


More than two thousand years ago 
a great Indian emperor, shocked by 
the suffering caused by a war of 
conquest, changed his conception of 
law and government. In his Edicts 
Asoka published his "change of 
heart" to his subjects and posterity. 

The Edicts were carved on stone 
pillars and rock faces throughout 
Asoka's vast empire. They are not 
laws in the ordinary sense; they are 
instructions in morality. They trans
form governmental administration, 
religious observance, and social re
lations by reference to the law of 
Dharma or morality. 

For centuries the pillars and rocks 
were lost in the jungles, and their 
language was forgotten. A hundred 
and twenty years ago they were de
ciphered for the first time, and since 
then scholars have slowly learned 
more and more about this experi
ment in tolerance and mutual un
derstanding. 
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(Continued from front flap) 

N. A. Nikam and Richard McKeon 
have prepared a new edition of the 
Edicts, translated into simple, idio
matic English and arranged to make 
clear the moral principles Asoka 
employed. His meditations on mo
rality applied to problems of govern
ment, international relations, reli
gion, welfare, security, and peace 
were intended to stimulate thought 
and to affect motivation. To the 
modern reader they seem a novel 
and forceful approach to problems 
strikingly like our own. 

About the editors . .. 

N. A. NIKAM is professor of phi
losophy at the Maharajah's College, 
M ysore, India, and secretary-general 
of the Indian Philosophical Con
gress. 

RICHARD McKEON is professor of 
philosophy and Greek at the Uni
versity of Chicago. He has been to 
India twice, once to direct a 
UNESCO seminar and once to ad
vise concerning philosophy and 
general education. 
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