute period of med-
itation in the chapel before the
Blessed Sacrament. Complete si-
lence was maintained for a week.
There could be no time for writing
letters, reading books. Only the
New Testament or the psalms were
allowed. If you put yourself in
the hands of the retreat master you
had to follow directions, as though
you were in the care of a physician,
and indeed Fr. Lacouture was a
physician of souls.

Oakmount

When we first heard of the re-
treats and began making them,
they were given at Oakmount, Pa,,
where Father Farina was chaplain
of a small orphanage. The retreats
were held during the summer,
every two weeks, and the Sisters, |
Zelatrice of the Sacred Heart, were
only too happy tn make up dormi-
tories in the classrooms and feed
us delightful Italian meals. We
wrote about these retreats in The
Catholic Worker, and many were
the readers of the paper who came
to make them. Many a young
priest who had made the retreat
himself either under Fr. Lacouture
or under Father John J. Hugo, sent
their friends, parishioners, and
sométimes non-Catholics, to hear
this good news.

Applied Christianity

The retreats were supposedly for
men and women separately, but
always there were men who could
not get to their own retreat, and
women who had to go to the men's
retreat, and priests who wanted to
get in on it' (even Monsignori) so
the retreats were mixed, indeed.
Agnostic Jews, practicing Protes-
tants, Quakers and Catholics, all
made it. Fr. Hugo, Fr. Meenan,
Fr. Corcoran, Fr. Farina, these
were some of those who gave con-
ferences, that were so alive, so
glowing, that we will never forget

them. And all of these confer-
ences, followed quite literally a
pattern laid down by Fr. Lacou-
ture, a course of teaching which
did not vary. Fr. Hugo's Applied
Christlanity (of which we have
copies on hand and which we will
send to those who request them)
were, as he points out, the retreat
notes of Fr. Lacouture, perhaps
embellished by lllustration and
allusion to other spiritual writers,
corroborating the points made.

The Stuff

What was it that we were so
taken with in the retreat? Of
course it was stimulating, glowing.
alive, challenging. We none of us
laymen made it under Fr. Lacou-
ture, but most of the retreat
masters we heard were good teach-
ers, though some irritated by
mannerisms or by faults of tem-
perament. But it was the stuff’ It
was the stuff of life, of eternal life.

For one thing, It was what Peter
Maurin taught, but he spoke of the
life of this world. There was no
saying. “what can [ do about it”
What responsibility is it of mine®”
Both men taught personal respon-
sibility and the dignity of man.
Both men recognized the dignity
of the laity, the capacity of the lay-
men for sacrifice, for sanctity, Both
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indeed, that without
sanctity it was impossible to see
God!

For too long, too little had been
expected of us. When Christ spoke,
he spoke from the Mount to the
multitudes. He called on all men
to take up their cross and follow
Him. When we listened to Fr. La-
couture’'s retreat, we began to un-

derstand the distinction between

nature and the supernatural (we
understand that grace builds on na-
ture!) and we saw for the first time,
the incomparable heights to which
man is called. We saw for the first
time man's spiritual capacities
raised as he is to be a child of God.
We saw the basis of our dignity.
Courage

I could write a great deal about
that retreat, and all it brought to
us, the new vistas which opened out
before us. But I will simply say
that it gave us spiritual direction.
We were learning how to die to
ourselves, to live in Christ, and all
the turmoil of the movement, all
the pruning of natural love, all the
disappointments were explained by
the doctrine of the Cross, in the
folly of the Cross. The retreat gave
us hope and courage, as retreats
are supposed to do, and we will be
everlastingly grateful for it, grate-
ful to Fr. Lacouture, who made the
retreat possible for us. We feel
that we have been participants in
a great spiritual movement which
Is still going on, though it is per-
haps now in shadow. The seed has
fallen into the ground and has
died. But we know that it will
bear great fruit,

Misunderstanding
This Onesimus was like the
obedient slave of the New Testa-
ment. But his master did not free

Book Reviews

(Continued from page 4)

East and India are heard through
the words of the people and not
through official documents and

propaganda.
And every page of this book,
every conversation, with a tribes-

man, a rising young lawyer, a new-
ly emancipated Moslem woman,
speaks the unrest, the new con-
sciousness of peoples whom the
West has too long considered sub-
Ject and inferior. At this critical
point in our history, for us a
point of disintegration, a vital,
new force is arising. The days of
Churchillian empire, of a small
outpost of colonial administrators
which could command an entire
country, are over. If there is one
thing that Douglas makes clear, it
is that old methods—and the old
motive of imperialism — are no
longer able to cope with the situ-
ation.
The Stalinists

Douglas also makes it clear that | made before.

