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"With the publication of this book a long felt need has been 
amply and competently supplied. For years the newcomer to 
Buddhism has lacked a simple and reliable introduction to 
the complexities of the subject. Dr. Rahula's What the Buddha 
Taught fills the need as only could be done by one having a 
firm grasp of the vast material to be sifted. It is a model of 
what a book should be that is addressed first of all to 'the 
educated and intelligent general reader .. .' and also to 'the 
reader who has some knowledge of what the Buddha taught 
and would like to go further in his studies.' Authoritative and 
clear, logical and sober, this study is as comprehensive as it 
is masterly .... " 

-I. B. Horner, Journal of the BuddHfst Society, London 

Basing his book on the original Pali texts, which are 
universally accepted by scholars as the earliest extant records, 
the author - himself a Buddhist monk and scholar - has 
written, a direct, lucid, and faithful aCQ:>unt of the Buddha's 
teachings. He removes a number of current misconceptions 
about Buddhism, and suggests how this philosophy can con­
tribute to make modern life more meaningful. Its sixteen 
illustrations, bibliography, glossary, and 1ndex make this 
incisive volume perhaps the best guide to understanding 
Buddhism for the Western reader. 
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