Jority of 90 of the people In »
free election! To these people,
now suddenly aware that some-
thing can be done about the land
and the schools and health, the
United States too often appears as
merely anti-Communist, the friend
of venal governments and reac-
tionary landlords.

Douglas lists three reasons for
this state of affairs. The West
has taken the purely negative role
of anti-Communism; it has relied
on military tactics, and military
leadership when a radically differ-
ent kind of thinking was needed;
and we have associated ourselves
too closely with British colonial-
ism, the myth of native inferiority
and subservience,

Non-Violence

Douglas is certainly mot a paci-
fist, although he has a profound
regard for Ghandi' and the positive
naturalism of Nehru. Yet he re-
peats a judgment Lhat has been
Many of the Indians

the Stalinists have made a hrl‘who supported Ghandi were not
more accurate analysis of the situ- | pacifists, but saw in non-violence
ation than the nations of the a practical way to revolution and

West. In the Moslem countries,
they did not talk of Karl Marx
as they did of the Koran. In
various places, they have suc-
ceeded in making so clever a
statement of their ideals that
young men have joined the Party
because of their religion.

A story which Douglas relates
about Azerbaijan illustrates this
point. Pishevari, a man who was
perhaps fronting for the Stalinists
(the book is very careful in
weighing the evidence on such
questions, and there is some doubt
as to how closely Pishevari was
linked with the Kremlin), had been
arrested by government troops. A
blind beggar and his wife who had
been hounded out of their liveli-
hood and property by police offi-
cials told him how they had stood
in front of the jail screaming,
“Pishevari, Pishevari!” They were
not Communists. Yet, there was
so much that flesh could bear;
and in the summer of 19850,
Douglas estimates that Pishevari
could have been elected by a ma-

him. After the retreats were
stopped because of increasing mis-
understandings and controversies,
Fr. Onesimus Lacouture lived in
silence and solitude with the Iro-
quois Indians on a mission only
eighty miles from Montreal but
hard of access. He offered the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass each day, but
he no longer preached or taught.
He accepted his situation gaily,
with joy, rejoicing in tribulation,
feeling that he was following the
pattern which has been set through
the ages. We can say little about
the controversy but we do know
that he has suffered at the hands

| of over zealous friends as well as

at the hands of his opponents. We
hope and trust that his writings,
his lucid and clear and glowing
presentation of the spiritual life
will see the light of day, and that
after his writings are examined
they will be given to the public.

I should like to see on his grave
stone the words., “He made all
things new,” because his teaching
of the love of God so aroused our
love in turn, that a sense of the
sacramentality of life was restored
for us, and a new vigor and mean-
ing was given to our lives. “He
made all things new.™

P.S. All of the priests who gave
this retreat are stationed in par-
ishes and hard at work teaching
and preaching and dispensing the
sacraments. Fr. Hugo is at Butler,
Pa., Fr. Farina is at Donora, Pa.
Fr. Corcoran died of cancer, but
all the other young priests who
shared in this work are most ac-
tive in their work for souls. There
has been no condemnation of the
ideas of the retreat although the
retreat itself was stopped. Applied
Christianity has the Imprimatur of
the archdiocese of New York

independence. And although Doug-
las is not a pacifist. he too sees
that the only practical solution is
non-violence, actually eradicating
the cause of this unrest. The dis-
graceful, tragic and pagan delay in
our shipment of wheat to a starv-
ing India because that nation did
not exactly square with the logie
of our military policy is not only
anti-Christian; it Is suicide.

Kemal Djumblatt. a progressive
Druze, illustrates the value of a
positive program. Douglas walked
among the people who had been
given their own land because of
this leader. He writes, I walked
among these people . . . It was
plain that something dramatic and
deeply important had happened to
them . .. I saw what magic wide-
spread privale ownership could
produce. By reason of it a vil-
lage had been remade almost over-
night. People who own land have
a stake in their community; they
have a new sense of citizenship;
they acquire a feeling of respon-
sibility.”

I have passed over many of the
wonderful things in this book, and
some which I would criticize. Be-
cause in Strange Lands and Friend-
ly People, there is an induction
operating through all the conver-
sations, and the fascinating de-
scriptions of customs, hospitality,
the station of worfien. Perhaps
Justice Douglas is not completely
explicit about that conclusion, but
I cannot help but feel that it is
the most important thing in the
book. The West which has cre-
ated this unrest and nationalism
and hunger and thirsting for jus-
tice because of its pagan imperial-
ism and colonialism must now be
Christian. In a sense, it is no
longer a matter of choice. We
cannol answer these problems, this
gigantic fermentation of centuries,
clvilizations, tribes. with guns. We
can only answer it with charity,

Justice Douglas has demon-

strated that he believes in liberty
and the freedom of man from the
bench. He now reveals his charity,
and we must take his words to
heart, or else there will be death.
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» You Asked

for a King

(Continued from page 1)

that He does not regard monarchy
#s desirable, and treats L as the
result of the wholesale apestasy of
tige people.

I am not here concerned so much
with the sociological significance
of this. As to whether il is not,
after all, the portrayal of a de-
cision, not so much on the part of
the people (as we understand that
word today) as it was the decision
of “Elders.” The point I am con-
cerned with is the fact that God
was displeased with this decision,
and that the decision resulted in
the set-up of the paraphernalia of
s State exercising its authority
through the king.

It may seem strange, it may seem
to some unbelievable, but It is true
that there are still those who re-
gard monarchy with favor as being
a particularly “Christian” form of
government. And if they cannot
find convincing political or socio-
logical arguments for it, they find
aesthetic reasons to justify this
preference. So we are told that
we have need of the ceremony of
the court as something around
which to aenter a unified culture.
We are toid that the hierarchy of
beings from non-sentient ereation
to angelic creations must find their
political counterparts in soclety and
that monarchy does, in fact, pro-
vide this hierarchy. We are even
told that the reason we have no
unified culture, the reason we are
intellectually dull and uninterest-
ing, the reason we are bourgeols,
is in fact that we have no such
monarchy around which to cluster,
It is brought to our attention that
the rites and ceremonles of the
Church presupposes monarchy,
that the Church herself is pat-
terned after monarchy and that she
has given it her special preference
and blessing.

And yet we are told in Scripture
that God was displeased with all
this. And in that we are again
reminded that the wisdom of man
is foolishness before God. That all
the cultural, sociological, political
arguments that may be brought to
bear in favor of monarchy must
bow before the simple recorded
fact that God was displeased.

Church

And so we must turn elsewhere
to look for these values which are
lacking In bourgeois society and
which some have mistakenly felt
they could recapture in a monarch-
ical and hierarchical society. And
first we must dispose of the argu-
ment that would parallel society on
the structure of the Church. I will
ignore, for the while, the Church
as a human and sociological society
and, concentrating on her as a
divine institution whose primary
function is the transmission of
revelation, the depository of the
Faith, will state that that of its very
nature would give rise to authority
and hierarchy — that since we
believe, not because we have
reasoned out to belief, but because)
God has revealed Himself to man
and has established the Church as
the custodian of this revelation,
we do so believe, not en our
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autharity, but on that of God and
those whom He has placed In au-

thority in the Church. As such
there can be no guestion of “de- |
mocracy” in the Church — there

will mever be an election held in |

the Church to determine whether
we are 1o go on believing in the
Trinity!

about”™ As far as this country is
concerned, as far as the world is
concerned it would be done by the
mass conversion of all workers to
the principles of the |. W. W. and |
the realization of the program of '®ars he was its Mayor. He was
the Industrial Workers of the #s0 Provincial Councillor of
World by means of a mon-violent ! Catania, Vice-President of the As-|
revolution in the tradition of “ociations of Communes and Vice-
Gandhi, which is the tradition of President of ltalian Catholic Aec-
Christ. As Indeed the Vatican !on "
| Paper, on the occasion of Oandhi‘:f In 1918, he founded the Popular
death, mentioned that he was the Party ‘now the Christian Demo-
'only public leader of the day who  cratic Party) which in the general

The Eightieth Birthday of Don

(Continued from page 1)

Don Sturze when his peosition was
not a popular one.

We met Don Sturze when he ar-
rived in this couniry, so weak from
a heart condition thal he had o
be carried off the boat by his doc-
tor. He is a lttle frall man, with
the look of Newman in that famous

Where the mistake lies is in | made a serious atlempt 1o put into elections of that same year ob- profile picture of the Cardinal
jumping from the supernatural practice in the soclal and political | tained 99 Parliamentary seats as He telephoned us to come lo see

order to the natural order and
imposing the same methods, the
same set-up. And it is nol a jus-
tifiable procedure because, in the
one imstance, we are dealing with
matters that transcend reason, and
in the other we are dealing with
matters that are subject to reason.
So that it by no means follows that
because there is a central authority
in the Church there must be a
central authority in society, or
because there is hierarchy in the
Church there must be hierarchy
in society. It may be that God is
pleased that the Pope heads the
Church and displeased that a King
heads a nation. Indeed 1 am in-
clined to believe that this is so.

As far as Catholics are concerned
it would seem that the human need
for ritual would be met with in the
liturgies of the Church, that the
human need for common cultural
values would find their derivative
in the teachings of Christ wherein
we call no man master. It would
seem that a common spirit would
be engendered, not by seeking
power or desiring kings, but by
attempting to transfer to society
the spirit of Christ in some such
way as Gandhl tried, in some such
movement as Gandhi lead. There,
in an attempt to build society on
anarcho-syndicalist lines, would we
realize more nearly the Christian
ideal that the greatest amongst us
become as the least, than we could
ever hope to do in a society that
sanctions as desirable in Itself
social classes or economic classes
or political classes. The Christian
Ideal is surely the ideal of the
classless society. For, says St
Jerome, “All riches come from
iniquity, and unless one has lost,
another cannot gain. Hence that
common opinion seems to me to
be very true, ‘the rich man is un-
just, or the heir an unjust one’
Opulence is always the result of
theft, if not committed by the
actual possessor, then by his pred-
ecessor.” There are indeed differ-
ences of ability, in talent, in
function. But those differences are
no credit to those who possess
them. All come as gifts of God.
And so there is no reason why one
should have more to eat than
another. The distribution of the
goods of the earth should never
rest on the basis of 1.Q. tests.

State

As we examine again the Scrip-
tural passage with which | began
this article we will see that Geod
gives as His reason for disliking
the decision of the people to have
a king that it is to set up a false
god. It is to choose someone in
place of Him. And He enumerates
what will happen when authority
becomes concentrated in the hands
of a king. There will be exploita-
tion of labor, there will be con-
fiscation of property, there will be
conscription of young men. There
will be indeed all the evils that we
see in the State today 'yes, taxes
also He mentions) no matter
whether such a State is headed by
a king or a president or a bureauc-
racy. I think we can fairly say that
God looked with displeasure on the
establishment of the State as such.

New, according to St. Thomas, it
lies within the province of the
people to change this. It is pos
sible that the people, being con-
vinced of the iniquity of the State,
decide that enough has been suf-
fered by means of it and that the
time has come to recall the power
that comes from God to the people
and which has been unhappily dele-
gated to the politicians.

How could this be brought

field the teachings of the Sermon | against 158 for the Socialists and

him, and we found his home in

It'm the Mount.

And in the 1. W. W. we have at

sold out to the rich and powerful
of this world. They have not col-
laborated with the capitalist ex-
ploitears of labor, they have not sat
down at a conference table with
the representatives of am oppress-
ing system. They have not had
high paid and wealthy “labor lead-
ers,” they have remained a rank
and file affair. As such they de-

serve the support of all those who
look for a just society, a decen-
tralized society, a society In which
there is production for use rather
than profit. The very fact that
they seem to be of no account
these days should make us pause
to examine why, because it is evi-
dent that those labor uniens which
are of account these days have sold
out to the capitalist system. We
no longer hear from the big unions
of the desirability of a new society,
of scrapping the capitalist system,

of initisting a new order based on |

equality, As far as laber unions

hand a labor union which has never |

| Communists combined. | the Bay Ridge sectior. of Brookiyn
| Under Mussolini, Don Sturzo on a tree lined street, one of a
left ltaly to go into exile in 1924, row of modest houses in an ltailan
and in 1926, the party was sup-  section. After a year in Brooklyn
pressed by Royal decree | he was still so ill that he was trans-
Don Sturzo spent his exile u'fornd to a hospital in Florida
France, England and the U. 8. A | from which he sent to us an ooy
In Francer?®ounded The Central  casional note of encouragement,
Office of the Christian Democratic ]m'"! written in long hand on a
Parties in Europe; in England, Penny postal
The People’'s and Freedom Group,
and the International Christian
Democratic Union.

He came to the U. S. in 1940

Contrast

We would like to contrast in a

way, the teaching of Fr. Lacouture
. |with that of Dom Sturzo, he
| former emphasizing the spiritual
He lived in Brooklyn at the home wlapproxh“t.o the problems of life
of Mr. and Mrs. Ragnara at 2274 'O such an extent that his retreat-
81st St. where he occupled two  ants did not correlate them to-the
small rooms on the second floor |life around them enough. He rec-
of & one family home. A mural | 0€nized this himself and welcomed
pi (a gift of the Sicilian Chris- | the cooperation of The Catholie
tian Democrats) has been placed Worker in integrating his teaching
in one of these rooms as a re- With techniques in the world, “to
minder not only of his fight for | Make that kind of society in which

freedom and the dignity of man,
but also because in this house he
performed all his priestly duties,
beginning with the Holy Mass
every morning, and ending with
the Rosary at night.

- - -

Don Sturzo is a very gifted and
prolific writer. Among the most
important of his works are: Church
and State; The True Life; The
Cycle of Creation ‘a poem); Essal
de Sociologie; Politics and Moral-

Imr: Italy and the World of Tomcr
| row; Nationalism and Internation-
ism, and many others. He is now
working on his Opera Omnia, a
| collection of more than thirty of
his works.
Foundation

The above news release was sent
out by the Don Sturzo Foundation
which has its offices at 104 Fifth
Avenue, New York 11, N. Y. The
| International committee for the
| Foundation is made up of Luigi

| Rinaudi, President of the Italian |
Gasperi, |

| Republic, Alcide de
| Clement Atlee, Conrad Adenauer,

Lcopold Figl. Robert Schuman,
| Jacques Maritain, Bishop Haas,
Gaetano Salvemini, Georges
Bidault and many other in and
| among workers and scholars.

The Great Heart of Sturze
' Recognition of the principles far

are concerned it is the I. W. W. in | which he stood are given honor
this country today which reechoes  throughout the world, but it must

| andria: ™ know that God has given | Sturzo that the conditions of the
| us the use of goods, but only as far | peasants in Italy remain so dire,
as is necessary; and He has de«llht suffering increased immeas
| termined that the use be common. urably by the recent floods. It is
It is absurd and disgraceful for one to be hoped that the formation of
to live magnificently and luxuri-  this foundation will mean not only
ously when so many are hungry. " " honor to Don Sturzo but the dona-
1 hope the day will come when | tion of substantial gifts to is
‘nll Catholics put aside a frivolous 1 great man who will always ve
| concern for monarchy or bourgeois | the first needs of the poor at h

Ldehmo;n:y and ;ilvr a rlundhto ;]:ogle Fecus Peint

who fight non-violently the ttle .

‘ The attention of this country
oF labwr, & Sghs Whish tndeed how ) has been focused on Italy at

seen its bloody days but which if . w
permeated with the ideals of the | the close of the second “°”: m”
I. W. W. plus the Gandhian means | by :h' ‘:::::'E ::c;e':: ‘I‘hkll-.
|'whirh are Christian means) will | T 5*"P

| | Paysan, to Live in Peace, Open
| open the way to a new society. .

City and others which pictured the
condition of the destitute and
moved the hearts and minds of
men to consider the needy and
the poor. Such a book as Levi's
Christ Stopped at Ebeli supple-
mented the work of Don Sturze.
Such novels as those of Ignazio
Silone, Bread and Wine, The Seed
Beneath the Snow, Fantamara, also

|| within Mistery, there have been

r period of time. And meod- || did much to picture the condition
ern Christianity is damr::: of Italy this last half century.
associated with liberal First Meeting
ism and the bowrgeoisie.” Em- Wo we: hansted i¢ P s
manuval Mounier, What Is Per- fa the Lalited

|| sondtism® among the first im the L.

States to publish the wii ™
.

the words of St. Clement of Alex- ; agonize the great heart of Don

it is easier for men tuv be good ™
Fr. Lacouture followed ihe Igna
illn exercises and his rettedt was
divided into three pacts only the
1ﬂrtt two of which were e&r given;
the first being the principle ::i
foundation that man is created to
Iprnju. h and love God, and
| the second*a series of meditations
;on the life of Christ, by which
it was intended we should be so
| steeped in these ideas that all our
| actions would conforn. (o the mind
{ Christ g thal whetner we e or
drack. slept or awakened, workeo
or idled. we would do all ‘n the
name of Jesus.
|  We always felt that if men did
not go away from our retreal, ex-
amining their consciences about
| the work they did in the world,
| the money they spent, their atti-
| tude to their brother—then they
‘hsd not “taken” the doctrine.
Greatest
Don Sturzo' was a great scholar
' and a great sociologist, the greatest
of his day. By popular demand,
| he was forced into public life, and
his was the path of non-violent re-
sistance to evil, evil in his case
being concretely the Mussolini re-
gime—an drder based on force, an
order based on the Satanic pride
of men who were doing what Ged
himself refused to do, interfere
with man’s free will. Don Sturzo
has been in the pasi a failure in
the eyes of the world. But Musso-
lini is dead; he took the sword and

perished by the sword And Dern
| Sturzo whe was exiied under his
| regime, is now hon< ~td  The good

| has trumphed over evil, but the
"whole man, the integrated man of
' body and soul, the son of God, has
not as yet emerged in the social
lorder. It is again an illustration
of the principle that ma ust
choose between the good and the
best. He is not merely human,
but divine.

It is not the material accom-
plishments of Don Luigl Sturze
alone that are being honored, but
a recognition of his suffering and
his sanctity.

| CARDS AND BEADS

25 Christmas (occest on Christ!)
Cards ond Emvelopes, $2.28
Hondmode Sterfing Silver Rosaries,
Block, Peorl and Mooastons Beads,

i from $5.00 vo 7.00

| William and Dorothy
| GAUCHAT'

‘ 0OuUt LADY
' THe WAYSZINE FARM

Avan, Jh.0
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Christmas Canzone
Fieree world, mid-centuried, bleak will of man:
Is one the other’s cause? Is this half-light
Product of our unseeing? God or man
Whose failure to endure the flaw? O man
Must learn to love or to annihilate
Flower and fruit. When will we know if man
Will make the choice again, if God or man
His power will resign? What draws our death
Out longest, emptiest, which is death?—
Despair? Unridiculed failure? Will man
Approximate our image of Him, redeemed?
Or resent his status: Man, non-God, redeemed?

We feel resentment most (when unredeemed)
Where gratitude, so obsolete in man,

Is most required. We hate, where if redeemed,
We'd love, we fail at suffering, redeemed,
We'd have vocation. Here in dwindling light
War burns wild armies of dark men. Redeem
Their hearts from dark uncertainties, redeem
Them from pitched suffering, annihilate

Their vanity and doubt, annihilate

Their will, Caress, but to direct, redeem

Us from ease and pain, from fortitude and death.
Survive “at cost”? Adjust us to our death.

Freeze, winter! {reeze earth to stone, sure death
Invade all life: rigid in frost, redeem

Whatever green exists in man from death.

All else is chestnut, blight and brown, color death
Brightly, chant it, wear it, cape your man-

Hood in its folds. On the meadow hoar death
Hovers menacingly; ignore the death

Of moldly leaves, exhausted trees, the light
Drifting from melancholic skies, o twilight
Partial as good will, impartial as death.

Birds and cats, fish and man, annihilate

Victim and persecutor. Annihilate! ¥ |

Abgtract, manifest God, annihilate

Our coined cities, discernable our death
Among merchant chaos, annihilate

Our arrogance; urge the annihila-

Tion of free choice in Your presence, redeem,
Endear us to Your will, annihilate

Peacetime Militarism m Our Era

Many readers of the Catholic Worker do not agree on an all-out ition to war and
the military. Yet quite often these same people are confused about Universal Military
Training: is it merely another form of the draft? Could one who favors conscription for wyr

oppose the UMT program?
What Is U/MT?

Universal military training is not the same as the draft. It is not an emergency pro-

am of conscription during war time with the purpose of raising a temporary, civilian army.

ﬁru a long-range program which can only operate in peace-time. It proposes the principle

that military training (six months' active duty with an extended obligation of reserve duty

upon discharge) be a permanent part of American life, that every young man of eighteen

should receive six months' indoctrination in the military regardless of the international sit-
uation. It is not comparable with the draft which is a strictly emergency measure.

As a result of this, man¥. groups which do not op Selective Service have come out
against Universal Military Training. At the close of the last war when the &ro ram was
tacked on as a rider to conscription (the regular tactic in this matter), the Catholic bishops
of the United States proposed that the idea be tabled until a more objective and peaceful
situation existed.

in 1951 the CIO Convention adopted this stand: “We oppose the commencement of any
universal military training program at this time when the immediate manpower needs of
the armed forces would preclude general operation of the program....” The factual allega-
tion in the CIO resolution—that UMT is a promissory note on peace-time niilitarism because
it cannot be effective in periods of emergency—has been corroborated by the UMT Commis-
sion Report. This document noted “full implementation is not in prospect for the years
immediately ahead.”

Militarism
This single fact—that UMT is a statement of peacetime policy and not an emergency
measure—has aided greatly in revealing the true nature of the program. Its passage is only

seriously attempted during periods of national crisis. and an attempt is made to identify the
program with the crisis. And yet the program cannot operate in a crisis!

The Army's view on this matter was quoted in the Congressional Record, April 3, 1951,
from a pro-UMT army pamphlet. “The great opposition to military training is generally
not based on fact but rather on such generalities as democracy, morals, aggression, educa-
tion and pacifism. The chief opponents are parents, church groups, educators, subversive
groups and a large section of the public which does not think.”

The power of the state increases each day. UMT is an atiempt to add to that centralized
control. It would mean that the Federal Government would have six disruptive, crucial
months in which to condition the youth of this country to the morals of the barracks room
and the military philosophy of obedience and blind loyalty. Those who give limited ap-
proval to the garrison state—holding that it is necessary because of the present international
situation—should not be confused into favoring a militaristic plan which has nothing to do
with the present crisis.

Educators

The Indiana Conference of Higher Education—presided over by Father Cavanaugh of
Notre Dame—made the following statement on UMT on November 1, 1951: “The Confer-
ence believes that the plan of Universal Military Training is dangerous and not in, accord
with the American tradition: it is educationally unsound; it is open to serious moral and
social criticisms; and it in no way strengthens the existing armed forces—rather it aggra-
vates the already critical manpower situation. The Conference believes that adequate man-

Our struggling liberties, annihilate
Ambjition. Spend uniqueness on a man,
His fancied torments, florid arts, this man
Will tumble gravity, annihilate

Your word, again unanchored to the Light

A

heavenly host of fiends, mocking Your light.

Haunted objects, unwonted haunted light

The world turns in. Banish, annihilate

Its insecurity. It is the twilight

Of our will—the bottomless end of light

And dark, rising and falling, bearing and death!

Of green and brown, of May and ice, of Child and death.
Everlasting is this state, its light

Has faltered through an age. Impaled bleak light

Blights the fierce branch,

reatens, breaks. Redeem

Us from the gaping Sorrow of the light
Upon this tree, upon this load, on Man
Hail God, call Him Brother, call You Man!

Ashamed of

wer, make us meagre, Man

The Host to Nature, the Friend of men, redeem
Him from dishonor, error, feeble death,

Succor all he would annihilate,

Make multitudinous and gav his light.

-

—Dachine Rainer.
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ystem.”

and opposing

wer for the armed services ¢agn and should be obtained by the present Selective Service

There is still time. The Catholic Worker urges its readers,—pacifist and those who sup-
rt emergency conscription—to join in opposing this blueprint for peace time militarism.
tters to congressmen making it clear that there is a difference between the draft and UMT
MT are an effective form of action—now.

Chrystie Street

(Continued from page 3)
clent to drive people literally mad.
. s »

Two elderly women have been
taking their meals with us during
the past few weeks. These two
are sisters and have been living in
a Bowery holel for the past month.
They are very dignified and propet
ladies. Before they moved to the
Bowery they had managed to live
frugally on the rent they received
for a piece of property out of town.

The property had been used as a
cafe which served liquors. The
rent ceased coming in when the
tenant lost his liquor license. Now
the two women are praying that
the man retrieve his Jicense. Yes-
terday these poor souls asked if it
were proper to pray for such an
intention. It seems that someone
disturbed their calm by scolding
them for praying for that intention.

Since both of them seemed so
| foreign to the Bowery, I asked
‘ilhem how they liked their present
living quarters. They replied that
:lhey did find the langzuage of the
| other patrons af the hotel some-
| what coarse. However, they were
imon upset over their fallure to
' persuade the Catholie members of
| the hotel to attend Mass on Sum-
days.

Best Wishes
All the members of our house-
hold wish all of you readers a very
| happy Chetsimay and xes ™ oag
PNy Al your presers ant v Ja be

! 2
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(Continued from page 2)
which he was working at that time. , we are offering only our second
He talked of people becoming|best.” The point is that each of

mentally unbalanced because of
“too much religion” Is it too
much religion, or is it too little
religion; religion not having the
proper effect on us. Is it too
much religion, or is it too
much of the world, and our own
desires — our own lack of Sur-
render to what God is asking of
us. God asks much of us at times.
Love is very demanding. Love
sometimes requires great sacri-
fices of us. but then, as the “Imi-
tation of Christ” says, “It makes
every difficulty easy, and bears all
wrongs with equanimity. For it
bears a burden without being
weighted and renders sweet all
that is bitter” St. Theresa of
Lisieux says “to be a true victim
of love, we must surrender our-
selves entirely . . . Love will con-
sume us only in the measure of
our self-surrender.” And in “Such
Love Is Seldom,” the story of

Mother Mary Walsk, OP. foun-|

dress of the Dominican Sisters of
the Sick Poor, she says, “You
must forget and forego all other
things in this world in order to
free yourself of all earthly at-
tachments. Often this sacrifice
will seem very hard, almost im-
possible, but anything less would
be unworthy of your vocatiom . . .

Cif we Ll sny kind of poreany! de- !}
slres come Betaers Gy st ant!
cinls work ot o wre ¢ 1

|
|

us who have been chosen to know
Christ, lay people as well as re-
ligious, “All you who have been
haptized in Christ have put on
Christ,” have a vocation In the
service of Christ. Certainly, no
one had more religion than the
Saints, and there have been no
more balanced people. That is why
we love them so.

We are planning a discussion
week-end on December 7, 8 and
9th on Pacifism and Conscientious
Objection: Willlam Gauchat |is
coming from Avon, Ohio, for it,
and Michael Harrington from
Chrystie St Both William and
Michael have studied much along
these lines. Certalnly much clari-
fication of thought is needed on
these subjects. May much fruit
come of it
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